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The role which the landless labourers play in the agricultural economy is very 
crucial and important because the availability of labour is a major constraint in the 
agricultural land use and cropping patterns of a region. Labour represents all human 
services other than decision making and capital. The availabilitylabour, its quantity 
and quality at the period of peak labour demand have great influence on decision 
making process of the farmers. 
With the increase in population, the land base of rural economy being the same 
and without any significant diversification, the incidence of rural labour has been 
continuously increasing. An increase in the total labour force from 174 millions in 
1961 to 314 millions in 1991 was observed. As a proportion of the total rural labour 
force, the percentage of landless labourers has also increased from 18.0 percent 
in 1961 to 26.1 percent in 1991. This implies that marginal farmers have been 
swelling the ranks of landless labourers. On account of the increasing economic 
compulsions in terms of past debts, they have been forced to sell their lands. This 
supports the popularly held view that the benefits of millions of rupees invested in 
irrigation, tubewells, fertilizers etc have gone to the big farmers. It also implies that 
cooperatives and rural banks have also lielped the rich farmers. 
Landless labourers have been defined as those who are basically unskilled, 
unorganised and who work in farms on wages for a larger part of the year. But when 
they do not get work in the villages some of them migrate outside their villages in 
search of work. Indian economy is primarily an agricultural economy. Nearly 75.0 
percent of the working population derive its livelihood from agriculture because 
land provides not only raw materials for some of the principH^industries like cotton, 
jute and sugar etc. but it also accounts for nearly 35.0 percent of the total income 
of the country. 
Aligarh district is one of the agriculturally advanced districts of Uttar 
Pradesh. It is one of the ten districts of Uttar Pradesh (total number of districts in 
U P . are 70) which came under the category of highest level of development. 
Technology was ushered in this district from early sixties because this district was 
selected for Intensive Agricultural District Programme (lADP) in 1961-62 with a 
view to accelerate the food production by providing the farmers with all the 
requisite inputs. The result was that this district made rapid strides in agriculture 
and high growth rates were recorded in agricultural output and productivity. The 
main aim of agricultural development in poorer countries is higher farm output while 
rural development means the improvement of material and social welfare. The first 
provides the basis for the second since agriculture largely generates the income. 
Direct income to the land owners through crop production and through employment 
to the labour force. So in such an agriculturally advanced district it was thought 
worthwhile to examine the 'Distribution of Landless Labourers and their Role in 
Agricultural Economy of Aligarh District'. 
The present study has certain specific research objectives: 
1. ' To study the distribution and growth of landless labourers in the study area. 
2. To assess the general characteristics of the sampled landless labourers like 
their number, age, sex and religion-wise distributions, family size, marital and 
educational status, amenities and facilities availed by them and awareness of 
various government programmes. 
3. To assess the employment of the sampled landless labourers in the agricultural 
sector i.e. number of workers employed, type of work done, month-wise and 
season-wise employment, wage rates and employment through animal 
husbandry etc. 
4. To assess the employment of the sampled landless labourers in the non-
agricultural sector, i.e. number of workers employed, type of work done 
inside and outside the village, number of days of employment, wage rates, 
various aspects of daily commuters and seasonal migrants. 
5. To assess the employment of children of the sampled landless labourers in the 
agricultural and non-agricultural sectors. 
6. To assess the social conditions of the sampled landless labourers like their 
income, assets, expenditure and various aspects of indebtedness. 
7. To assess the role of the sampled landless labourers in the agricultural 
economy of the study area, their role in crop-wise and season wise operations, 
in various agricultural operations in different farm sizes, in various livestock 
operations, impact of new agricultural technology on their employment and 
income and problems of unemployment. 
The data were collected from both primary and secondary sources. Data from 
primary sources have been collected through field surveys, household surveys. 
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interview with landless labourers and discussion with government officials. The 
field work was done by the author during 1995 and 1996. For getting accurate 
information, landless labour households were visited frequently. A questionnaire 
was designed to collectc^the relevant information related to socio-economic conditions 
of landless labourers. Sufficient care was taken to make the questionnaire 
communicable to the respondents. The respondents for household questionnaire 
were the heads or important persons of the households. Data from secondary sources 
have been collected primarily from District Census Handbook of Aligarh (1961, 
1971, 1981 and 1991) and statistical Bulletin (Year- wise from 1961 to 1991). 
The sample design was a purposeful one having two stages: 
i. The first stage consisted of selecting villages randomly from the study area. 
From every block (The district has 17 blocks) 5 villages were selected and in 
this way 85 villages were selected from the whole district. 
ii. The second stage consisted of selecting the landless labour households from 
the 85 villages. From every village 10 landless labour households were 
selected randomly. In this way 850 landless labour households were selected 
from the whole district. 
ill. Simple percentages have been calculated for the easy understanding of the 
data. 
The following hypotheses have been tested in the present work. 
i. The role which the landless labourers play in the agricultural economy is very 
crucial and important because the availability of labour is a major constraint 
in the agricultural landuse and cropping pattern of a region. They influence 
the decision making process of the farmers. 
ii. Agricultural congestion constitutes a major impediment to raising agricultural 
production and productivity and despite rapid urbanization a major proportion 
of the growth in labour force will continue to occur in the rural areas. 
iii. Agriculture provides employment to most of the landless labourers but 
seasonal unemployment remains on most of the holdings while there is 
shortage of labour during the peak periods of crop sowing and harvesting. 
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iv. Few job opportunities occur outside agriculture. Unemployment compells the 
landless labourers to move outside the villages in search of better employment 
where the conditions are worse. 
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The present work is organized into three parts spread^over seven chapters. 
Part one is devoted to the general description of the landless labourers in 
Aligarh district. This part comprises of two chapters i.e. first and second. In the first 
chapter, the distribution and growth of landless labourers in Aligarh district has 
been discussed. The second chapter deals with the general characteristics of the 
sampled landless labourers. It covers population characteristics like age, sex and 
religion-wise distributions, their famly size, marital and edcational status, amenities 
and facilities availed by them like health care, drinking water, school and electricity 
facilities, awaness of various government programmes like Anti-poverty, Minimum 
Wage Act and Family Planning etc. 
Part two is devoted to the study of economic and social profile of the sampled 
landless labourers in the study area. This part spreads over four chapters i.e. third, 
fourth, fifth and sixth. In the third chapter an attempt has been made to assess the 
employment of the sampled landless labourers in the agricultural sector; number of 
workers employed, type of work done, month-wise and season-wise employment, 
wage rate and employment through animal husbandry. In the fourth chapter an 
attempt has been made to assess the employment of the sampled landless labourers in 
the non-agricultural sector both inside and outside the villages, daily commuters and 
seasonal migration. Chapter five makes an attempt to assess the employment of 
children of the sampled landless labourers both in the agricultural and non-agricultural 
sectors. In this chapter the family background of the working children, general 
profile, economic profile and social profile of the child labourers have been studied. 
The sixth chapter is devoted to the analysis of income, expenditure and indebtedness 
of landless labourers in the study area. 
Part three presents the crux of the problem investigated. This part comprises 
of only one chapter i.e. seventh. In this chapter an attempt is made to investigate the 
role of landless labourers in the agricultural economy of the study area. Assessment 
has been made of the role of the sampled landless labourers in crop-wise and seaon-
wise operations, in agricultural operations, in farms of different sizes, in various 
livestock operations, impact of new agricultural technlogy on their employment and 
income and unemployment problem. 
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The main conclusion that arises from the study is that inspite of the introduction 
of technology in agriculture especially the use of modern agricultural machinery and 
implements, the landless labourers still play a very important and crucial role in the 
agricultural economy of Aligarh district. Agricultural operations can not be completed 
without them. The availability of labour is a major constraint in the agricultural land 
use and cropping pattern. The quality and quantity of labour available at the period 
of peak labour demand still has great influence on the decision making process of the 
farmers. Inspite of urbanization and industrialization, there is a regular growth of 
the landless labourers and agriculture provides employment to most of them. 
Seasonal employment is a conspicuous feature of the agricultural sector and this 
compeils them to migrate outside their villages to nearby villages or to some town 
or city in search of job where conditions are worse. 
The following general conclusions may be drawn from the study: 
i. The number of landless labourers is large and growing rapidly in Aligarh 
district. There has been 276.6 percent increase in the number of landless 
labourers during the last thirty years. This tremendous increase is the result 
of rapid growth of population, decline in the number of workers engaged in 
the household industries, fragmentation of holdings, increase in the cost of 
use of agricultural technology and increase in intermediaries. 
ii Agriculture provides employment to almost three quarters and the bulk of the 
addition to the total labour force will continue to be absorbed in the agricultural 
sector. But it was observed that (a) employment opportunities in the 
agricultural sector tended on the whole to lag behind the increasing number 
of labour force in the study area, (b) There is heavy dependence on the 
agricultural sector which has resulted in under employment and constant 
migration of landless fabourers in search of better employment in the city, 
(c) The employment in the agricultural sector is either casual or seasonal, (d) 
Male, female and children all work in the agricultural sector. They do the 
work of harvesting, threshing, weeding, irrigating, transplantation, 
interculture, sowing, applying manures, winnowing and preparing the fields, 
(e) From the type of work these labourers do it is evident that they are not 
occupied for the whole year in the agricultural sector. On an average, a labour£.r 
gets work in the agricultural sector for 131.2 days in a year. Male labourers 
were employed for 161.4 days while female labourers were employed for 
101.1 days, (f) Average wage rate for male labourers is Rs. 27 per day and for 
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female it is just Rs. IS per day. There was varition in wages paid for different 
cropping seasons, for various agricultural operations and for male and female 
labourers. 
iii. The growth of employment in the non-agricultural sector in the study area is 
a result of'distress phenomena' of unemployed agricultural labourers who are 
forced to undertake non-farm work either(Tnise) the villages or as daily 
commuters or as seasonal migrants to some far off urban centres, (a) Inside 
the villages they work as loaders, rag-pickers, basket makers, constructional 
workers, match industry workers, pot makers, and weavers. On an average, 
they get employment for 30 to 50 days. Male labourers get employment for 
51 to 70 days while female labourers get employment for 30 to 50 days. The 
wage rates are higher than in the agricultural sector being Rs. 20 to 35 per 
day. (b) Daily commuters are mostly male labourers. They migrate from a 
distance of 5 to 30 kilometers to Aligarh city They do the work of baildari, 
in lock factories, in brick making, loading, construction, tonga pulling, glass 
making and repairing They get employment for 20 to 50 days. The wages are 
high ranging between Rs. 35 to Rs. 50 per day (c) There are more seasonal 
migrants than the daily commuters. They have migrated to Dadri, Delhi, 
Ghaziabad, Noida and Firozabad. They work as baildar, in glass factories and 
in sarya mills. Their number of days of employment ranged between 51 to 60 
days. Their wage rates varied between Rs. 30 to Rs. 50 per day. 
iv. The children of landless labourers are also doing the work in the agricultural 
and non-agricultural sectors to supplement the meagre income of their 
parents, (a) In the agricultural sector they work for mostly 10 hours a day. 
Male children get employment for 101 to 200 days and female children for less 
than 100 days per year. They are involved in operations like peeling, 
tranplantation, caring of cattle, weeding and sowing. On an average, they are 
earning Rs. 13 per day. Male child labourers get wage Rs. 26 per day while 
female paid just half of male child labourers. 
v. The major source of income of the sampled landless labourers was from the 
agricultural sector (56.3 percent). The average annual per capita income was 
Rs. 2,444. More than 60 percent families had katcha houses. The major share 
of family budget is spent on food and clothing. They borrow money mainly 
from money lenders on high interest rates. Thus, majority of them are in debt 
and remain in the grip of money lenders. 
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The basic hypothesis was further assessed by assessing involvement of 
landless labourers in crop-wise and season-wise operations, in various 
agricultural operations, in farms of different sizes, role after the introduction 
of new agricultural technology and in various livestock operations. 
Role of landless labourers in Crop-wise and season-wise operations: Kharif 
season lasts for nearly four and a half months. On an average, the landless labourers 
are employed for 52.9 days. Male landless labourers work for 68.3 days while the 
female work for 37.5 days. The farmers decision regarding the sowing of arhar, 
maize and sugarcane still depends upon the availability of labour. Rabisetison lasts 
for five and a half months. During this season, on an average the labour is employed 
for 71.2 days. Male labour is employed for 82.7 days while female labourers get 
work for 59.8 days. The availability of labour is again crucial at the time of sowing 
and harvesting of wheat, potato and peas crops. This shows the crucial role played 
by the landless labourers during the kharif and rabi seasons. The farmer's decision 
regarding the cropping pattern sitU depends on the availability of labour. 
Role of landless labourers in various agricultural operations: Out of the total 
male labour days (161.4 days), 33.2 days are devoted to harvesting, 28.7 days to 
sowing 18.3 days to irrigate the fields, 13.4 days to interculture, 13.1 days to 
fertilizer application, 11.0 days to threshing and 10.2 days to preparation of land. 
Out of the total female employment days (101.1 days), 35.4 days are employed in 
harvesting, 19.6 days in weeding, 14.0 days in interculture, 10.0 days in sowing, 9.0 
days in transplantation and 6 days in threshing. This shows that operations like 
harvesting, weeding, sowing, irrigating the fields canjjot be completed without the 
help of landless labourers. Farmers fully depend on them for successful and timely 
completion of agricultural operations. 
Role of landless labourers in farms of different sizes: The demand for labour is 
determined by the size of the farm. Several factors influence the decision making 
process of the farmers in the selection of crops grown by them. Field surveys 
revealed that large farmers were the most affected by the availability of labour at 
peak season followed by medium and semi-medium farmers. The large farmers still 
suffer from the same old problem of indifference and uncertainity of hired labour. 
Role of landless labourers after the introduction of new agricultural technology: 
The role of landless laourers has increased after new agricultural technology 
because their number of days of employment increased due to multi cropping but the 
wages are low as the supply of labour is quite elastic. 
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Role of landless labourers in various livestock operationss: The role of 
landless labourers in the livestock operations is in no way lesser than in the 
agricultural operations. On an average, the landless labour is employed in livestock 
operations for 68.8 days. Male labourers are involved in feeding for 14.8 days, in 
t ^ ^ n g r o d d e r for 11.1 days, in chaff cutting for 8.3 days. Female labour has 
significant role in feeding (18.5 days), milking (16.3 days) and bringing fodder (15.7 
days). 
Although the landless labourers have played an important and significant role 
in the agricultural economy of Aligarh district, still the problem of unemployment 
and underemployment exists. 
The analysis presented in study has a number of far reaching implications for 
the formulation of appropriate policies related to the improvement in the economic 
and social conditions of the landless labourers, towards increasing the rural 
employment potential in both the agricultural and non-agricultural sectors, 
towards creation of jobs in the village itself, towards creation of better employment 
environment for women and towards abolition of child labour. 
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In a predominantly agricultural economy the over all rate of economic growth 
depends to a very large extent on the rate of growth in agriculture. In India, 
achievements in the agricultural sector will continue to be a determining factor in 
the achievements of plan targets for many years to come. The success or failure of 
programmes of agricultural development, in turn not only depends upon the physical 
factors but it also depends upon the socio- economic factors. Of these factors, land 
tenancy, system of ownership, size of land holdings, availability of labour and 
capital, religion, level of technological development accessibility to the market, 
irrigation facilities, agricultural research and extension services, price incentives, 
government plans and international policies play an important role in agricultural 
activities. 
The role which the landless labourers play in the agricultural economy is very 
crucial and important because the availability of labour is a major constraint in the 
agricultural land use and cropping patterns of a region. Labour represents all human 
services other than decision making and capital. The availability of labour, its 
quantity and quality at the periods of peak labour demand have great influence on 
decision making process of the farmer. The different crops and agrarian systems vary 
in their total labour requirements. The labour inputs vary considerably round the 
year for most of the agricultural enterprises with the result that many farmers 
employ a mixed system of production in order to keep their labour fully employed 
Even then, in many parts of India, seasonal unemployment remains on most of the 
holdings, while during the peak periods of crop sowing (rice, wheat, sugarcane, 
vegetables and potatoes) and harvesting, there occurs acute shortage of labour 
which influences the sowing and harvesting operations and ther?J)y affects the 
decision of a farmer whether to grow or not a particular crop Many of the 
cultivators of western Uttar Pradesh have given up the cultivation of rice owing to 
the non-availability of workers at the times of transplantation and harvesting. The 
farmers of Punjab are increasingly dependent on migrant labourers from the Bihar 
State for the harvest of their wheat and rice crops. 
In some parts of India like in the plains of Punjab and Haryana there is rapid 
loss of farm labour due to industrialization. But in India very few job opportunities, 
occur outside agriculture which lead to unemployment of agricuJturaJ landless 
labourers and small farmers. Thus, the availability of labour has a direct impact 
especially in the labour intensive cropping patterns and its importance is much felt 
in the agricultural sector as a whole. 
In India agriculture provides employment to almost three-quarters of the 
total labour force and the bulk of the additions to the total labour force continues 
to be absorbed in agriculture. The heavy dependence of the population on agriculture 
is aggravated by rapid population growth. The consequence of agricultural 
underemployment is the large number of rural workers constantly on the move in 
search of better employment in the urban sector where the conditions are worse than 
the rural sector. The agricultural congestion therefore, constitutes a major 
impediment to raising agricultural production and productivity and despite rapid 
urbanisation, a major proportion of the growth in the labour force will continue to 
occur in rural areas. In the existing level of technology human labour is one of the 
most crucial factors of production. There, is, therefore, a direct correlation between 
agricultural development and the pattern and extent of utilizing of the available 
labour. Leaving aside the other inputs, efficient use of human labour itself can 
accelerate agricultural growth to a great extent. Nearly 75 per cent of India's 
population live in nearly 0.6 million villages. The development of India by and large 
lies in the development of its rural population. 
Landless labourers constitute the most neglected class in Indian rural structure. 
Since they posses no skill or training they have no alternative employment 
opportunities. Socially, a large number of landless labourers belong to schedule 
caste'. Therefore, they are an oppressed class. They are unorganised and can not 
fight for their rights. For the major part of the year, they have to work on other's 
farms. As the avenues for employment in the rural areas are limited it leads to their 
exploitation at the hands of the cultivators, money-lenders and others. Primarily, 
it is the lack of employment opportunities which leads to all sorts of exploitation of 
landless labourers in the rural areas. The exploitation is manifested in depressed 
wage rates, employment as casual labourers, high rates of interest charged on loans 
etc. 
One of the most disquieting features of the rural economy of India has been 
the growth in the number of landless labourers. The phenomena of unemployment, 
under-employment and surplus population are all simultaneously manifested in the 
daily lives and earnings of landless labourers. According to 1991 census, 38.75 
percent of the workers are classified as cultivators, 26.15 percent as agricultural 
labourers, 3.63 percent as other workers (engaged in livestock, forestry, fishing, 
hunting, plantation of orchards, mining and quarrying etc.). The number of agricultural 
labourers in the country is 74.66 millions (46.38 millions malesand 29.28 millions 
females). Between 1981 and 1991 agricultural labourers recorded a growth of 3.03 
percent per annum (2.90 percent for males and 3.24 percent for females). Most of 
the agricultural labour households are landless. 
With the increase in population, the land base of rural economy being the same 
and without any significant diversification, the incidence of rural labour has been 
continuously increasing. An increase in the total labour force from 174 millionsin 
1961 to 314 millions in 1991 was observed. As a proportion of the total rural labour 
force, the percentage of landless labourers has also increased from 18.0 percent in 
1961 to 26.1 percent in 1991. This implies that marginal farmers have been swelling 
the ranks of landless labourers. On account of the increasing economic compulsions 
in terms of past debts, they have been forced to sell their lands. This supports the 
popularly held view that the benefits of millions of rupees invested in irrigation, 
tubewells, fertilizers, etc. have gone to the big farmers. It also implies that 
cooperatives and rural banks have also helped the rich farmers. 
Government data about land distribution indicates that 61.0 percent of the 
rural households either own no land or small fragments of land or marginal uneconomic 
holdings of less than 1 hectare. Taken together, 61.0 percent of households own only 
8.0 percent of cultivated area. Out of them, 22.0 percent households own no land at 
all, another 25.0 percent own less than half hectare. Thus, these marginal farmers are 
the recruits in the army of landless labourers, since they subsist at the border of the 
poverty line and have been gradually slipping below the poverty line. 
Landlessness in an agrarian society represents an alienation from the principal 
source of income generation i.e. land. The rise in landlessness means that fewer and 
fewer people in rural areas can directly control their supply of food and income In 
such a category we may also include the small farmers with insufficient land to feed 
their families and in many cases, the marginal farmer who is deprived of any security 
over either his farm or his crops. The precariousness of such an agrarian structure 
becomes manifest when employment fails to increase or incomes fail to keep pace 
with inflation. 
Landless labourers have been defined as those who are basically unskilled, 
unorganised and who work in farms on wages for a larger part of the year. But when 
they do not get work in the villages, some of them migrate outside their villages in 
search of work. Indian economy is primarily an agricultural economy. Nearly 75.0 
percent of the working population derive its livelihood from agriculture because 
land provides not only raw materials for some of the principal industries like cotton, 
jute and sugar etc. but it also accounts for nearly 35.0 percent of the total income 
of the country. 
Of India's total geographical area (329 million hectares) nearly half of it is 
cultivated. More than 75.0 percent of the operational holdings are small (less than 
2 hectares and much of the labour used on these come from the family members. It 
is the medium size of land holding (4 to 10 hectares) and the big farm owners (more 
than 10 hectares) who employ labour as permanent servants on yearly basis and 
casual labour on daily basis. Employment as permanent servants was mainly for 
security against seasonal unemployment. Casual labour which included men, women 
and children constituted the majority of farm labour force. 
One of the aims of Indian planning is the expansion of employment 
opportunities. There may be and probably is sufficient food production (191 million 
tones, 1995-96) in the country to fill all empty or half empty stomachs, but unless 
every person has a job, bringing him a steady income to buy his needs, how can we 
gloat over higher food production and buffer stocks as k proud achievements 
because scarcity amidst plenty will remain and even grow with the soaring population 
(nearly 953 millions, 1996). So the very important question before us which needs 
to be answered isjrhatare there jobs in villages? Without a satisfactory answer to this 
question, no real and durable progress can take place in the rural sector. 
OBJECTIVES 
In the present work an attempt has been made to study the , "Distribution of 
Landless Labourers and their Role in Agricultural Economy of Aligarh district" 
This district was selected as the study area because it is one of the agriculturally 
advanced districts of Uttar Pradesh. According to a study (Mitra, 1961), Aligarh was 
one of the ten districts of Uttar Pradesh having highest level of development. This 
district was selected for Intensive Agricultural District Programme (lADP) in 1961-
62 with a view to accelerate the food production for compounding all the requisite 
inputs and to demonstrate to the farmers the most effective methods of increasing 
agricultural production with the help of latest farm technology. The result was that 
the district recorded high rates of growth in agricultural productivity and output 
particularly since the mid sixties. So in such an agriculturally advanced district it 
was thought worthwhile to examine the role of landless labourers in the agricultural 
economy. 
The present study has certain specific research objectives: 
1. To study the distribution and growth of landless labourers in the study area. 
2. To assess the general characteristics of the sampled landless labourers like 
their number, age, sex, and religion-wise distributions, family size, marital 
and educational status, amenities and facilities availed by them (like health 
care facility, drinking water facility, school facility, electricity facility), 
awareness of various programmes (like Anti-Poverty, Minimum Wage Act and 
Family Planning Programmes etc.). 
3. To assess the employment of the sampled landless labourers in the agricultural 
sector i.e. number of workers employed, type of work done, month-wise and 
season-wise employment, wage rates and employment through animal 
husbandry etc. 
4 To assess the employment of the sampled landless labourers in the non-
agricultural sector, i.e. number of workers employed, type of work done 
inside and outside the village, number of days of employment, wage rates, 
type of work done daily commuterSjjheir number of days of employment , 
various aspects of seasonal migration (like push and pull factors, age, caste, 
marital status, place of migration, type of work done, number of days of 
employment, wage rates etc). 
5. To assess the employment of children of the sampled landless labourers in the 
agricultural and non-agricultural sectors, their family background, number, 
age, family size, religion, education, number of days of employment, working 
hours, type of work done, wage rates, expenditure of their income, health and 
drop outs from schools etc. 
6. To assess the social conditions of the sampled landless labourers like their 
income; assets (like land, house, animals and agricultural impliments), their 
expenditure (on food, clothing, social ceremonies) and various aspects of 
indebtedness (like amount of debt taken, source of debt, rate of interest and 
purpose of debt etc). 
7. To assess the role of landless labourers in the agricultural economy of the 
study area - their role in crop-wise and season-wise operations, in various 
agricultural operations, in different farm sizes, in various livestock operations, 
impact of new agricultural technology on their employment and income and 
problems of unemployment. 
DATA BASE: 
The data were collected both from primary and secondary sources. 
Data from primary sources have been collected through: 
(i) Field surveys 
(ii) Household surveys 
(iii) Interview with landless labourers 
(iv) Discussions with government officials 
The field work was done by the writer during the years 1995 and 1996. For 
getting accurate information, the landless labour households were visited frequently. 
A questionnaire (Appendix I) was designed to collect the relevant information 
related to socio-economic conditions of landless labourers. Sufficient care was 
taken to make the questionnaire communicable to the respondents. The respondents 
for household questionnaire were the heads or important persons of the households. 
Data from secondary sources have been collected primarily from various 
bulletins: 
(i) District Census Handbook of Aligarh (1961, 1971, 1981 and 1991) published 
by Directorate of Census Operation, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. 
(ii) Sankhyanki Patrika (Statistical Bulletin, Year-wise from 1961 to 1991) 
published by District Statistics Office, Aligarh. 
METHODOLOGY: 
The data for studying the socio-economic conditions of the landless labourers 
were drawn from a comprehensive survey of 850 landless labour households in the 
study area with the help of a questionnaire (Appendix I), during 1995 and 1996. 
The sample design adopted was a purposeful one having two stages: 
(i) The first stage consisted of selecting villages randomly from the study area 
From every block (the district has 17 blocks) 5 villages were selected and in 
this way 85 villages were selected from the whole district. Figure 1 is showing 
the location of the sampled villages in Aligarh district. 
(ii) The second stage consisted of selecting the landless labour household from 
the 85 villages. From every village 10 landless labour households were 
selected randomly. In this way 850 landless labour households were selected 
from the whole district. Appendix II is showing the number of villages and the 
number of landless labour households sampled. 
(iii) Simple percentages have been calculated for the easy understanding of the 
data. 
HYPOTHESIS: 
The following hypotheses have to be tested. 
(i) The role which the landless labourers play in the agricultural economy is very 
crucial and important because the availability of labour is a major constraint 
in the agricu-ltural landuse and cropping pattern of a region. They influence 
the decision making process of the farmers. 
(ii) Agricultural congestion constitutes a major impediment to raising agricultural 
production and productivity and despite rapid urbanization a major proportion 
of the growth in labour force will continue to occur in the rural areas. 
(iii) Agriculture provides employment to most of the landless labourers but 
seasonal unemployment remains on most of the holdings while there is 

shortage of labour during the peak periods of crop sowing and harvesting. 
(iv) Few job opportunities occur outside agriculture. Unemployment compells the 
landless labourers to move outside the villages in search of better employment 
but where the conditions are worse. 
STUDY AREA: 
Aligarh is one of the important districts of Uttar Pradesh located in the north-
western part of the State at a distance of about 130 kms from Delhi. It lies in the 
central part of the Ganga-Yamuna doab. It is bounded by Bulandshahr district in the 
north, Mathura district in the south and south-west and Etah district in the east and 
south-east The extreme north-eastern boundary is formed by the river Ganga which 
separates Aligarh from Badaun district whereas the extreme north-western boundary 
is formed by the river Yamuna which seperates Aligarh from Gurgaon district of 
Haryana state* 
The district of Aligarh spreads from 27°29' to 28° 11' north latitudes and 77° 
29' to 78° 38' east longitudes. Out of the total area about 78.7 percent is under net 
cultivation and 158.87 p"Tercent is total cultivated area. Of the net cultivated area, 
97.6 percent is net irrigated of which 80.6 percent is under tubewells, 18.7 percent 
is under canal and the rest is irrigated by other sources (Statistical Bulletin, 1996). 
The district was chosen for Intensive Agricultural District Programme in 1960-61 
which envisaged immediate increase in production through provision of inputs 
including irrigation, fertilizers, high-yielding variety seeds, modern implements, 
pesticides etc. According to latest estimate (1996) the population of the district is 
nearly 3,295,982. The district has 27.9 percent main workers of which 52.1 percent 
are cultivators, 28.1 percent agricultural labourers, 1.7 percent are household 
industry workers and 18.0 percent are other workers. The proportion of agricultural 
labourers has increased from 23 0 percent in 1981 to 28 1 percent in 1991 
The district has been divided into six tehsils namely Koil, Atrauli, Sikandra 
Rao, Khair, Iglas and Hathras These tehsils are further sub-divided into 17 blocks 
namely, Dhanipur, Lodha, Jawan, Atrauli, Gangiri, Bijauli, Akrabad, Sikandra Rao, 
Hasayan, Khair, Chandaus, Tappal, Iglas, Gonda, Mursan, Sasni and Hathras spread 
over 1,769 villages [Table 1 and figure 2(A)]. 
10 
Table 1: Administrative division of Aligarh district (1996) 






































Total Aligarh District 17 Blocks 1,769 villages 




Agricultural development is a key element of rural development. The main aim 
of agricultural develoment is higher farm out put while for rural development, it is 
the improvement of material and social welfare. The first provides the basis for the 
second since agriculture largely generates the income required for sustaining rural 
development. There is direct correlation between agricultural development and 
pattern and extent of utilization of labour. Therefore, it becomes important to 
discuss about the physical conditions of the area which plays an important role in the 
development of agriculture. 
Physical Features: 
The topographic features of Aligarh district are similar to those found in other 
parts of the Ganga-Yamuna Doab. Physiographically, the district contains vast 
alluvial plains, having a gentle slope from north to south and south-east, and is 
drained by the rivers Ganga in the north-east and Yamuna in the north-west. Figure 
2(B) has been prepared for the ready understanding of the topography of Aligarh 
district. 
From the low khadar of the Ganga river in the east, the level of the district 
rises sharply to the high uplands which crowns the old flood bank of the river Ganga 
and then descends inland gradually to a depression, drained by the Nim and Chhoiya 
Nadis. Beyond which, it rises again to the bank of Kali nadi. Along the right bank 
Of the Kali nadi, is another sandy to silty belt rising from the low and narrow khadar 
belt of the stream. Adjoining it, is a fertile belt of loam soil, which sinks gradually 
into the broad central depression. 
Through the centre of the district, a broad belt of low-lying land runs from 
north-west to south-east. This broad low-lying belt is in fact the continuation of the 
belt which begins from the district of Meerut, passing through the Ghaziabad and 
Bulandshahr districts, enters Aligarh district from Koil tehsil in the north. The 
depression is narrow in the north and gets wider towards the south and it eventually 
passes into the adjoining district of Etah. It is believed to be a part of a very 
extensive low-lying tract which runs through the centre of the doab, parallel to the 
rivers Ganga and Yamuna. This tract is characterized by imperfect drainage and 
numerous 7^/75 in which the surface water collects. 
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Beyond this depression, the surface rises again into a level plain known as 
western uplands. In the north-west, the general characteristics of the doab are 
maintained, loam alternating with clay in the depressions and with lighter ground on 
the banks of the few drainage channels, titt'finally comes the high cliff of the 
Yamuna. From here, the level drops to the khadar of Yamuna. In the south-west of 
the district, sandy tracts with practically no depressions are found. 
Topographically, the district represents a shallow trough (sauce-pan shape) 
like appearance. On the basis of topography the district could be divided into three 
divisions: 
1 The khadar plains found mainly along the river Ganga in the east and along the 
river Yamuna in the west. 
2. The eastern and western uplands. 
3 The central low-lying tract. 
Geologically, Aligarh district forms a part of the Indo-Gangetic plain which 
came into existence in the Pleistocene period. This land lying infront of the newly 
upheaved mountains (Himalayas) formed a depression, which was rapidly filled up 
by the waste of the high lands. 
Climate: 
The climate of Aligarh district vacillates between the two extremes of severe 
cold in winters (January maximum temperature 21" C and minimum 7° C) and 
oppressive heat in summers (June maximum temperature 43''C to 46"C). The climate 
is in tune with that normally prevails in the western part of Uttar Pradesh. The 
rainfall is scanty ranging 60 to 75 centimeters per annum. The district experiences 
J tropical monsoon type of climate with its characteristics season rhythm marked by 
the north-east and south-west monsoons. There are four distinct seasons most 
commonly recognised. 
1. The cold weather season (December to February) 
2 The hot weather season (March to Mid-June) 
3. The season of general rains (Mid June to Mid September) 
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4. The season of retreating monsoon (Mid September to November) 
The cold weather season is characterised by cold and dry air which blows 
continuously during the three months. The sky is generally clear and cloud cover 
rarely exceeds two-tenth. During this season, the temperature falls and pressure 
rises. As a result of which the whole district comes under the influence of high 
pressure belt. The beginning of this season is marked by a considerable fall in 
temperature. The cold waves coming from the Himalayas also bring a fall in the 
temperature for a short period. The direction of prevailing winds is normally from 
west and north-west to east and south-east. The winqs are dry and light and generally 
blow at an average speed of about 3.2 kms. per hour. The rainfall is very small, 
irregular and sporadic and is caused due to the western depressions. The rainfall for 
the months of December, January and February was recorded to be 1.57 cms, 2.78 
cms and 0 cms. .>>yCc»|:i' .^ .*^4^-^*i •^ s.* '^-> r' f' ' ^ f^ 
The hot weather season is characterized by rising temperature and falling 
pressure. In March, the temperatures starts rising. The months of May and June 
record exceptionally high temperatures. The days are characterized by intensive 
heat dry air and low relative humidity. A regular phenomena of this season is the 
blowing of hot and dry winds locally called as loo, which blow with great velocity 
(March 5.5 kms and in June 10.5 kms per hour). The humidity is lowest during these 
months occasionally falling to 2 or 3 per cent in the afternoon. Another peculiar 
phenomena of this season is the occurence of dust and thunder^ storm, which are 
locally known as andhis. They usually occur in the afternoons and are accompanied 
by squally winds, thunder, blinding dust and some times rain. The total rainfall 
recorded during the months of March, April and May 1995 was about 2,18 cms, 4.63 
cms and 4.68 cms respectively. 
The atmospheric temperature falls with the arrival of the humid oceanic 
currents and the air becomes cool and pleasing by the end of June. The average 
relative humidity is 73.73 per cent in July and 62.82 per cent in October. The sky is 
generally over cast. Rains set in usually by June end or early July and continue until 
the end of September or early ©ctober. The maximum rainfall of about 215.33 mm 
and 205.00 mm. was observed in the months of July and August 1995 respectively. 
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The season of retreating monsoon is characterized by the hot and sticky 
weather and rise in temperature which starts falling by the end of October The skies 
are clear and relative humidity falls to 47 pr cent. The precipitation in October is 
only about 3 cms. and cloud cover rarely exceeds one-tench. Due to clear sky the 
day temperature is high but the night temperature falls. 
Drainage: 
Indian agriculture is the gamble of monsoon due to its uncertainity, seasonality 
and long spells of droughts in rainy season. Therefore assured irrigation has become 
one of the dominant inputs. If farmer is not in a position to supply water within the 
prescribed period, the productivity is reduced up to a substantial level and it changes 
the balance sheet of out put and input. It means that without assured irrigation, the 
input exceeds >crthe output. Moreover, in the area under study, the average annual 
rain fall is 67 cms per annum and that is highly eratic. On the other hand soil is 
generally sandy-loam having high rate of permeability. So the agriculture heavily 
depends upon the irrigation especially by tubewells and canal irrigation. Four to five 
watering^.ifi'needed for bumper crops of wheat, potato, sugarcane and maize. So for 
maintaining humidity in the soils watering is needed at least one time in every week. 
Therefore a large number of labourers are needed for cultivation of various crops of 
rabi and kharif seasons. Moreover, the labourers are needed for drilling of tube 
wells which have become a general phenomena and nearly in every large agricultural 
farm tubewells are installed and their age is generally 5 to 10 years and some become 
outdated due to lowering of water table because of the increasing intensity of the 
harnessing of the underground water. If a drought year comes then all the tube wells 
become^ dry and again new tube wells are installed . In this way labourers get 
employment. So drainage system has played an important role in the process of 
agricultural production, so the pre-requisite to formulate a policy on utilization of 
surface and underground water is to conduct a comprehensive study of water 
potential of the study area. 
Surface water: 
Rivers are beneficial in two ways. Firstly, they provide water for irrigation 
purpose and secondly riivers bring yearly enormous loads of alluvial deposit from 
the mountains and deposit it on their beds and sides. These alluvial deposits help in 
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the formation of very rich and fertile soils. Rivers help in the renewing the fertility 
of the land with their yearly fresh deposit. Both the rivers Ganga and Yamuna, 
flowing on the high land prepheries of the district bring with them large amount of 
alluvium which is further transported to the low-lying aras of the district. The rivers 
of Aligarh flow from North to South and South-east following the general slope of 
the land. There are many small seasonal streams and nalas which have no permanent 
source of water and they are completely dried up or reduced to insignificant streams 
during the summer months. These stream^also help in irrigation. Ganga and Yamuna 
are perenial rivers while Kali, Sengar, Karon, Rind and Neem are seasonal rivers. 
Fig. 2(C). 
The ground water level of blocks Jawan, Dhanipur, Sikandra Rao, Hasayan, 
Akrabad and Hathras is geneally high. The blocks of Atrauli, Gangiri, Bijauli, Lodha 
and Sasni have deep ground level while the blocks of Gonda, Iglas, Mursan, Khair, 
Tappal and Chandous have medium ground water level. 
Soils: 
Soil is the medium of plant growth and it is one of the most important 
endowments of nature to man. The nature of soil not only determines the per hectare 
productivity but also the number of labourers required for tilling the fields, mixing 
the seeds with the soil and cleaning the crops from a take of herbs and weeds, 
irrigating the fields and applying chemical fertilizers etc. An enormous variety of 
products is derived from the filling of the soil. Therefore our main task is to make 
good use of it. 
The soil of Aligarh district is alluvial (both old and new alluvium is found). 
The new alluvium is confined to the flood plains of the rivers and their tributaries 
while the old alluvium is found in the level plains above the flood level of the main 
rivers and their tributaries. These soils differ considerably in their texture and 
consistency ranging from sands through loams and silts to heavy clay that are ill-
drained and some times charged with injurious salts knowns as reh. The great soil 
tracts of the district are found almost parallel to the rivers. From the east of the river 
Ganga, the soil varies from sandy to sandy-loam and clayey-loam up to middle of the 
district. Further westwards there is again the sandy loam tract which finally merges 
into the sandy bed of the river Yamuna. 
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On the basis of profile, texture, colour etc, the Soil Survey Department (1985) 
classified the soils of Aligarh district into eight types. Fig. 2 (D). 
(i) Recent alluvium which occurs over a narrow belt along the river beds of the 
Ganga, Yamuna and Kali. The colour of the soil varies from the light gray to 
ash gray and the texture is sandy to silty loam. 
(ii) Ganga-loamy sands forms a narrow half in the north eastern part of Atrauli 
tehsil and lies parallel to the recent alluvium soil type. It is loamy-sand in 
texture and yellowish gray in colour. 
(iii) Ganga sandy loam covers a sizable portion of the district. It is homogeneous 
in character and the topography is remarkably level. The soils are brown in 
colour. Numerous sandy ridges are found on these soil tracts showing the 
evidence of soil erosion. 
(iv) Ganga clayey-loam is found in the Sikandra Rao tehsil and Jawan block of 
Koil tehsil. It is also found in Lodha and Dhanipur blocks of Koil tehsil and 
Gangiri and Atrauli blocks of Atrauli tehsil. It runs north to south almost 
parallel to the course of river Ganga. 
(v) Yamuna Sandy-loam covers the entire tehsil of Iglas, most of the area of 
Hathras tehsil, Khair, Chandaus and eastern part of Tappal blocks of Khair 
Tehsil. The entire area of these soils form an upland topography. 
(vi) Yamuna Khadar soil runs from north to south almost parallel to the course 
of the river Ganga. The soil is generally clayey or clayey loam in texture. This 
type of soil occurs in the cnetral part of Tappal Block in the north, south and 
east of the Yamuna clayey-loam. 
(vii) Trans-Yamuna Khadar type of soil covers the central and eastern part of 
Tappal block of Khair tehsil. The texture of the soil is the fine sandy loam to 
loam in character. 
(viii) Usar soils are found in the western part of the district in comparatively 
elevated lands of Khair, Iglas and Hathras tehsils. These soils are sandy in 
texture and being deficient in organic matter and are not fertile. 
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CHAPTER SCHEME 
The present work is organized into three parts spreads over seven chapters 
exclusive of introduction which is devoted to the magnitude, objectives, data base, 
methodology, hypothesis, study area and chapter scheme. 
Part One is devoted to the general description of the landless labourers in 
Aligarh District. This part comprises of two chapters ie. first and second. In the first 
chapter, the distribution and growth of landless labourers in Aligarh district has 
been discussed. The second chapter deals with the general characteristics of the 
sampled landless labourers. It covers population characteristics like age-wise, sex-
wise and religion-wise distributions, their family size, marital status and educational 
status; amenities and facilities availed by them like health care facility, drinking 
water facility, school facility and electricity facility, awareness of various government 
programmes like Anti-Poverty Programme, Minimum Wage Act and Family Planning 
etc. 
Part two is devoted to the study of economic and social profile of the sampled 
landless labourers in the study area. This part spreads over four chapters ie. third, 
fourth, fifth and sixth. In the third chapter an attempt has been made to assess the 
employment of the sampled landless labourers in the agricultural sector, number of 
workers employed, type of work done, month-wise and season-wise employment, 
wage rates and employment through animal husbandry. In the fourth cahpter an 
attempt has been made to assess the employment of the sampled landless labourers in 
the non-agricultural sector both inside and out side the villages of the study area 
It deals with three aspects like non-agricultural employment inside the villages, 
daily commuters and seasonal migration. Chapter five makes an attempt to assess the 
employment of children of the sampled landless labourers both in the agricultural and 
non-agricultural sectors. In this chapter the family back ground of the working 
children, general profile, economic profile and social profile of the child labourers 
have been studied. The sixth chapter is devoted to the analysis of income, 
expenditure and indebtedness of the sampled landless labourers in the study area. 
Part three presents the crux of the problem investigated: This part comprises 
of only one chapter - i.e. seventh. In this chapter an attempt is made to investigate 
the role of landless labourers in the agricultural economy of the study area. 
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Assessment has been made of the role of the sampled landless labourers in crop-wise 
and season-wise operations, in agricultural operations, in farms of different sizes, 
in various livestock opeations, impact of new agricultural technology on their 
employment and income and unemployment problem. 
Finally, a brief conclusion based on the results obtained has been presented. 
PJIRT OHE 
LANDLESS LABOURERS IN ALIGARH DISTRICT 
C«^^«:<Rr O^ N^  
DISTRIBUTION AND GROWTH OF LANDLESS 
LABOURERS IN ALIGARH DISTRICT 
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Agricultural labour constitutes the poorest segment of the Indian agricultural 
population. Data from various sources show that this social group has emerged and 
grown from the last quarter of the nineteenth century only. It also further appears that 
the village society was not divided on class concept as it was seen during the British 
period. A separate class of landless labourers in the village society was meagre and 
confined to family farm operations, household industry and services (Surendra J. Patel, 
1961). 
In the Indian villages communities, the cultivators and artisans working on 
domestic industries had lived together for centuries on the basis of traditional 
arrangements, resulting in the exchange of cultivator's products and artisans services. 
Each cultivator^ used to carry on the cultivation of his farm with the assistance of his 
own family members. In such a society founded on the integrated unity of agriculture and 
handicrafts, there was no room for existence of any independent and distinct class of 
landless agricultural labour, whose main source of livelihood was to work on the lands 
of these for which they received payment in kind or cash. (Compball S.G., 1974). 
During the British rule, the country had suffered in all spheres and dimensions 
such as agriculture, industry and resulted in the emergence of proletariat class, acute 
poverty, unemployment, exploitation and widened inequalities. In the process of 
destruction and merciless exploitation of the economy, the class of agricultural labour, 
a distinct and the largest class in the rural society has emerged by the first quarter of the 
twenty century. (Patel, S.J., 1990). 
Indian agriculture is still a gamble of monsoon though more than four and half 
decades of planning era is completed. Small or marginal farmer cannot expect a better 
life except bare-minimum in good years and in bad years he is at the mercy of the money-
lender. In tho-^e days, recurring families destroyed the village economy in general and 
small and marginal farmers in particular. 
British economic policy caused much devastating effect on the social and 
economic status of agricultural population. It resulted in the break down of age old 
institutions and established pattern of social order, dissolved and paved the way for a 
different set of institutions. The village system in India had been built on the domestic 
union of agricultural and manufacturing pursuits. The British rule in India introduced new 
21 
set of land relations by making land a commodity therej)y giving a mortal bf low to the 
village commoaities prevailing in the countryside. 
Under the new land policy, the farmers had to pay land revenue in terms of 
cash and not in kind as in the Pre-British period. The peasant^ in India^then facing a new 
situation of exchanging his product for money,'uie necessity for cash, pushed him into a 
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process of mortgage, transfer and sale of his property rights. 
In the Post-Independence era, certain measures like land reform Act (1953-
54), Minimum Wage Act (1948) were passed to correct the imbalance in the rural social 
setting. The Land reforms (1953-54) introduced during the Post-independence 
period have resulted in further increase in the number of landless agricultural 
labourers. Tenancy Reforms (1974) have reduced the tenants to a lower status of 
the agricultural labourers. It is argued that in a number of cases, the protection 
given to the tenant;^ has not benefited him in practice because of the right of 
resumption given to land lord, the exercise of which has converted the tenant into 
an agricultural labour'^nd the landlord into the so called personal cultivator 
(Nanavathi, M. B and Anjana, J. J, 1977). Powerful and interfering land owners 
succeeded in exciting the tenants and in engaging them as labourers (Andre B, 
1962). The dramatic effect of tenancy legislation in the fifties was the gradual 
demise of the tenant (Parthasarthy G, 1991). In many areas, the landlessness has 
increased either as a result of eviction or of population growth (Joshi, P. C. 
1975). 
Certain differences in concept and in definition have created difficulties 
in comparing the census data of various-rpunds (Census of India, 1961, 1971, 
1981, 1991). The Census of 1961, used the 'usual status' definition of a worker 
which provided an inventory of persons engaged in any economic activity on a 
more or less regular basis. The reference period, excepting trade, business, 
professions or services, for which it was specifically of fortnight priorto the dat^ ©'• 
enumeration was broadly defined as 'the greater part of the working seasons ^ 
during which only one gainfully employed for at least one hour a day was^'^ 
considered to be a worker's. The 1971 census, made a major departure, by using "^  
a labour time deposition criterion over the reference period one year for those 
engaged in cultivation/livestock raising/house hold industries, and plantations 
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and by defining workers as 'only those who spent the major part of their time in 
economic activities. Thus, all theregular/marginal/part-time workers by thetime 
deposition criterion can to be enumerated as non-workers. At the 1981 census there 
was an attempt to collect information on main workers and marginal workers 
separately. The 1981 census, also used time deposition criterion over the reference 
period one year and defined main workers as, those who worked for a major part 
of the year preceding the enumeration. According to 1991 census, 'those who had 
work<^d for the major part of the year' are termed as main workers. By major part 
of the year is meant 6 months (180 days) or more. 
In this chapter an attempt has been made to study the distribution and 
growth of landless labourers in Aligarh district. This chapter has been divided into 
two parts. In the first part a brief account of the distribution of main workers in 
the study area has been presented. The second part deals with the growth of 
landless labourers in the study area. 
1.1 DISTRIBUTION OF MAIN WORKERS : 
The economic classification of the population of Aligarh district shows 
that about 27.4 percent of the total population are the main workers, 2.6 percent 
are marginal workers and ' 0 percent are non-workers (Statistics Bulletin, 
1993). Table 1.1 and figure 1.1 shows the distribution of main workers in Aligarh 
district during 1991..J. This category of main workers includes cultivators, 
agricultural labourers, house-hold industry workers and other workers. 
A perusal of this table shows that among the workers, about 52.1 percent 
are cultivators, 28.1 percent are agricultural labourers, 1.8 percent are engaged 
in household industries and the remaining 18.0 percent are engaged in other 
occupations like livestock, forestry, fishing, hunting, plantation of orchards, 
mining^quarrying etc.) 
The proportion of main workers engaged as cultivators varies tremendously 
from one block to another. It is as high as 70.6 percent in Bijauli followed by 
Gangiri (67.4 percent) and Sikandra Rao (62.0 percent). Atrauli, Gonda, Khair, 
Chandaus, Tappal, Akrabad and Hasayan have more than 50.0 percent. The 
2'3 
































































































































































Source : Sankhyanki Patrika (1991), published from Department of Statistics 
and Economics, Aligarh. 
blocks where the proportion of cultivators is less than 50.0 percent are Iglas 
(49.4 percent), Jawan (41.8 percent), Dhanipur (43.0 percent), Lodha (37.2 
percent), Mursan (45.3 percent) and Sasni (39.9 percent). 
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The distribution of agricultural labourers also varies significantly. Sasni 
has the maximum percentage of agricultural labourers (35.8 percent) while Bijauli 
has the lowest (19.1 percent). Blocks in which agricultural labourers are more 
than 25.0 percent are Hathras (34.1 percent), Mursan (33.8 percent), Iglas (32.2 
percent), Dhanipur (37.3 percent), Khair (32.0 percent), and Hasayan (31.1 
percent). Atrauli, Gangiri, Gonda, Jawan, Lodha, Chandaus, Tappal, Akrabad, 
Sikandra Rao, haveless than 30.0 percent agricultural labourers. 
The household industry sector has not attracted much of the main workers. 
The proportion of such workers isless than 3€.0 percent in all the blocks. The 
highest proportion isrecorded in Chandaus block where 2.7 percent of its main 
workers are engaged in house hold industry, Akrabad (1.1 percent) and Jawan 
(1.1 percent) are having the lowest proportion ofsuch workers. 
The residuary category of other workers also presents a diversified picture. 
Among the blocks, the proportion of main workers categorised as other workers 
varies between 34.1 percent in Lodha and 9.1 percent in Bijauli. In all the blocks, 
the proportion of other workers is less than 30.0 percent. e><c^{ 
12 GROWTH OF LANDLESS LABOURERS : 
The growth of agricultural labourers with 1961 as the base year as shown 
in table 1.2. This might help in tracing the trends in the growth oft his category 
over the last 30 years period. 
In the first decade (1961-70), there has been a continuous increase in the 
agricultural labourers in all blocks. The maximum increase in the proportion of 
agricultural labourers could be seen in Khair block (170.5 percent) and the 
lowest in Sikandra Rao (38.8 percent). About 10 blocks namely, Khair (170.5 
percent), Chandaus (168.0 percent), Gonda (164.2 percent), Lodha (161.1 
percent), Mursan (157.3 percent), Tappal (135.9 percent), Gangiri (126.8 
percent,) Atrauli (126.7 percent), Bijauli (125.1 percent) and Hathras (115.0 
percent) registered a higher increase than the district's average increase of 107.6 
percent. 
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Table 1.2: Percentage increase/decrease of agricultural labourers 
in Aligarh district (1961-90). 





































































Aligarh District 107.6 7.6 59.8 
S o u r c e : Sankhyanki Patrika (1961, 1971, 1981, 1991), published from 
Department of Statistics and Economics, Aligarh 
During 1970-81, the increase in the category of agricultural labourers 
was marginal. The number of agricultural labourers declined in ^J»csix blocks 
namely, Gangiri (12.7 percent), Bijauli (4.0 percent), Dhanipur (3.7 percent), 
Akrabad (9.9 percent), Hasayan (13.8 percent), and Mursan (7.9 percent). The 
maximum increase during this decade could be seen in Gonda (30.6 percent) and 
the lowest in Khair being (3.5 percent). Ten blocks namely Gonda (30.6 percent), 
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Sikandra Rao (25.2 percent), Iglas (25.1 percent), Lodha (22.5 percent), Sasni 
(22.0 percent) Chandaus (17.4 percent), Jawan (15.9 percent), Hathras (14.7 
percent), Tappal (14.5 percent) and Atrauli (12.8 percent) registered a higher 
increase than the district's average of 7.6 percent. 
During the next decade i.e. 1980-91, again an increasingtrend in the proportion 
of agricultural labourers was observed. The increase of agricultural labourers in this 
decade ranged from 111.1 percent in Gangiri to 39.9 percent in Hathras. Ten blocks 
namely Gangfri (111.1 percent), Atrauli (84.3 percent), Jawan (75.7 percent), Tappal 
(75.2 percent), Bijauli (71.2 percent), Khair (67.8 percent), Hasayan(65.8 percent), 
Lodha (63.7 percent), Sasni (61.0 percent) and Chandaus (60.9 percent) registered a 
higher increase than the district's average increase of 59.8 percent. 
The continuous multiplication in the number of agricultural labourers in 
the district is the result of the interaction of numerous factors. Firstly, it is due 
to natural growth. Table 1.3 and figure 1.3 is showing the changes in population 
of Aligarh district from 1961-1990. 
The table shows that the population of Aligarh district has increased at 
a very rapid pace after Independence. However, development has proceeded at 
a very slow rate and it was not possible to provide employment to the increasing 
population in study area other than agriculture. The population ofthe district has 
increased by 18.1 percent during the decade 1960-71. No block has experienced 
a negative growth rate; though there was a large variation in the growth rates in the 
blocks. There were four blocks which shewed a high (more than 21.0 percent) 
increase in the population namely, Chandaus (28.6 percent), Jawan(25.7percent), 
Lodha(21.5 percent) and Atrauli (22.9 percent). Eight blocks have experienced a 
medium growth rate (14.0-21.0 percent) namely, Gangiri (17.0 percent, Iglas 
(20.2 percent), Gonda (17.5 percent), Jawan (19.5 percent), Tappal (18.1 
percent) Akrabad (17.2 percent), Hasayan (16.6 percent) and Sasni (18.0 
percent). A low growth rate (less than 14.0 percent) was recorded in five blocks 
namely, Bijauli (7.7 percent), Dhanipur (12.0 percent), Sikandra Rao (13.4 
percent) and Mursan (10.0 percent). 
During the decade 1 970-81 the population ofthe district has increased 
by 13.6 percent. Six blocks had a high growth rate (above 16.0 percent). Blocks 
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Table 1.3 Changes in population of Aligarh district(1961-90). 





































































Aligarh District 18.1 13.6 24.4 
Source: Sankhyanki Patrika . (1961, 1971, 1981, 1991), published from 
Department of Statistics and Economics, Aligarh. 
of Atrauli (23.4 percent), Bijauli (22.3 percent), Lodha (20.7 percent), Mursan 
(24.3 percent) and Sasni (25.9 percent) fall in this category. The blocks which 
constitute the medium category (10-18 percent) are Gangiri (13.4 percent), Iglas 
(14.1 percent), Gonda (14.1 percent), Jawan (16.7 percent), Chandaus (10.0 
percent), Tappal (11.1 percent), Sikandra Rao (15.2 percent), and Hathras (10.2 




percent) namely Dhanipur (9.9 percent), Khair (3.2 percent), Akrabad (1.8 
percent) and Hasayan (3.3 percent). 
During the decade 1980-91, the district has experienced a growth rate 
of population of 24.4 percent. Two blocks have registered a high growth rate 
(more than 35.0 percent) namely, Lodha (44.9 percent) and Jawan (35.3 percent). 
Two blocks experienced medium growth rate (25-35 percent) namely, Atrauli 
(26.8 percent) and Tappal (26.0 percent). A low growth rate (less than 25.0 
percent) was recorded in thirteen blocks namely, Gangiri (23.4 percent), Bijauli 
(23.2 percent), Iglas (22.5 percent), Gonda (20.0 percent), Dhanipur (15.4 
percent), Khair (22.8 percent), Chandaus (22.6 percent), Akrabad (22.4 percent), 
Sikandra Rao( 19.3 percent), Hasayan (17.9 percent), Mursan (23.6 percent), 
Sasni (24.1 percent) and Hathras (23.1 percent). 
The technology mix in manufacturing industries, transport and tertiary 
industries is such that the capital labour-ratio is practically fixed and un#changing. 
Consequently, it is generally not possible to provide increasing employment 
opportunities in these sectors. However, situation in the agricultural sector is 
entirely different. Not only the capital-labour ratio but even the land-labourer 
ratio is variable. Therefore, when population increases, people fall back upon 
agriculture for their livelihood (in the pace of unexponential employment 
opportunities in other sectors). Thus, increase in population is one of the major 
reasons of increase in the number of agricultural labourers. 
Secondly, there was a rapid decline of cottage industries and village 
handicrafts during the British period. Modern industries were not set up to take 
their place. The traditional industries of rural areas were destroyed due to 
unavoidable circumstances and alternati\ c employment opportunities to the skilled 
and unskilled workers engaged in these industries were not made. The decline of 
rural industries has led many artisans to become agricultural labourers. Table 
1.4 and figure 1.4 is showing the percentage increase/decrease of house hold 
industry workers in Aligarh district from 1961 to 1991. 
The proportion of agricultural labourers synchronised invariably with a 
decrease in the proportion of workers engaged in household industry, indeed. 
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Table 1.4 Percentage increase/decrease of household industry workers 

































































































Source: Sankhyanki Patrika . (1961, 1971, 1981, 1991), published from 
Department of Statistics and Economics, Aligarh 
the coincidence, if it is one goes further, in such blocks where the increase in 
A 
the proportion of agricultural labourers has been substantial during 1961 to 
1991. The decrease in household industry workers category has also been 
significant leading to the plausable inference that the large number of workers 
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Thirdly, the process of subdivision and fragmentation of holdings (which is 
mainly a consequence of the law of inheritance and decline of joint family system) 
has continued unabated for a long period of time. This has rendered a large 
number of holdings uneconomic. As a consequence, farmers working on these 
holdings find it difficult to make IrMJl ends meet. Therefore, they are forced to 
work on the farms of big landlords as agricultural labourers to supplement their 
income from land. 
Table 1.5: Distribution of land holdings and average size of operated area per 
holding in Aligarh district. (1970-71 to 1990-91). 
(In Percent) 
Size of land 1970-71 
holdlBf/Vcar Land Area 
ho ld in t Operated 
1 2 
-•v\i^ W Vi "' 
1980-81 1990-91 Averaee size of Ooerated Area 
Land Area Land Area 1970-71 1980-81 1990-91 
holdinf operated holdinc operated 



















































Total 223,150 409,400 251,217 408,140 283,270 407,743 
Source. Sankhyanki Patrika . (1961, 1971, 1981, 1991), published from 
Department of Statistics and Economics, Aligarh 
The table shows that maximum number of holdings belonged to marginal 
category followed by small, semi-medium, medium and large. An increase in the 
number of marginal holdings (49 percent in 1970-71 to 57.0 percent in 1990-91) 
and small holdings (20 percent in 1970-71 to 21.0 percent in 1990-91) was 
observed while a decrease in the number of semi-medium (from 14 percent to 10 
percent), medium (from 12 percent to 8 percent and large (from 6 percent to 4 
percent) was observed during to last twenty years. Regarding the total area 
operated, maximum area was under the large farms followed by medium, semi-
medium, small and marginal. 
•o 
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Fourthly, with the increase in the number of intermediaries, the land started 
slipping out of the hands of small farmers, consequently they were forced either 
to adopt the status of tenants on work as agricultural labourers. After 
Independence, the government adopted various measures of land reforms. Under 
the cover of these reforms, zamindars and big land lords evicted a number of 
tenants on the pretext of personal cultivation. A majority of these people had no 
alternative but to seek employment as agricultural labourers. Table 1.6and figure 
1 S is showing the percentage increase/decrease of cultivators in Aligarh district 
from 1961 to 1991. , ol J J?.>lo^ '^'*'" 






































































































Source: Sankhyanki Patrika . (1961, 1971, 1981, 1991), published from 
Department of Statistics and Economics, Aligarh 
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The table shows that there was a decline in the number of cultivators from 
57.3 percent in 1961 to 47.8 percent in 1971 and again decreased from 59.6 
percent in 1981 to 52.1 percent in 1991. Thus, the decline of share-cropping is 
partly due to land reform legislation and partly due to the technological innovations 
which has led to a major decline in the proportion of the self-employed and a rise 
in the proportion of the wage employed in the working force. That is, eviction of 
tenants seemed to be a major cause in swelling the number&rof agricultural 
labourers in the study area. Agricultural mechanization, along^vith improved 
agricultural practices, has resulted in an increase in the number of agricultural 
labourers. Cultivation with the help of hired labour has become more beneficial 
as compared to the leasing of land. As a result the share-croppers are also being 
reduced to agricultural labourers. The benefits of the recent breakthrough in 
agricultural production based on the adoption of modern technology has also 
gone mainly to the well off farmers. 
A relatively large addition to the disadvantageous sections like 
schedule castes (23.0 percent) of the study area, inadequacy of the land distribution 
programmes, regional agricultural progress, rise in agricultural wages could have 
been the contributing factors. 
The unawareness and unorganised situation among tenants was 
exploited by the landlords. No organised effort was made to make the tenants 
understand the law and to ensure that they take advantage of it. Even when the 
farmers are apaware of their rights, they are generally in a weak position both 
economically and socially to insist on their rights (N. Gulzarilal, 1983). 
Tenancy legislation helped for the increase in magnitude of landless 
labourers. They could not ask either landlords or village officers oif influential 
village leaders for the implementation of law. Consequent to the land reform 
legislation, many tenants have been deprived of their existing tenancy rights 
through the device of resumption of land by land-owners for self cultivation, 
thereby, reducingthem to the status of agricultural labourers(Joshi, P C . 1975). 
In recent years, many landlords have reduced their erstwhile tenants to the 
status of farm labourers with a view to circumventing certain provisions of the 
38 
land reforms legislation which aimed at conferring ownership on the tillers of the 
land and fixing reasonable terms of tenancy in order to protect the interests of 
tenants. The land reform measures have resulted in counter-production since it 
is unwillingly imposed from above. 
Whatever the development that could be achieved in agriculture during the 
Post-Independence period, it has resulted in swelling the ranks of agricultural 
labourers in the study area. The application of new technology is more favourable 
and beneficial to those farmers who own and operate a large size of holding than 
to the farmer owning and operating a small ormarginal size of holding. 
The gains of introduction of irrigation, seed, fertilizers technology, though, 
theoretically scale-neutral, has been very unevenly distributed on account of the 
prevailing imperfections in the credit market. The official policies of low taxation 
of agricultural incomes, assets and subsidisation of modern inputs, combined with 
large farmers in getting credit have encouraged landowners to take more direct 
interest in self cultivation. Some ;>^ f small owners sold out their tiipy bits of land 
to migrate or stay out as wage labourer. Among the various sections of agrarian 
society, the Fourth Five Year Plan (1969-74) aptly admitted that the new 
agricultural technology tends to add a further dimension of disparity and those 
^ who have not, there is, thus, danger of emergence of a sharp polarization between 
the more privileged and less privileged classes in the rural sector, the privilege 
in this instance relating to the resources and tools ofdev elopment. 
Another reason for the rising proportion of agricultural labourers is that the 
land owning peasants still managed to cling to cultivation and artisans and 
craftsman to their traditional vocations, their incomes from such self employments 
got increasingly inadequate for supporting their families, more number of whicli 
were as a result now taking up wage employment. As employment opportunities 
in both the rural and urban areas are limited, the alternative, other than agricultural 
sector to absorb the increasing labour force is yet to be realised. Hence, more 
and more people fall back upon agriculture for their subsitence, mostly as 
agricultural labourers. 
The increasing indebtedness of small farmers in rural areas is also 
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responsible for increasing the number of agricultural labourers. The money-
lenders offer advance loans with the purpose of grabbing the land of small 
farmers. They adopt various malpractices like charging exorbitant rates of interests; 
manipulating accounts etc. and once the small and marginal farmers fall into their 
trap, it becomes very difficult for them to get out. In an attempt to repay debts, 
these poor farmers are forced to work as agricultural labourers. Often their land 
is also mortgaged with the money lenders who sooner or later grab it under the 
pretext of non-repayment of loans. Thus the erstwhile farmers are reduced to the 
status of agricultural labourers. 
Large size of family, as population grew, has compelled to depend on their 
labour power, mostly as agricultural labourers or-t4i^ x£-.«i-&lnK-*ver5nFkffli-ii4«rg4L 
i»iXmiier^T1raTvd -^4h^Tr\vw=«-st«4 t^4yTr^^ 
c«^^«:^' ^^wo 
GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SAMPLED 
LANDLESS LABOURERS 
40 
In the previous chapter we had discussed afeeut distribution and growth of landless 
labourers in Aligarh district and it was observed that there has been a continuous increase 
in the number of landless labourers in the study area. The continuous increase in the number 
of landless labourers is due to exponential growth of population, fragmentation of landholdings 
and decline in rural industries. 
This chapter summarises various characteristics of the sampled households of the 
landless labourers in Aligarh district. This chapterhasbeen divided into threeparts. The first 
part deals with the various characteristics of the total population of the sampled landless 
labourers. The second part deals with the amenities availed by them and the third part is 
concerned with the awareness'of the various programmes run by the government amongst 
them. ~ ----" 
2.1 POPULATION AND ITS CHARACTERISTICS: 
Data regarding the various aspects of the members (total members =6,410) of the 
sampled landless labour households (total households=850) like sex-wise distribution, age-
wise distribution, marital status, family size, religion-wise distribution, caste-wise distribution, 
educational status, number of children going to school, food habits, type of fuel used in 
kitchen, main and subsidiary occupation and attitude and value system has been collected 
through field survey and discussed. 













































Source: Based on field Survey (1995). 
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Table 2.1 and figure 2.1(1) is showing sex-wise distribution of the household 
members of the sampled landless labourers. A perusal of this table shows that there were 
a total of 6,410 identified members in the 850 sampled households. Of which, 32.4 percent 
were males, 27.2 percent females and 40.4 percent were children. Among the children, 59.8 
percent were males and 40.2 percent were females. 
Table 2.2: Age-wise distribution of the sampeld landless labourers in Aligarh 
district (1995). 
Age-group Male Percentage Rank Female Percentage Rank Total Rank 
(in years) Number to male Number to female 
i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
19.4 1 676 31.2 1 1,500 
(10.5) (23.4) 
17.2 2 358 17.0 2 1,078 
(5.6) (16.8) 
9.4 6 370 15.9 3 768 
(5.8) (12.0) 
14.5 4 209 9.6 5 826 
(3.3) (12.9) 
14.8 3 138 6.6 7 764 
(2.1) (11.9) 
10.1 5 268 12.4 4 689 
(4.2) (10.7) 
14.5 4 158 7.3 6 776 
(2.5) (12.1) 























Total 4,233 100.0 2,177 100.0 6,410 
Population (66.0) (34.0) (100.0) 
Note: Figures in brackets are percentage to total 
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Table 2.2 figure 2.1 (2) shows the age-wise distribution of the sampled landless 
labourers. From this table, it is seen that of the total population, about 40.2 percent were 
in the age-group of 0-15 years, 12.9 percent were in the age group of 26-35 years, 12.1 
percent of population were in the age group of 60 years or above. About 12.0 percent were 
in the age group of 16-25 years, 11.9 percent in 36-45 years and only 10.7 percent in the 
age-group of 45-49 years. The table further reveals that about 36.4 percent of male 
population was in the age group of 0-15 years. It shows that there were large number of 
male children. Only 29.3 percent of male population was in the active age-group of 26-45 
years. Among females, the largest population i.e. 31.2 percent was in the age group of 5 
years or younger, 17.0 percent of female population was in the age group of 6-15 years. Only 
16.2 percent of female population was in the age-group of 26-45 years. 
Table 2.3: Distribution of the sampled Landless labourers according to their 
marital status in Aligarh district (1995). 
Marital Status Number Percentage Rank 
Married 2,651 41.4 
Unmarried 3,334 52.0 
Widower 4,25 6.6 
Total 6,410 100.0 
Population 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
The marital status of the sampled landless labourers can be seen from 
the table 2.3 and figure 2.1(3). It is observed that the number of married 
persons is 41.4 percen while 52.0 percent of the population i s u n m a r r i e d and 
only 6.6 percent are widowers. 
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Table 2.4: Distribution of the sampled landless labourers according to their 


































Source: Based on field Survey (1995). 
Table 2.4 and figure 2.1 (4) is showing the distribution of the sampled landless 
labourers according to their family size. Most of the households had a joint family. A 
joint family is defined here as a family whose members share a common kitchen. A joint 
family is usually made up of parents, their children and grand children, married or 
unmarried all residing together and sharing the same kitchen. The table reveals that the 
largest sized family comprised of 25 members and the smallest 5. About 48.2 percent 
of the households had 6 to 10 members each and 38.6 percent had 1 to 5 members each. 
This shows that there were fev* households which had very large families. About 3.9 
percent of the house holds were having large families constituting of 16 to 20 
members. Only 2.8 per cent of the households had 21 to 25 members each. 
Table 2.5 and figure 2.2 (1) is showing the distribution of the sampled landless 
labourers according to their religion. The table reveals that the followers of Hinduism 
constituted an overwhelming majority (70.0 percent) while Muslims were in minority 
(30.0 percent). 
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Table 2.5: Religion-wise distribution of the sampled landless labour house-
holds in Aligarh district (1995). 
Religion Number of Percentage Rank 
House holds 
- - -
Hindu 595 70.0 1 
Muslim 255 30.0 2 
Total sampled 850 100.0 
households 
Source: Based on field Survey (1995). 
The caste system which has been such a persistent and significant characteristics 
of the Indian society in general has been more so in the case of rural community. Field 
surveys revealed that landless labourers belong to the economically poor, socially 
backward and oppressed section of the society. They mainly come from low caste 
communities. 
Table 2.6 and figure 2.2(2) is showing the caste-wise distribution of the 
sampled landless labourers. Of the 850 households of the landless labourers sampled, 
it was observed that 51.4 percent were schedule castes and 48.6 percent belonged to 
the backward castes. Amongst the schedule castes, 38.7 percent are Jatavas and 12.7 
percent are Harijans. Among the backward castes about 7.1 percent are Fakirs, 6.5 
percent are Khateeqs, 4.9 percent Taili, 4.2 percent AxtDheever, 4.1 percent axeNai, 
4.0 percent are Dhobi. Other house-holds belonging to backward castes are those of 
Gadaria (3.5 percent), Sakka (3.4 percent), Gaddi (3.2 percent) Kumhar (2.8 
percent), Lodha {1.1 percent) and Kutchwai (2.1 percent). 
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Table 2.6: Caste-wise distribution of the sampled landless labour house-holds 
in Aligarh district (1995). 




Jatav 329 38.7 
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Table 2.7: Distribution of the sampled landless labourers according to their 




































































































Note: Figures in brackets are percentage to total. 
Source: Based on field Survey (1995) 
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So far as the educational status of the sampled landless labourers is concerned, 
their condition is not very encouraging. Table 2.7 and figure 2.2(3) show^that most 
of them (78.3 percent) are uneducated. About 76.5 percent of males and 80.4 percent 
of females were illiterate. Only 21.7 percent are educated. Amongst the males about 
15.3 percent had primary level education, 6.4 percent were middle pass (up to VIII 
standard) and only 1.8 percent had high school level education. Amongst females, 
15.9 percent were primary level and 3.7 percent had education upto middle. As the 
standard of education increases, a decline in the percent of number of persons is 
observed. Inspite of various efforts made by government for raising the literacy rate 
amongst these low caste communities by providing them free education, by giving 
them other incentives like distributing money, eatables, books, by making reservations 
in admissions in schools, colleges, technical institutions and also job reservations etc. 
4 
the situation remains the same. 
Table 2.8: Number of children of the sampled landless labourers going to 

















































Note: Figures in parentheses are percentages to total 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
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The data regarding the number of children going to school from the households 
of sampled landless labourers is seen in table 2.8 and figure 2.2(4). The table reveals 
that only 40.3 percent of the total children are going to school ah^^wf^ercent j»P 
-%«^ are not going to school. About 48.9 percent of boys and 27.3 percent girls are 
getting education. More than 50.0 percent of boys and 72.7 percent of girls are not 
attending any school. This was mainly because children were required to supplement 
the meagre family income and the girl child has to do the household chore and look 
after the infants. 
Table 2.9: Distribution of the sampled Landless labour households according 
to their food habits in Aligarh district (1995). 




Vegetarian 640 75.3 




Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
Table 2.9 and figure 2.5( 1) is showing the food habits of the sampled households 
of landless labourers. The table shows that of the total households sampled, 75.3 
percent were vegetarians and only 24.7 percent were non-vegetarian. They generally 
eat roti with chatni, roti with onion, or rati with green chilli or any vegetable which 
is cheap in the season e.g., saagduring the winter. They can pluck .saa^, bathua, methi, 
palak from the fields. There is no need of purchasing vegetables from the market. 
Only Muslims were meat eaters. Since pork is forbidden among Hindus and Muslims, 
so pork is eaten by only Harijan families. 
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Table 2.10: Distribution of the sampled Landless labour households according 
to type of fuel used in the kitchen in Aligarh district (1995). 
Fuel Number of Percentage Rank 
Households 
1 
Kanda 629 74.0 1 
Wood 170 20.0 2 
Kerosine oil 51 6.0 3 
Total Sampled 850 100.0 
Households 
Souce: Based on Field Survey (1995). 
Table 2.10 and figure 2.5(2) is showing the type of fuel used in kitchen by the sampled 
landless labour households. The table shows that about 74.0 percent household used kanda 
for cooking food. The use of kanda creates air pollution. There is also depletion ofbiomass. 
The kanda used in kitchen may be utilised for biogas and compost manure. About 20.0 
percent use wood which they collect fromjungles and when they did not find it in the nearly 
villages, they had to walk 2 to 3 kilometers to collect wood. This is again depletion of forest. 
Only 6.0 percent were able to use kerosine oil as fuel. 
Table 2.11: Distribution of the sampled Landless labour households according 
to their occupation Aligarh district (1995). 
Occupation Number of Percentage Rank 
Households 
- - -
Main 127 15.0 2 
Subsidiary 723 85.0 1 
Total Sampled 850 100.0 
Households 
Souce: Based on Field Survey (1995). 
Fig. 2.3: The landless labour households use kanda for 
cooking in the study area. 
f-ig. 2.4: Female labourers collecting wood for cooking in 
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The information regarding the main and subsidiary occupation is presented in table 
2.11 and figure 2.5(3). The table shows that a very small percentage of these households 
(15.0 percent) could support their families with the income firom a single occupation. Most 
of them had to earn income fi-om a vaiety of subsidiary occupations. Most of the families 
were having livestock prodcution as their subsidiary occupation. These households had to 
seek non-agricultural employment to a considerable extent. 
Table 2.12: Distribution of the sampled Landless labour households according 
to their attitude and value system in Aligarh district (1995). 
Social Number of Percentage Rank 
Status Households 
i 2 3 
Through higher Income 547 64.3 1 
Through Education 221 26.0 2 
Through bigger houses 65 7.6 3 
Through Large Expenditure 17 2.0 4 
Total Sampled 850 100.0 
Households 
Souce: Based on Field Survey (1995). 
Table 2.12 and figure 2.5(4) is showing the attitude and value system of the 
sampled households. The table reveals that majority of the househlds were of the 
opinion that one of the surest ways to gain social status in the society was through 
higher income and education. Bigger houses and large expenditure on socio-
religious ceremonies wer not considered effective for improving the social status of 
family. 
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2.2 AMENITIES AND FACILITIES AVAILED: 
Data regarding the various amenities and facilities availed by the sampled landless 
labour households like health facilities, drinking water facilities, school facility, electricity 
facility, approach to the house has been collected through field survey and discussed here. 
Table 2.13: Distribution of the sampled Landless labour according to the health 
facilities availed by them in Aligarh district (1995). 
Health Care Number of Percentage Rank 
Facilities Households 
Government 122 14.3 
Hospital 
Private Doctor 644 75.7 
Hakeem 40 4.8 
Vaid 44 5.2 
Total sampled 850 100.0 
Households 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
Table 2.13 and figure 2.7(1) is showing the distribution of the sampled landless 
labour households according to health facilities availed by them. It reveals that about 
75.7 percent families had to go outside their villages for treatment because of non-
availability of doctor in their villages. In most of the cases, number of working days 
were lost due to illness. About 14.3 percent households go to government hospital. As 
they are not provided any facility in government hospital like availability of doctors 
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especially consultants, medicines, testing facilities, they have to go to the private 
doctors. A few families go to Hakeem and Vaid. They are very popular in villages. 
Most of them are not aware of tetanus vaccination. Children had not been given 
vaccination against DPT and tetanus. Contrary to this, pregnant mothers got rough 
deal in respect of immunization against tetanus. 
Table 2.14: Distribution of the sampled Landless labour households according to 








Wells 35 4.1 
Ponds 20 2.3 
Govt. Hand Pump 580 68.2 




Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
One of the most serious problems which the rural communities in particular face 
concerns with water supply especially drinking water for human consumption and for 
cattle. Water is also not available for cooking, bathing, cleaning clothes and other 
domestic chores. Table 2.14 and figure 2.7(2) shows the drinking water facilities 
availed by these house holds. The table^reveals that most of the sampled households 
(68.2 percent) fetch water from the government hand pumps. Only 25.3 percent have 
their own hand pumps but these are not functioning properly. The respondents toJd 
Fig. 2.6 : The landless labour households fetch water from 
the government handpumps. 
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that they do not have sufficient money to get them repaired and ultimately, they have 
to depend upon either government hand pumps or wells. Only 4.3 percent and 2.3 
percent households, fetched water from wells and ponds respectively. Villagers drew 
their water supply from open wells which are prone to pollution. Water from shallow 
tube-wells get polluted because of sewage of waste water in the vicinity of tube wells 
and hand pumps. Water collected by villagers from water stands and ponds in pots very 
often gets contaminated owing to unclean and improperly washed utensils and lack of 
personal cleanliness and hygiene. Because of the use of polluted and unsafe water for 
drinking, water borne intestinal diseases are quite common amongst villagers. .Now in 
rural areas some of the improved methods are being employed. A deep well hand-pump 
suitable for rural community water supply was designed and developed by the 
Mechanical Engineering Research and Development Organisation, Madras. The work 
was done in colaboration with the World Health Organisation and the United Nations 
Children's Fund. Most of the state government and other agencies have adopted this 
method for drinking water supply for depths of the order of 30 metres or more. 
Table 2.15: Distribution of the sampled Landless labour households according 
to the type of approach to their house in Aligarh district (1995). 
Approach to the Number of Percentage Rank 
House Households 
Bykatcharoad 695 82.8 
By pucca road 155 18.2 
Total sampled 850 100.0 
Households 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
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The houses of the sampled landless labourers are poorly served by the roads. 
Mot of the roads are katcha (82.8 percent). During rainy season, the water gets 
accumulated on the roads. Because of this, the respondents find great difficulty to 
cross the roads and are prone to various skin problems due to dirty water. Table 2.15 
and figure 2.7(3) shows that about 82.8 percent respondent have approach to their 
houses by katcha road while only 18.2 percent have accessibility by pucca road. 
Table 2.16: Distribution of the sampled landless labour households according to 







Having school 62 73.0 




Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
Table 2.16 and figure 2.7(4) is showing the school facility in the sampled 
villages of Aligarh district. It is observed from this table that most of the sampled 
villages (73.0 percent) have got primary schools. There were no proper building of 
school. The teacher with some students in the open space or under the tree were seen. 
It is observed that about 89.0 percent sampled households used kerosine oil as 
source of light and only 11.0 percent were able to use electricity. Most of the 
households light their homes with earthen lamps and even they do not have proper 
lamps. Fig. 2.7(5). 
Table 2.17: 
61 
Distribution of the sampled Landless labour households according 
to the source of light in their house in Aligarh district (1995). 





Kerosine oil 756 89.0 




Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
2.3 AWARENESS OF VARIOUS GOVERNMENT PROGRAMMES 
Data regarding the awareness of various government programmes like the Anti 
poverty programmes. Minimum Wage Act and Family Planning Programmes was 
collected through filed work and discussed. 
Since Independence, the centre as well as the state governments have taken 
some measures to improve the economic condition of landless labourers. Various 
Anti-poverty programmes like Minimum Wage Act, Organisation of labour cooperatives, 
Employment Guarantee Programme, 20-Point Programme, Public work programme, 
Rehabilitation of landless labourers etc. were started. From the table 2.18 and figure 
2.8 (1), it is seen that a large number of the respondents (91.0 percent) were aware 
of the various anti-poverty programmes but only few of them have benefited by these 
programmes so far and that too marginally. It had been anticipated that as a result of 
several anti-poverty programmes aiming at assisting the labour fiimilies in establishing 
new business, occupation, a sizeable proportion of labour families would start new 
occupations. It has, however, not happened. 
62 
Table 2.18: Distribution of the sampled Landless labour households on the 
basis of awareness of anti-poverty programme in Aligarh district 
(1995). 
Awareness Number of Percentage Rank 
Households 
Aware 773 91.0 
Not Aware 77 9.0 
Total sampled 850 100.0 
Households 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
Table 2.19: Distribution of the sampled Landless labour households on the 
basis of awareness of Minimum Wage Act in Aligarh district 
(1995). 
Awareness Number of Percentage Rank 
Households 
1 
Aware 195 23.0 
Not Aware 655 77.0 
Total sampled 850 100.0 
Households 












The Minimum Wages Act. was passed in 1948, according to which every state 
government was asked to fix minimum wages for agricultural labourers within three years. 
The Minimum wages are fixed keeping in view the total costs and standard of living. Since 
conditions in various parts of the country are different and even within a state the law allows 
different rates of wages to be fixed. In practice minimum wages are very difQcult to enforce 
effectively In many states, the rates are fixed even below the current rates of wages. In 
practice, it has failed to increase the wages and earnings of landless labourers. Table 2.19 and 
figure 2.8(2) show^ the distribution of sampled landless labour house holds on the basis of 
awareness of Minimum Wage Act. This table reveals that only 23.0 percent of the respondents 
were aware of this act but they showed no concern about its implementation. A large number 
(77.0 percent) were not aware of this act. 
Table 2.20: Distribution of the sampled Landless labour households on the 
basis of awareness of family planning programmes in Aligarh 
district (1995). 




Aware 805 94.7 




Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
Table 2.20 and figure 2.8(3) show| that about 94.7 percent of the respondents 
were aware of the family planning programmes. But they are not implementing this 
programme because of illiteracy. They are of the opinion that children are God's gift 
and He will provide food for them. The more the number of children, more will he be 
the helping hands. Only 5.3 percent of them were not aware of this programme. 
P/iRT TOJO 
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Employment has been a major objective of planning in India. Growth of 
the employment opportunities tended on the whole to lag behind an increase 
in labour force. Hence, expansion of employment opportunities, commensurate 
with the increase in labour force is conceived as one of the principal aims of 
Indian planning. Around 77.0 percent of Indian work force is dependent on 
agriculture and accounts for about 35.0 percent of the national income but 
about 68 percent workers in the country derive their livelihood from this 
sector. Thus, to prepare a national agenda for economic development for the 
harmonious and multually beneficial growth for the rural and urban areas, it 
is necessary to understand rural employment in agricultural sector. 
Agriculture provides employment to almost three-quarters of the total 
labour force and the bulk of the addition to the total labour force continues 
to be absorbed in agriculture. The heavy dependence of the population on 
agriculture is aggravated by rapid population growth. The consequences of 
agricultural underemployment is that large numbers of rural workers are 
constantly on the move in search of better employment in the urban sector. 
The migration of labour is mostly unorganised and haphzWf^d and migratory 
persons have no proper knowledge of employment opportunities available in 
urban areas. Even the limited employment opportunities in the urban areas do 
not prevent rural people from drifting to towns with the result that growing 
urbanization is rarely synonymous with industrial expansion. 
The employment of landless labourers may either be casual or seasonal. 
In case of casual employment, workers work on daily wages and for specified 
operations of short duration. They are employed during peak agricultural 
seasons while seasonal workers attend routine operations all the year round 
and are often employed on oral or written contacts for three or six months or 
even a year. Thus, seasonal workers have seasonal contacts with a provision 
that they may work elsewhere when there is no work either on farm or in the 
home of employer. 
Employment in agriculture is characterized by factors such as the 
abundance of labour, the extensive use of family labour, the decreasing 
average size of agricultural holdings and the seasonality of demand for 
agricultural labour due to the seasonal nature of agricultural operations. 
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There is a peak demand for labour in the harvesting and weeding. Men are 
repaired mainly for operations like ploughing, levelling, digging wells, 
trenches, forming beds and bunds, hoeing and irrigating the fields, all of 
which require strenuous physical labour. Women since time immemorial have 
formed on organic component of the working force and played a considerably 
equal role in agriculture. 
In the previous chapter we have discussed jt&8u*t- the general profile of 
the sampled landless labourers and we have seeen that there were a total of 
6,410 indentified members in the 850 sampled households. Of the total 
members, 32.4 percent were males, 27.2 percent females and 40.4 percent 
were children. . Only 29.3 percent of male and 16.2 percent of female 
population were in the active age group. In this chapter an attempt is made 
to assess the employment of landless labourers in the agricultural sector. 
Various aspects of employment like number of workers employed in the 
agricultural sector, type of work done, month-wise employment, season-wise 
employment, wage rates and employment through animal husbandry have been 
collected through field survey and discussed. 
3.1 NUMBER OF WORKERS IN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR : 
Before going into details of employment of landless labourers in the 
agricultural sector, it will be worthwhile to know the number of workers 
employed in this sector. Table 3.1 and figure 3.1(1) is showing the number of 
workers employed in the agricultural sector. 
Table 3.1 Number of workers from the sampled landless labourers 
employed in the agricultural sector in Aligarh district (1995). 
Sex Population Workers Percentage Rank 




















Source . Based on field Survey (1995) 
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The table shows that of the 6,410 identified members (2,077 males, 
1,745 females and 2,588 children) about 66.3 percent are workers employed in 
the agricultural sector. About 30.2 percent of males, 19.2 percent of females 
and 16.9 percent of children work inside the villages in the agricultural 
sector. Since agriculture does not provide them with enough work all the year 
round they also work in the non-agricultural sector both inside and outside 
the villages. Agriculture provides them employment mainly during the peak 
season. During the off season they have to seek non-agricultural employment, 
so some of them work in rural non agricultural sector while some migrate to 
towns or nearby cities in search of employment. Some are daily commuters, 
some migrate seasonally especially during the slack season of agriculture and 
they return to their villages during the agricultural operations. The non-
agricultural employment of these workers has been discussed in chapter IV. 
Children also work both in the agricultural and non-agricultural sectors. This 
has been discussed separately in chapter V. 
3.2 TYPE OF WORK DONE BY THE SAMPLED LANDLESS 
LABOURERS IN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR : 
About 49.4 percent male and female workers are employed in the 
agricultural sector. Table 3.2 and figure 3.1(2) is showing the type of work 
done by the sampled landless labourers (male and female) in the agricultural 
sector. It is observed that of the total workers employed in|he agricultural 
sector, 30.2 percent are males and 19.2 percent are femles. Maximum labour 
force is engaged in harvesting (34.8 percent), weeding (16.3 percent), 
threshing (14.7 percent), transplantation (9.2 percent), irrigation (8.4 percent), 
sowing (5.4 percent), interculture (4.3 percent), winnowing (3.6 percent), 
application of manures (1.9 percent) and preparation of land (1.4 percent). 
Male labour is required for strenuous physical work while female labour is 
required for lighter type of work. Maximum male labour force is required at 
the time of harvesting (31.0 percent), threshing (16.0 percent), weeding (15.0 
percent), irrigation (12.9 percent) and transplantation (8.0 percent). For other 
operations like interculture (4.7 percent), sowing (4.7 percent), application of 
manures (3.0 percent) and preparation of land (2.2 percent) male workers are 
engaged. Maximum female labour force is required at the time of harvesting 
(41.7 percent), weeding (19.0 percent), threshing (12.0 percent) and 
f'ig. 3.2 1 Harvesting of crops is done by majority of landless 
labourers in the study area. 
Fig. 3.3 * Weeding is an important activity which provides 
employment to a considerable extent. 
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Table 3.2 : Type of work done by the sampled landless labourers in the 
agricultural sector in Aligarh district (1995). 















































































































































Note : Figures in brackets are precentage to total . 
Source : Based on field survey (1995). 
->(3.3 percent). Male workers can do this work but females are preferred 
transplanation (11.5 percent). Female labourers are also engaged in sowing 
(6.8 percent), winnowing (5.7 percent) and interculture because they are paid 
lower wages It was observed that female workers were not engaged in 
operations like preparation of land, application of manures and irrigating 
fields. It was observed that the entire work of preparation of land, application 
of manures and irrigating the fields was done by male workers. 
Fig 3 . 4 : Inspite of technological developmentthreshing can-
-not be done without labourers 
f-ig. 3.5 I In agricultural sector, there is. heavy demand of 
labour for irrigating the fields. 
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From the type of work these labourers do in the field, it is evident that 
they are not occupied for the whole year in the agricultural sector. The 
demand of labour in agriculture is highly seasonal and uneven due to the 
seasonal nature of agricultural operations. The ten types of work (table 3.2) 
done by the sampled landless labourers could be grouped into three categories. 
The work of preparation of land, sowing could be grouped into the first 
category because this work is done in the beginning of a cropping season. 
Transplanting, application of manure, irrigating fields and weeding could be 
grouped into the second category. This work follows the first. In the end of 
the cropping season harvesting, threshing, winnowing is done. This could be 
grouped into the third category. Thus, it is evident that most of the labourers 
ha^ work only for half of the year and for the rest of the year they are 
without work. This wa«-mainly due to the nature of work done by them. 
3.3 MONTH-WISE EMPLOYMENT OF THE SAMPLED LANDLESS 
LABOURERS : 
Table 3.3 and figure 3.6 is showing month-wise employment of the 
sampled landless labourers in the agricultural sector. The table shows that the 
male workers were employed for 161.4 days (5 months 11 days) and female 
workers were employed for 101.1 days (3 months 11 days) in a year. On an 
average, the employment for the corresponding labour came to be 13.4 and 
8.4 days respectively. That is on an average they are employed for only 4 
months 11 days. For the male labourers the months of May (3.4 days), June 
(4.7 days) and for the females labourers the months of January (5.3 days), 
February (4.6 days). May (2.5 days, June (1.3 days), September (7.3 days), 
October (3.8 days) and December (5.8 days) were the lean months of 
employment, when the employment of landless labourers was less than 15 days 
per month. In the months of July, August, September and October the fields 
were used mostly to raise maize, Jowar, bajra, paddy and fodder crops. The 
landless labourers were engaged only for interculture operations in the months 
of July and August and harvesting operations in September and October. Since 
paddy is not an important crop of the study area, the employment of landless 
labourers for transplanting and interculture of paddy was very low during 
these months. The months of November and April were the peak months when 
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Table 3.3 : Month-wise employment of the sampled landless l abourers in 
the agr icu l tu ra l sector in Aligarh dis t r ic t (1995). 
(8 hours day) 
Months Employment days per worker 
Male Percentage Rank Female Perccntag Rank Total Rank 
January 7.2 4.5 8 5.3 5.2 6.2 
February 5.6 3.5 4.6 4.5 5.1 10 
March 17.0 10.5 13.7 13.5 15.3 
April 23.3 14.4 16.2 16.0 19.7 
May 3.4 2.1 11 2.5 2.5 11 2.9 12 
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Source : Based on field survey (1995). 
3.4 SEASON-WISE E M P L O Y M E N T OF THE SAMPLED LANDLESS 
LABOURERS : 
Aligarh district has a diversified agricultural cropping pattern with a 
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wide range of crops (Singh,!981). There are three main agricultural seasons. 
Seasons Duration Main Crops grown. 
1. Kharif July-Mid November Maize, rice, sugarcane, jowar (Great 
millet sorghum vulgar, bajra (peas 
millet, pennisethum typhoideeum) Jowar, 
arhar (piglon pea or redgram. Xajanus 
Cajan). Cotton Pulses, fodder. 
2. Rabi Mid November to Wheat, gram, barley, oilseeds 
Mid A.pril pulses, peas, mustard, fodder, potatoes. 
3. Zaid Mid April to June. Mung (phaselus, aureus) green gam, 
fodder. 
Vegetables are grown in both the seasons. 
2 
3.4.1 Kharif Season : 
The kharif season generally extends from June to mid Novermber, but 
due to late rainfall in the district the kharif season starts in July in the study 
area. The kharif crops are generally cheap and coarse and farmers depend 
considerably on rain water. Employment L f the sampled landless labourers 
during kharif season is show in table 3.4 and figure 3.7(1). The table 
indicates that on an average landless labourers got employment for 52 days (1 
Month 22 days) during the kharif season. The employment of male workers 
was 68 days (2 months 8 days) and of female workers was 37 days (1 month 
7 days). The per month hired out employment in the case of an average male 
worker, varied from 9 days to 15 days. The corresponding figure for the 
employment of an average female worker ranged between 3 days to 11 days 
during kharif season. From the point of employment of landless labourers the 
period from middle of October and mid November appeared as slack months. 
The month of July and August were noted as peak period for the employment 
of landless labourers. In Aligarh district during the months of July and 
August, the operations of harvesting and thershing of kharif crops in carried 
on. Due to this very fact during these months they got maximum employment. 
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Table 3.4 : Employment of the sampled landless labourers during kharif 















































































Source : Based on field survey (1995). 
3.4.2 Rabi Season : 
The rabi season exdtends from mid November to April. The rabi crops 
are gnerally costly and require a good amount of irrigation wateri,Table 3.5 
and figure 3.7(2) i4 show^m the employment of the sampled landless labourers 
during rabi season. The table shows that on an average the landless labourers 
are required for 71 days (2 months 11 days) during rabi season. Maximum 
labour force is absorbed in the month of April (18.6 days), March and mid 
November (15.3 days), December (15.5 days), January (6.2 days) and February 
(5.1 days). The table further shows that male and female landless labourers 
got employment for 82 days (2 months 22 days) and 59 days (1 month 29 
days) respectively. Male landless labourers got their maximum employment in 
the month of April (21.0 days), followed by March (17.0 days), November 
(16.0 days) and December (15.0 days). Employment of female landless 
labourers also shows similar pattern. Thus, it may be safely concluded that the 
months of March, April, November and December were the peak months for 
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both male and female landless labourers during rabi season. The heavy rush 
of operations starts form the month of November with the harvesting, 
s t r ipping and t r a n s p o r t i n g to the ci t ies . P repa ra t ion of land. 
Table 3.5 Employment of the sampled landless labourers during rabi 
season in Aligarh district. (1995) 
(8 hours day) 
Months Employment days per worker 
Male Percentage Rank Female Pcrccntag Rank Total R«nk 
1 
Mid November 16.4 19.9 14.2 23.7 15.3 
8 
December 15.5 18.7 5.8 9.7 10.6 
January 7.2 8.7 5.3 8.9 6.2 
February 5.6 6.8 4.6 7.7 5.1 
March 17.0 20.5 13.7 23.0 15.3 
April 21.0 25.4 16.2 27.0 18.6 









Source : Based on field survey (1995) 
and sowing of rabi crops such as wheat, barley, early lahi, rabi fodder, 
potato etc. also start from November. For completing the above operations on 
time and for application of fertilizer, irrigation and interculture operations of 
the crops, a large scale employment of landless labourers is made for 
November to December. The labour is also engaged during the months of 
December and January for the harvest of early potato and lahi. For the 
preparation of land, for the sowing of Mexican wheat, large scale employment 
is made. Female labourers are mostly employed for interculture, sowi|ng, 
t^^sh ing , winnowing etc. In the preparation of land, the female labourers are 
not used. However, in sowing operation, the employment of female is not 
common. 
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In the month of January, irrigation and interculture of wheat, harvesting 
of potato, sowing of onions draw all types of labour for completing the 
operations in time. In the month of February, the main fields of opertion 
require large scale utilization of labour for the preparation of land and sowing 
etc. These operations continue up to March and April. During the months of 
March, April, and part of May harvesting, thershing, winnowing ?tc. of wheat, 
gram, pea etc. are in full swing. Large number of labour is employed for 
completing these operations. 
3.4.3 Zaid Season : 
Zaid season generally extends from April to June. Employment of 
landless labourers during Zaid season is presented in table 3.6 and figure 
3.7(3). 
Table 3.6: Employment of the sampled landless labourers during zaid 
season in Aligarh district. (1995) 




Employment days per worker 
Percentage Rank Female Percentag Rank 
2 3 4 5 6 
Average Rank 
7 8 
Mid April 2.3 22.1 3 - - - 2.3 3 
May 3.4 32.7 2 2.5 65.8 1 5.9 2 
June 4.7 45.2 1 1.3 34.2 2 6.0 1 
Total I M 100.0 51 100.0 TA 
Source ; Based on field survey (1995) 
The table reveals that the average employment of landless labourers 
during the zaid season was 7.1 days. Male landless labourers got employment 
for 10 days and female landless labourers find employment only for 4.0 days. 
In the months of May and June, labour is employed for irrigation, interculture 
operations and application of fertilizers and manures . The table clearly 
indicates that the landless labourers got the lowest employment during the 
zaid season. 
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3.5 WAGE RATES IN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR : 
Table 3.7 and figure 3.8 '» showitag the wage rates of the sampled 
landless labourers in the agricultural sector 
Table 3.7: Wage rates of the sampled landless labourers in the 
agricultural sector in Aligarh district (1995). 




















































Average 27.5 15 
Source . Based on field survey (1995) 
The table and figure reveal^that the average wage rate of male landless 
labourers was Rs. 27 per day. In the case of female landless labourers, the 
average daily wage rate was only Rs. 15. There was variation in wages for 
different cropping seasons. Wage rates were high during the rati season 
(winter season from November to March) and comparatively low during the 
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because the study area specilizes in rahi crops like wheat, sugarcane, pfltato 
etc. Most of the large farmers leave their fields vacant during the kharif 
season because they get high profits from rabi crops (especially wheat) and 
also because of labour and field management problems etc. It is the large 
farmers who mainly employ labourers for agricultural operations. At the time 
of harvesting of wheat, hardly any labour goes out of their village in search 
of employment. This is because they are getting employment in their village 
and in return they are getting both money and wheat which they collect from 
the fields. There are also significant variations in wage rates paid for different 
operations. Preparation of land and interculture were found to be the lowest 
paid operation. In case of male labour it was Rs. 20 per day while in case of 
female labour it was only Rs. 10 per day. Thus, it is observed that the 
operations which are done by females are less paid. The economic and social 
rating of a task is not determined by the labour, required of end product, but 
by whether man performed it or a women. Field investigations revealed the 
various causes for this difference. 
In the agricultural sector which absorbs the largest proportion of rural 
work force both male and female, wide differentials exist between wages paid 
to male workers and to female workers for different agricultural operations. 
For example a male harvesting the crop gets Rs. 35 per day while the female 
gets only Rs. 20 per day. Male labourer gets Rs. 30 per day for threshing, 
weeding and transplantation while a female labourer gets just half of it i.e. 
Rs. 15 per day. Moreover, differentials exist within the schedule castes and 
with in the non-schedule castes population also. 
There are a number of hypotheses regarding the reasons for differential', 
and their trends overltime. The technological change, in particular, 
mechanisation^ \lfomen workers are displaced first because technology is not 
sex-neutral. Although the green revolution may have increased labour demand 
in certain areas, there may be counteracting inferences, e.g. the need for 
weeding may have increased greatly, yet weedicide may have limited the 
expansion in labour demand. 
Male and female workers often work in segmented markets. One 
observes, for instance, that even in an agricultural operation like transplanting. 
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where women are accepted to be more productive than men, wage differential 
exists* women labourers are paid just half of what male labourers get. There 
must be segmented market within the supply and demand conditions for female 
workers, different from those of male workers. 
On the demand side there is social (male) prejudice which results in the 
employer assuming the existence of sex differences in performance and/or 
there could be a deliberate bias against women workers for whatever reasons. 
On the supply side, there may be imperfections and bottlenecks, women may 
be less mobile, their domestic responsibilities may restrict them to seek jobs 
with in a limited geographic area. They have to look after large families. On 
the one hand, women may have a lower reservation price unlike men who may 
hold out until the wage rises to the desired level. On the other hand, men 
might exert pressure on their dependent women not to hold out for a higher 
wage so as to not under cut in the labour market. Again, men and women may 
be unwilling to work together. The opportunities for women workers would 
be restricted if they invest upon group employment and in consequence they 
may have to accept lower wages. 
The daily earnings are mare in peak time operations like harvesting and 
weeding than in off peak activities which are mainly female^ tasks. This 
difference may have an impact on women's earnings vis-a-vis those of men. 
However, even in a high wage activity like harvesting, the labour input of 
women is substantial but significantly women's wages are lower than men, 
though women would come out better in productivity comparisons. 
It is particularly interesting when one looks at wage differential between 
men and women schedule castes and othei castes. The hypothesis here is that 
women workers of the backward classes suffer from a double discrimination 
both being women and belonging to a discriminated on depressed castes. On 
the one hand, schedule caste women may have fewer social restrictions placed 
on them, and some of the constraints on the supply side may not operate in 
their case. On the other hand, poverty may be more among the sub-set of 
schedule caste households even with_,in the set of agricultural labour 
households, the bulk of whom are any w#y below the poverty line. Relatively 
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greater poverty may make them more vulnerable to economic exploitation. 
Discrimination on the basis of caste may also depress their wages. 
The Directive Principles of state policy as constrained in Article 39 of 
the constitution of India provides that the state shall direct its policy in such 
a way that it will secure equal pay for equal work for both men and women. 
To give affect to this directive, the Equal Remuneration Act was passed in 
1976 to provide for payment of equal remuneration to men and women 
workers and for the prevention of discrimination on the ground of sex against 
women in the matter of employment. But like the other non-discriminatory 
clauses in the constitution, this act has also remained non-operative as 94 0 
percent of women workers today are engaged in the unorganised sector. Most 
of the labour laws are outside the search of women employed in this sector 
since there are no organisations o» labour unions to look after or protect 
their rights. In the organised sector also it is followed more by violation than 
by adherence, but at least the law is there and what is required is the 
effective implementation. But for the women working in the unorganised 
sector there is no relief at all and they suffer from various discriminations 
specific to their class and sex. (Kaur, S; 1991). 
Thus, in general, poverty situation, landless labourers are bound to be 
poorer than others. It does not mean that only female^ labourers are poor-
Male landless labourers are also part of the same economic system. But the 
point is that women are doubly disadvantaged, first as belonging to poorest of 
the poor, second, for being a women. 
3.6 Employment of the sampled landless labourers through animal 
husbandry in Aligarh district: 
Animal husbandry is a very important sector of rural economy and is 
too closely related to agriculture to differentiate as far as the question of 
employment and poverty is concerned. This sector has a definite advantage 
over crop husbandry in the sense that where^jis the land base in the form of 
number as well as quality is immense and can be expanded significantly. 
Hence, animal husbandry has to be duly evaluated for its employment 
generation capabilities. 
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Due to continuing high growth rate of population, law of inheritance 
and limited availability of land, size of land holding in India is declining 
rapidly along with increase in landless labourers. This has resulted in mass 
migration of labourers from rural to urban areas in search of employment. 
Such a situation is an alarming one and demands an urgent need to create 
employment opportunities in the rural areas. 
Dairy and allied activities have been recognised as second best 
alternative to provide employment opportunities and increased income for the 
rural population. These are not only labour intensive but also provide ready 
cash to rural households for meeting their day to day requirement. 
As the population grew disproportionate to available natural resources 
and food gathering became increasingly difficult for the nomadic man, he 
settled down to cultivation and, thus, started the gradual shift of his 
dependency from animal to land. Animal husbandry become subsidiary to 
cultivation. In agrarian society, the land being the principb? means of 
production, was concentrated in the hands of the rich and landless labourers 
supplemented their income through keeping of few livestock-cow, buffalo, 
sheep, goat, swine or even few poultry birds. Thus, animal husbandry has 
always been the saviour of the weak. 
It will be unjustified and improper to compare the importance of 
livestock with crop merely on the basis of latter's superiority in terms of 
quantum availability of the food grains. The quality of food requirement in no 
case could be compared with the quantum for which the people have to 
primarily depend on animal husbandry and dairying to provide the essential 
amino acids which other wise could not be obtained from quantum of cereals 
and pulses consumed. In significantly advanced countries, the average quantum 
of food intake in terms of animal protein is much higher compared to 
developing Asian countries. 
Animal husbandry is labour intensive and has favourable cost benefit 
ratios and in some cases a small gestation period. It is particularly suitable 
for landless labourers and has redistributed effect on their income. The 
employment of the sampled landless labourers through animal husbandry is 
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Table 3.8: Month-wise employment of the sampled landless labourers 
through animal husbandry in Aligarh district (1995). 




















































































































































Source : Based on field survey (1995) 
The table shows that the average number of days of employment of 
landless labourers through animal husbandry is 68 days (2 months 8 days). An 
average male landless labourer is employed for 52 days (1 month 22 days) in 
animal husbandry. In case of an average female landless labourer, the 
employment in animal husbandry was 85 days (2 months 25 days). It is 
interesting to note that the females were employed for greater days than 
males. Women look after the animals properly and they also look after their 
homes. It is also because male; migrate to cities in search of better 
employment and the women remain at their villages. So women take care of 
animals. The per month employment in animal husbandry in case of an average 
male landless labourer varied from 2 days to 6 days. The corresponding 
employment of an average female landless labourer ranged between 2 days to 
11 days. 
EMPLOYMENT OF LANDLESS 
LABOURERS IN THE NON-
AGRICULTURAL SECTOR 
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There is no doubt that there has been an acceleration in rural non-
agricultural employment in the recent past and the process seems to be 
ongoing. It is well recognised fact that the process of labour absorption m the 
agricultural sector is already strained and the possbilities of productive 
employment in the agricultural sector eventually become highly restricted 
because of rising capital labour subtitution in prosperous lands. Land 
constraint is increasingly becoming binding and not much mileage may be 
obtained by changes in cropping pattern towards labour intensive crops. 
In a land scarce economy, where the gap in agricultural and non-
agricultural incomes is widening and the fact that there may not be enough 
work for the existing and the growing labour force in the agricultural sector, 
the non-agricultural jobs both in rural and urban areas have to emerge in 
fairly large numbers, partly through growth process and partly through 
conscious policy interventions. Level and growth of non-agricultural sector is 
associated with explanatory variables, such as land productivity, crop 
diversification, rural inequalities pertaining to land, asset, literacy and so on. 
f . i » ' 
The land parcelisation is accompanied by a progressive rise in the 
proportion of wage labour and also increasing caiisafisation of the wage labour 
particularly among the male workers in the rural sector (Basu, D.N. et al., 
1992). There stands no reason that households with no asset or highly 
inadequate assets are emerging as job seekers in the labour market, many of 
them perhaps bordering destitution. 
It is obvious that rural workers who can not get adequate work in 
agriculture spill over into rural non-agricultural activities so that the latter 
act on the analogy of the 'informal sector' in urban areas as a sponge for the 
excess labour. Such spill over may not manifest itself in traditional rural 
communities where family community and patfe^-client relations are strong. It 
seems more likely in situations where commercialisation has advanced and the 
wage labour system has become wide spread in as much as both tend to 
weaken the traditional social mechanism for taking care of the unemployed/ 
underemployed and increases the pressure on those who can not find work in 
agriculture to seek other avenues of employment. And, in terms of the 
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conventional supply demand analysis of the labour market, absorption capacity 
of agriculture and of urban areas is limited, the pressure of excess labour 
supply in rural areas will fall more heavily on rural non-agricultural sector 
which means that the level of the rural non-agricultural wage rate relative to 
the agricultural wage should be quite sensitive to the extent of imbalance 
between labour supply and demand in the rural areas. This imbalance is not 
easy to measure, but one may perhaps take the rate of rural unemployment as 
a rough measure of it. In which case, higher the rate of share of non-
agricultural sector in total rural employment and the lower the non-agricultural 
wage relative to that in agriculture. 
Broadly speaking the level of employment in non-agricultural activity 
(relative to the rural labour force) can be viewed as a function of the 
following factors: (1) the level of rural demand (relative to population) for 
various non-agricultural goods and services produced locally, (2) the level of 
extra-local demand for urban arenas in the vicinity as well as from other 
regions for rural products and services, and (3) location scale technology of 
activities catering to those demands (Vaidyanathan A, 1986). 
Human migration is an important problem of the contemporary period in 
which the social scientists are probing to understand the processes and forces 
of migration and to understand the behavioural pattern of migrants. Migration 
is, however, a complex concept which has been defined differently by the 
social scientists. Ordinarily, migration means a relatively permanent movement 
of persons over a significant distance to fulfil their economic or social-cultural 
needs (Hussain, M., et al. 1989). Migration has also been defined as a change 
of residence across an administrative boundry e.g. inter-continental 
international, inter-regional or intra-regional, rural to urban, urban to rural or 
urban to urban and rural to rural (Jo\nes, E. and Eyles, John, 1977). In all 
sorts of migration a temporary or permanent shift of residence is imperative. 
It is because of this fact that migration has been differentiated from visits. In 
a visit, a person or group of persons go out from his home for some 
economic or social activity. 
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In any set of social group of a region both the in- and out-migration 
have far reaching consequences especially on the demographic structure, social 
values, cultural ethos, economy and mode of living of the people. Geographers 
are well aware of these problems and they are studying the spatio-temporal 
facets of migration in a variety of ways. 
Since his emergence on the earth surface man has constantly moved 
from place to place over long and short distances in search of means of 
production to improve his socio-economic status and the well-being of his 
people. The act of migration brings about certain social charges - individual, 
local and regional. Sometimes, migration creates social problems (Lewis, G.J., 
1982). These social problems can be observed all over the world but these 
seem|i to be quite serious in the developing countries like India. 
In the previous chapter we had studied ahoxA the employment of 
landless labourers in the agricultural sector. It was observed that they are not 
occupied for the whole year. In the agricultural sector labour is employed for 
about four months. During the months of March and April, the labour is 
employed for half of the month. During the months of July, August, September 
and December are employed for 10 to 13 days of the month. There was no 
single month in which they could get full employment. Male labour is 
employed for nearly 5 months. During the months of January, February, May 
and June they are employed for 3 to 7 days each of the month. Female labour 
is employed for 3 months. Nearly half of the months of the year, the female 
labour is utilized only for 1 to 5 days of the month. The wage rates in the 
agricultural sector is much low. A male labour is paid Rs. 27 and female 
labour Rs. 15 per day for agricultural work. The demand of labour in 
agriculture is highly seasonal and uneven due to the seasonal nature of 
agricultural operations. Consequently they have to seek non-agricultural 
employment. 
In this chapter an attempt has been made to assess the employment of 
landless labourers in the non-agricultural sector. This chapter has been divided 
into three parts . In the first part an attempt is made to discuss the number 
of workers employed in the non-agricultural sector. The second part deals 
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with the non-agricultural employment inside the villages while the third part 
deals with the non- agricultural employment outside the villages. 
4.1 NUMBER OF WORKERS EMPLOYED IN THE NON-
AGRICULTURAL SECTOR: 
Table 4.1 and figure 4.5(1) ifi show^§. the jjiumber of workers among 
the sampled landless labourers working in the non-agricultural sector both 
inside and outside the villages. 
Table 4.1: Number of workers among the sampled landless labourers 
employed in the non-agricultural sector in Aligarh district 
(1995). 
S.No. Workers Male Percentage Female Percentage Total Percentage 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
1 Non-Agricultural 396 20.7 453 100.0 849 35.9 
Workers working (46.6)* (53.3) 
inside the villages 
2. Non-Agricultural 1,516 79.3 - - 1,515 64.1 
Workers working 
outside the villages 
r Daily 512 2678 ~ ~- 512 21.7 
Computers (33.8)" 
ii Seasonal 1,003 52.5 - -- 1,003 42.4 
migrants (66.2)** 
Total 1,911 100.0 453 100.0 2,364 100.0 
Note: * Percent to total non-agricultural workers working inside the villages. 
** Percent to non-agricultural workers working outside the villages. 
Source: Based on field survey. 
The table reveals that of the total non^agricultural workers (2,364), 
about 35.9 percent are working inside the villages and 64.1 percent are 
working outside the villages i.e. they are migrants. Among the migrants about 
33.8 percent are the daily commuters while 66.2 percent are seasonal 
migrants. Since agriculture does not provide employment to the landless 
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labours all the year round they look to other occupations. January, February, 
May, June, August, September were the lean months during which they 
migrated in search of work, some of the them migrated to nearby urban 
centres or Aligarh city. Some migrated to places like Delhi, Ghaziabad, Dadri, 
Noida etc. It was observed that only males migrated. Females remain in villages 
to look after their house' and children. *  
4.2 EMPLOYMENT OF SAMPLED LANDLESS LABOURERS IN THE 
NON-AGRICULTURAL SECTOR INSIDE THE VILLAGES: 
Data regarding the various aspects of employment in the non-agricultural 
sector inside the villages like type of work done, duration of hours of work, 
number of days of employment, wage rates were gathered through field survey 
and discussed. 
4.2.1 Type of work done: 
Table 4.2 and figure 4.5(2) ic- showili^ the type of work done by the 
sampled landless labourers in the non-agricultural sector inside the villages. 
An analysis of this table reveals that of the total workers, about 24.1 percent 
were engaged in brick making, 20.0 percent were rag pickers, 15.0 percent in 
match industry, 11.7 percent were involved in the constructional work and 
about 10.9 percent were pot makers. About 9.0 percent were engaged in 
loading of Chaff and bricks from rural areas to Aligarh city. The table further 
reveals that 19.2 percent niale workers were employed in loading of various 
materials like chaff and bricks, 8.2 percent worked as rag pickers, 17.7 
percent were involved in basket making, 16.4 percent worked in construction, 
13.4 percent were employed in match industry. Weaving and pot making 
activities absorb less male workers. In the case of female workers the largest 
employment was in basket making (29.8 percent) followed by rag picking 
(21.6 percent), match industry (17.9 percent), pot making (12.4 percent) and 
weaving (10.8 percent). Only 7.5 percent female workers were employed in 
constructional activity. 
Fig. 4.1 : Inside the villages in the non-agricutlural sector, 
the landless labourers do the work of loading. 
Fig 4.2 : Inside the villages in the non-agricultural sector 
the landless women work as rag-pickers. 
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Table 4.2: Type of work done by the sampled landless labourers in the non-
agricultural sector inside the villages of Aligarh district (1995). 
Type of 
Work 
Male Percentage Rank Female Percentage Rank Total Rank 











































































Note: Figures in parentheses are percentages to total landless labourers in 
the non-agricultural sector. 
Source; Based on field survey (1995). 
4.2.2 Duration of Hours of work: 
Table 4.3 and figure 4.5(3) showf duration of hours of work done by 
t-b€—campled done by the sampled landless labourers in non-agricultural sector 
working inside the villages. The table reveals that out of total workers in non-
agricultural sector inside the villages, more than 50.0 percent worked for 8 to 
10 hours, about 44.9 percent worked for 6 to 8 hours.Among males (78.8 
percent) worked for more than 8 hours and only 21.2 percent worked for 6 
to 8 hours. In the case of females, most of them (35.0 percent) worked for 
6 to 8 hours while only 18.4 percent worked for 10 hours. 
Fig. 4.3 : Inside the villages in the non-agicultural sector, 
the landless labourers work as constructional work-
ers. 
Fig. 4.4 '. Inside the villages in the non-agricultural sector 
the landless labourers work as pot makers. 
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ALIGARH DISTRICT 
EMPLOYMENT OF THE SAMPLED LANDLESS LABOURERS 
INSIDE THE VILLAGES IN NON-AGRICULTURAL SECTOR 
(1995) 
1. WORKERS IN NON-AGRICULTURAL SECTOR 2- TYPE OF WORK DONE INSIDE THE VILLAGE 
30 
RURAL DAILY -
NON - COMMUTERS 
-AGRICULTURAL 
SEASONAL 
3.NUMBUR OF DAYS OF EMPLOYMENT 
3 0 - 5 0 51-70 
( D A Y S ) 
71-90 
5.WAGE RATES INSIDE THE VILLAGE 
20 -25 25-30 30-35 (M RUPEES) 
SOURCE . BASED ON FIELD SURVEYOVSS) 





Table 4.3: Duration of hours of work done by the sampled landless 
labourers in the non-agricultural sectors inside the village of 
Aligarh district (1995). 
S.No. Duration of Male Percentage Rank Female Percentage Rank Total Rank 
hours to males to females 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
1. 6-8 84 21.2 2 297 65.6 1 381 2 
(10.0) (35.0) (44.9) 
2. 8-10 312 78.8 1 156 34.4 2 468 1 
(36.7) (18.4) (55.1) 
Total 396 100.0 453 100.0 849 
(46.7) (53.4) (100.0) 
Note: Figures in parentheses are percentages to total landless labourers in 
the non-agricultural sector. 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
4.2.3 Number of days of employment: 
Number of days of employment of the sampled landless labourers in the non-
agricultural sector inside the village is given in table 4.4 and figure 4.5(3). 
Table 4.4: N u m b e r of days of employmen t of the s a m p l e d landless 
l aboure rs in the non-agr icu l tu ra l sector inside the villages of 
Aligarh d i s t r i c t (1995). 
S.No. Employment Male Percentage Rank Female Percentage Rank Total Rank 
days to males to females 
I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9~ 
1. 30-50 (1 to 142 Jyl 
I month 20days) (16.7) 
2. 51-70 (1 month 187 47.2 
21 days-2 month (22.0) 
3. 10 days) 
71-90 (2 months 67 17.0 
II days-3 months) (7.9) 




























Note: Figures in parentheses are percentages to total landless labourers in 
the non-agricultural sector. 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
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The table and figure reveal«» that more than half of the total workers 
(51.0 percent) got employment for 30 to 50 days, 34.6 percent worked for 51 
to 70 days and only 14.4 percent were engaged for two to three months. The 
table further shows that most of the male workers (47.2 percent) had 
employment for one month 20 days, 35.8 percent male workers disclosed their 
number of days of employment to be between 30 to 50 days. Only 17.0 
percent of the male workers were employed for 71 to 90 days. In the case of 
female workers, most of them (64.3 percent) got employment for 30 to 50 
days. Only 12.1 percent of female workers worked for 71 to 90 days. Thus, 
it can be concluded that the landless labourers were employed in the non-
agricultural sector inside the villages, only for a maximum period of 2 to 3 
months. 
4.2.4 Wage rates in the non-agricultural sector inside the villages: 
Table 4.5 and fltgure 4.5(5) j ^ showlo^ the wage rates of the sampled 
landless labourers in the non-agricultural sector inside the villages. 
Table 4.5: Wage rates of sampled landless labourers in the non-
agricultural sector inside the villages of Aligarh district 
(1995). 
S.No. Wage rates Male Percentage Rank Female Percentage Rank Total Rank 
(Rs. per day) to males to females 
i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9~ 
20-25 43 10.9 3 213 47.1 1 256 3 
(25.0) (30.1) 










30-35  .  1 46 10.1 3 303 1 
(5.4) (35.8) 
Total 100.0 453 100.0 849 
(53.3) (100.0) 
Note: Figures in parentheses are percentages to total landless labourers in 
the non-agricultural sector. 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
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The table reveals that out of total workers, about 35.8 percent workers 
received wage rates varying between Rs.30-35 per day; 34.1 percent workers 
worked for Rs. 25-30 and 30.1 percent were having wage rates varying 
between Rs. 20 to 25. The table again clearly shows the difference between 
the male wage rates and female were rates even in the non-agricultural sector 
inside the v i l lages The picture is almost the same as in the case of wage 
rates in the agricultural sector. Most of the females (47.1 percent) are 
working for low wages i.e. Rs. 20-25 per day whereas most of the males 
(54.9 percent) are working for Rs. 30-35 per day or vice versa is the case. 
Only 10.9 percent of males are working for low wages i.e. Rs. 20 to 25 per 
day. 
4.3 EMPLOYMENT OF THE SAMPLED LANDLESS LABOURERS IN 
THE NON-AGRICULTURAL SECTOR OUTSIDE THE VILLAGES: 
From the to ta l sampled landless labourers working in the non-
agricultural sector, about 64.0 percent are workingjbutside the villages. Of 
them, 66.2 percent are seasonal migrants and 33.8 percent are daily 
commuters. This shows that seasonal migrants are more of the total male 
workers about 79.0 percent are working in the non-agricultural sector outside 
the village. Of them, 60.2 percent are seasonal migrants and 33.8 percent are 
daily commuters (Table 4.1). No female labour preferred going outside their 
villages. Data regarding the nature of migration, and various characteristics of 
daily commuters was gathered through field survey and discussed. 
4.3.1 Daily C o m m u t e r s : 
Of the total sampled landless labourers working in the non-agricultural 
sector outside the villages, about 33.8 percent are daily commuters (Table 
4.1). Only male labourers commute. The labourers who travel to the city every 
day for finding employment are daily commuters. They are migrating from a 
distance of 5 to 30 kilometers to Aligarh city. They are seen standing at cross 
roads of Aligarh city namely at Kelanagar, Dodhpur etc. 
4.3.1.1 Type of work done by daily commute r s : 
The data regarding the type of work done by daily commuters is 
F'ig. 4.6 : Daily commuters standing at Kela Nagar Chauraha 
(Cross Roads) of Aligarh City. 
Fig 4.7 Daily commuters working as baildars in Dodhpur 


















presented in table 4.6 and figure 4.12(1). 
Table 4.6: Type of work done by the sampled daily commuters working 
outside the villages in Aligarh district (1995). 









Total 512(100.0) 100.0 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
The analysis of the table reveals that these daily commuters worked as 
baildars (30.3), worked in lock factories (Aligarh is famous for locks, 21.9 
percent), brick makers (15.4 percent), loading (10.0 percent), constructional 
workers (7.4 percent), tonga-pullers (6.0 percent), 5.3 percent worked in glass 
making factory (5.3- percent) and worked\3/7 percent^in repair shops. It was 
observed that only the male labourers went out of their villages. This may be 
due the fact that the surveyed villages were located far away from the city, 
so the female labourers did not go from far off places. But it was observed 
that from the villages lying in the fringe areas of the city, there was daily 
commuting of female workers to the city for doing household work. Most of 
the labourers were involved in the construction work in the near by urban 
centres and in the Aligarh city. The wages given to the labourers coming from 
the villages is comparatively less than the wages of the city labourers. For 
this reason, the contractors prefer hiring the village labourers. But at the time 
of peak agricultural season like harvesting (especially harvesting of wheat 
during the months of March and April) there is scarcity of labour in the city 
because the village labourers go back to their villages. 
I .Mill ^ 
Fig. 4.8 : Daily commuters work in brick kilns. 
Fig. 4.9 : Daily commuter making bricks in the fringe areas 
of Aligarh City. 
•ig. 4.10 ; Daily commuters working as constructional work-
ers in Sir Syed Nagar Colony of Aligarh City. 
Fig. 4.11 : Daily commuters work as tonga pullers. He is going 





































4.3.1.2 Duration of hours work done by the daily commuters: 
Table 4.7 and figure 4.12(2) )ft showpsg the duration of hours of work 
done by the daily coatmuters. 
Table 4.7: Number of hours of work done by the sampled daily 
commuters working outside the villages in Aligarh district 
(199^). 
Duration of work Daily Commuters Percentage Rank 
(per day) ^ ^ 
6-8 189 36.9 2 
8-10 323 63.1 1 
Total 512(100.0) lOO.O 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
The table shows that duration of work is almost the same as they done 
inside the villages. The duration ranges between 8 to 10 hours. About 63.1 
percent are working for 8 to 10 hours and the rest 36.9 percent are working 
for 6 to 8 hours. Labourers who are pulling tonga are working for 8 to 10 
hours per day. 
4.3.1.3 Number of days of employment of daily commuters: 
Table 4.8 and figure 4.12(3) showf the number of days of employment 
of daily commuters. It is evident from this table that the most of the daily 
commuters (71.9 percent) got employment only for one month, only 17.8 
percent of the daily commuters were able to find employment between 50 to 
80 days (1 month 20 days - 2 months 20 days). Only 10.3 percent worked for 
less than two montis. Thus, it can be safely concluded that the daily 
commuters got employment in the non-agricultural sector for only one to two 
months, the same conditions as inside the villages. Most of the daily 
commuters remain idle during off season. The respondents disclosed that most 
of the time they did not find employment in the city and they had to come 
back to their respective villages. 
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Table 4.8: Number of days of employment of the sampled daily 
commuters working outside the villages in Aligarh district 
(1995). 
Duration of work Daily Commuters Percentage Rank 
(per day) 
20-50(20 days - 368 71.9 
1 month 20 days) 
51-80(1 Month 21 days- 91 17.8 
2 months 20 days) 
91-110 (2 months 21days- 53 10.3 
3 months 20 days) 
Total 512(100.0) 100.0 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
4.3.1.4 Wage Rates of daily commuters: 
The wage rates of daily commuters is given in table 4.9 and figure 
4.12(4). 
Table 4.9: Wate rates of the sampled daily commuters working outside 
the villages in Aligarh district (1995). 
Wage rates Daily Commuters Percentage Rank 
(Rs. per day) 
1 
35-40 58 11.4 3 
40-45 101 19.7 2 
45-50 353 68.9 1 
Total512(10.0) 100.0 
Source : Based on field Survey. (1995). 
The table reveals that the wage rates outside the villages were much 
higher than the wages inside the villages. The wage varies between Rs. 35 to 
Rs. 50 per day. About 68.9 percent were getting wages rangmg between Rs. 
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45 to Rs. 50 per day, 19.7 percent were getting Rs. 40 to Rs. 45 and the rest 
^1.4 percent)were getting Rs. 35 to Rs. 40 per day. At the brick kilns both 
for making and transporting of brick they earn Rs. 50 per day. For 
transporting of brick from bit to the stocking yard they get Rs. 10 and the 
rest is for making bricks. But if the bricks are damaged in the yard or prove 
worthless, kiln owners deduct their wages. But it is not in all days that they 
make for the combined payment or both making and transporting. Similar is 
the case of tonga pullers. The business is not very brisk in all days. Situation 
at the construction sites may also be the same. Construction may stop for 
some unavoidable reason like heavy rains, scarcity of money and materials 
etc. So it is not always that they are mal^g good income outside the villages. 
4.3.2 Seasonal Migration : ^ 
In most of the developing countries rural poverty manifests in low 
agricultural income and productivity and under^^employment *e pushing many 
people out of the rural areas towards areas with greater employment 
opportunities. Several studies have shown the increasing unemployment i* rural 
areas; particularly in the third world, and a widening gap in the incomes of 
rural and urban areas (ILO, 1976; Peek, 1981). The pressure of population 
which results in higher man/land ratio, has been hytpothesized as one of the 
major casuses of increased poverty and rural out migration. (Gosal and 
Krishna, 1975, Singh, 1986). It is a fact that as population grows, unless rural 
non-crop husbandry sectors (dairying, poultry, forestry and fisheries) or 
cottage or small scale industries expand to absorb the surplus, increasing 
numbers of people must move to urban areas to find some employment. 
However, in a dt veloping country like India, where n ^ a significajfnt gap 
between urbanization and urban development exists (Mukherjee, 1975) people 
are moving from rural poverty to urban poverty; from one area of stress to 
another, from unemployment to under-employment resulting in a clossal waste 
of human resources and great human misery. Unfortunately these phenomena 
have not been investigated in India in any detailed and certainly not at the 
requistie theoretical methodological and policy oriented levels. For India, a 
large country with a complex heterogenity in every aspect of socio-economic 
and environs life, aali regional study of the characteristics of migrants has its 
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own importance, at least for local or state level policies. The information 
relating to e«ch migrants was collected in Aligarh district in 1995. But 
because of the domination of male migrants, the results and discussion of this 
section are limited to male^ only. It was observed that of the total 1,515 
workers working outside the villages in the non-agricultural sector about 66.2 
percent were seasonal migrants and these were males. Males are not taking 
their families to cities because of high cost of living. 
4.3.2.1 Push factors : 
The causes of migration differ^ from country to country depending on 
the characteristics of both the population of rural origin and urban destination. 
Table 4.10 and figure 4.13(1) persent^ the distribution of seasonal niigrants. 
Table 4.10 : distribution of the sampled seasonal landless migrants 
according to push factors (1995). 
Push factors Seasonal Migrants Percentage Rank 
1 2 3 
Poverty 442 
Unemployment 370 
Differences with the head 191 
Total 1,003 100.0 
Source ; Based on field Survey. (1995). 
The table shows that poverty (44.0 percent) and unemployment (37.0 
percent were the main push factors leading to migration. However, 19.0 
percent of the seasonal migrants disclosed that they had differences with the 
head of the family or the other memebers of the family. 
4.3.3.2 Pull Factors : 
Distribution of seasonal migrants according to pull factors is given in 











Table 4.11 : Distribuition of the sampled seasonal landless migrants according 
to pull factors (1995). 
Pull factors Seasonal Migrants Percentage Rank 
1 2 3 
Some relatives already the|re 631 62.9 1 
Better opportunities of employment 340 33.9 2 
Liking for place & higher wages 32 3.2 3 
Total 1,003 100.0 
Source : Based on field Survey. (1995). 
The table reveals that presence of friends and relatives in the city 
+1* 
accounts for about 62.9 percent of the migrants. This was main pull factor. 
Better opportunities of employment accounts for about 33.9 percent disclosed 
that they migrate because of liking of place and higher wages in the urban 
areas. 
4.3.2.3 Place of migration of seasonal migrants : 
It is general belief that migrants proceed along some well-defined routes 
of destination (Rose; 1958). It seems partly true for a developing country like 
India, where opportunities tend to be highly localized and secondly because 
migrant must usually follow established routes of transportation (Singh, 1985). 
The absorbing capacity of a particular destination especially in terms of the 
opportunities, however, plays an important role in determining several 
characteristics of the migrants. The migrants from the sampled villages of 
Aligarh district were found to have migrated mainly to places like Dadri, 
Delhi, Ghaziabad, Noida, Firozabad. The distribution of the out migrants from 
the sampled villages is given in table 4.12 and figure 4.13(3). 
The table indicates that about 33.0 percent of the migrants have migrated to 
Dadri, 28.0 percent to Ghaziabad, 19.0 percent to Delhi, II.O percent to 
Noida and only 9.0 percent to Firozabad. Dadri and Ghaziabad have more 
avenues of employment to these landless nigrants in brick-making and 
constructional work. Their relatives also live in these two places. 
I l l 
Table 4.12 : Distribution of the sampled seasonal landless migrants to 










































Source : Based on Field Survey (1995). 
4.3.2.4 Age of the seasonal migrants : 
The migration by age has several implications in terms of any socio 
economic aud demographic impact on the place of origin and destination. The 
distribution of migrants according to age-group from the sampled villages is 
given in table 4.13 and figure 4.14(1). 
Table 4.13 : Age wise d is t r ibu t ion the sampled landless migrants in 
Al igarh d i s t r i c t . (1995). 
Age Group Seaonal migrants Pe rcen tage Rank 
(in years) 
1 2 3 
15-19 52 5.2 5 
20-24 244 24.3 2 
25-29 351 35.0 1 
30-34 221 22.0 3 
35-39 135 13.5 4 
Total 1,003 100.0 
Source : Based on field Survey. (1995). 
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migrants are in the age group of 25-29, followed by 24.3 percent in the age 
group of 20-24 and 22.0 percent in the age group of 30-34. About 13.5 
percent seasonal migrants were in the age group of 35-39. Only 5.2 percent 
were in the age group of 15-19. This shows that the young and the active 
persons (in the age group of 20-34) are mainly migrating. 
4.3.2.5 Marital status of seasonal migrants : 
It is well known that migration has a noticeable effect on the marital 
status. It is found that, to some extent, seasonal migration is closely 
associated with the marital status depending on the varied type of 
responsibilities. The seasonal migration by marital status from the sampled 
villages has been shown in table 4.14 and figure 4.14(2). 
Table 4.14 : Distribution of the sampled seasonal landless migrants in 
Aligarh district. (1995). 
Marital Status Seasonal migrants Percentage Rank 
1 2 ~ 3 
Married and migrated 736 73.4 1 
without wives 
Unmarried 185 18.4 2 
Widower 82 8^2 3 _ _ 
Total 1,003 100.0 
Source : Based on field Survey. (1995). 
The table shows that there were about 73.4 percent married migrants 
not accompanied by their wives, 18.4 percent were unmarried and only 8.2 
percent were widowers. One of the reasons for the higher percentage of 
married migrants may be due to the fact that marriage brings may 
responsibilities which compells. the males to migrate in order to fulfil the 
duties of'xaJ'i^ S i^—kiltd-s. 
4.3.2.6 Educational Status of seasonal migrants : 
Education acts as very strong catalyst in the process of human 












4.14(3) show^ the distribution of the sampled seasonal landless migrants 
according to educational level. 
Table 4.15 : Educational level of the sampled seasonal landless migrants 
in Aligarh district. (1995). 
Educational Seasonal Migrants Percentage Rank 
Level 
1 2 3 
Illiterate 565 
Nominally educated 132 
Primary 126 
Middle 47 
High School 42 
Total 1,003 100.0 
Source : Based on field Survey. (1995). 
The table indicates that most (65.3 percent) of the migrants from the 
sampled villages were illiterate. Only 13.2 percent of migrants were found -to 
be nominally educated, (those who can write their names only and have not 
completed any standard of education were considered to be in the category of 
having a nominal education). On the other hand only 4.2 percent of migrants 
are found to have high school qualification. 
4.3.2.7 Caste of seasonal migrants : 
A caste in India is an endogamous group, bearing a common name, 
memberships^ of which is hereditary, arising from birth alone imposing on its 
members. Certain restrictions in the matter of social constraints concerning a 
common traditional occupation, social culture etc. Distribution of migrants 
according to caste and place of migration is given in tabel 4.16 and figure 
4.14(4). 
Table 4.16 reveals that the different caste groups can be easily 
differentiated in regard to their migratory places. The largest percentage of 
migrants (77.2 percent) belonged to schedule caste and the rest 22.8 percent 
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belonged to backward castes. Most of the schedule caste migrants went to 
Dadri while most of the backward caste migrants migrated to Ghaziabad. The 
higher percentage of schedule caste$' migrants is due to lack of economic and 
educational aspirations. 
Table 4.16 : Distribution of the sampled seasonal landless migrants 
according to caste and place of migration. (1995). 

































34.9 1 61 26.6 2 331 1 
(6.1) (33.0) 
19.0 3 43 18.8 3 190 3 
(4.3) (18.9) 
26.2 2 78 34.1 1 281 2 
(7.8) (28.0) 
11.6 4 20 8.7 5 110 4 
(2.0) (11.0) 
8.3 5 27 11.8 4 91 5 
(2.7) (9.1) 
Total 774 100.0 229 lOO.O 1,003 
(77.2) (22.8) (110.0) 
Note: Figures in brackets are percentages to total. 
Source : Based on field survey (1995) 
4.3.2.8 Place and typ^of work done by seasonal migrants : 
The kind of job opportunities in urban areas which hold the 
promise of a ^ a n d a r d of hfiftg^^ettej/than that in rural areas, is one of the 
most powerful pull factors available at the places of destination (Soni, 1976). 
In,_^eed, the rural-urban migration is more selective of occupations which 
required sizable work force in the urban centres and on the other hand most 
of the migrants have been pretty sanguine that their jouney outward will 
secure for them some non-agricultural job. Tbale 4.17 and figure 4.15(1) 
showj^ the type of work done by seasonal migrants. 
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Table 4.17: Distribution of the sampled seasonal landless migrants 











































































































Source : Based on field survey (1995) 
The table shows that the highest percentage (44.8 percent) of migrants 
were involved in baildari. Of this total of 44.8 upercent, about 13.9 percent 
worked as baildar in Ghaziabad, 13.2 percent in Dadri, 9.6 percent in Delhi 
and only 8.1 percent in Noida. About 30.8 percent workers were engaged in 
brick making. Of the total brick makers, about 14.0 percent were working in 
Dadri, 7.9 percent in Ghaziabad, 5.8 percent in Delhi, and 3.1 percent in 
Noida. Only 9.1 percent of the total seasonal migrants worked in Glass 
factory in Firozabad. About 15.3 percent were engaged in sarya mill. Of this, 
6.3 percent worked in Ghaziabad, 5.4 percent in Dadri and only 3.6 percent 
worked in sarya mill in Delhi. 
4.3.2.9 Number of days of employment. 
Table 4.18 and figure 4.15(2) i^ showipf the number of days of 
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Table 4.18: Number of days of employment of the sampled landless 
migrants. (1995). 
Number of Seasonal Migrants Percentage Rank 
days 
1 2 3 
30-40 134 13.3 3 
41-50 327 32.6 2 
51-60 542 54.1 1 
Total 1,003 100.0 
Source : Based on field Survey (1995). 
The table reveals that the number of days of employment of seasonal 
migrants were more as compared to number of days of daily commuters and 
inside the village in non-agricultural sector. Most of the seasonal migrants 
(54.1 percent) find employment for 51 to 60 days, 32.6 percent were 
employed for 41 to 50 days. About 13.3 percent worked for 30 to 40 days. 
This analysis shows that the seasonal migrants could get employment only for 
r I 
two months 4»ti^-th^--i-eTt or^~tt«--t«fie Tkey~*eT^^ utfetnptey&d. r'»-f t.>.»i ^ 
4.3.2.10 Duration of hours of work : .^4'.» . '^^-: • 
Table 4.19 and figure 4.15(3) ij^ show)(^ the number of hours of work 
done by the seasonal migrants. 
Table 4.19: Duration of hours of work done by the sampled seasonal 

















Total 1,003 100.0 
Source : Based on field survey (1995). 
The table reveals that most of the seasonal migrants had to work for 8 
to 10 hours. Only 31.4 percent worked for 6-8 hours. 
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4.3.2.11 Wage rates : 
The wage rates of the sampled seasonal landless migrants is presented in 
table 4.20 and figure 4.15(4). 
Table 4.20 : Wage rates of the sampled landless seasonal migrants (1995) 
Wage rates Seasonal migrants Percentage Rank 
(in Rs.) 
1 2 3 
30-35 253 25.2 2 
35-40 637 63.5 1 
40-45 87 8.7 3 
45-50 26 2.6 4 
Total 1,003 100.0 
Source : Based on field Survey (1995) 
The table makes it clear that the largest percentage of seasonal migrants 
(63.5 percent) were getting their daily wage rate of Rs. 35 to Rs. 40. About 
25.2 percent got their daily wage rates which varied between R&. 30 and Rs. 
35, 8.7 percent of the migrants worked for Rs. 40 to Rs. 45. Only 2.6 percent 
of the seasonal migrants got relatively higher wage rates ranging between Rs. 
45 to Rs. 50. ^ ^ 
Socio-economic inequalities accerted by the process of modernization 
lead to male migration from the pooer strata. The females in the families 
A 
where males migrate to the city, have to bear heavier burdens within the 
family by having work harder to assume the family's economic survival along 
other things. The longer the duration of stay of the migrant in the city and 
the greater the distance between his home and place of work, the weaker are 
his ties with his rural family and the greater the insecurity of the women at 
home. The kind of work that the women of these families can get is low paid, 
dull, repetitive\ and hazardous. These are most likely the activities that are 
the first to be rejected by men when simplified, mechanized operations are 
introduced. 
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The females suffer from inadequate and insecure income, uncertainity of 
life and exploitation (economic and sexual) and they have no protection 
regarding wages, working conditions, social security etc. 
The self perception of these females »re of helplessness and lack of 
control over their lives as any efforts towards self reliance or self employment 
are thwarted owing to lack of capital investment, state recognition of their 
role and therefore absence of programmes recognizing their special needs, 
capacities and problems. 
EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN OF LANDLESS 
LABOURERS IN THE AGRICULTURAL AND THE 
NON-AGRICULTURAL SECTORS IN ALIGARH 
DISTRICT 
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Child labour is a global phenomena. It has traditionally been regarded as a 
problem of under^development and poverty which is more common in India. Child 
labour, by and large, is a problem of poor and destitute families, where most children 
join the labour market because their parents cannot keep up with the financial 
demands of schooling or are even unable to provide for their basic subsistence needs. 
Factors such as adult unemployment, large family size, irregular income, illiteracy, 
ignorance of parents play an important role in pushing children into the labour force 
(Philista P.M. Onyango; 1988). 
The problem of child labour in India was identified as a major problem with 
the establishment of first factory in 19th century and legislative measures were first 
adopted as early as 1881. Since independence there have been several laws and 
regulations regarding child labour. Children constitute the most important assets of 
any nation. Each child is an asset to the society and the future welfare of the society 
is closely related to the welfare of child. Child labour is defined as any work done by the 
children in order to economically benefit their families or themselves directly or 
indirectly at the cost of their physical, mental or social development. (Maheshwari, 
R.K., Karunakaran, M. and Gupta, B.D; 1990) 
The problem of child labour in India may also seen to result from traditional 
attitudes, urbanization, industrialization, migration, lack of school and so on. 
However, its causes are extreme poverty and the fact that agriculture is the main 
occupation of the majority of the population. India is said to have the largest number 
of world's working children. (Alferd de Souza and UNICEF, 1996). 
The national census of 1961 reported 14.5 million child workers which in 1971 
declined to 10.7 million and increased again from 13.6 million in 1981 to 17.4 million 
in 1991. Over 90 percent of them live in rural areas. The participation rate in rural-
urban areas is 6.8 percent and 2.4 percent respectively. 
Children are put to work in a variety of manners, not just in cities, but also in 
countryside where the family is the basis of the economic system. In agriculture, 
children do work as helpers, in sowing, weeding, harvesting, allied operations and 
watching of crops throughout the country. Children are also employed in unorganised 
sectors and they work as domestic servants or as workers in hotels, restaurants, 
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canteens, way-side shops, newspaper sellers, shoes-shine boys and helpers in repair 
shops. Some children are also taken by their parents for constructional work for 
loading, unloading and breaking of stones etc. 
One great effect of such labour which is forced upon children is that it begins 
to sap their vitality from very tender age and leaves little opportunity for free 
development of their body and mind. They are deprived of even elementary 
education^while many parents do not send their children to school at all, some allow 
them to attend their classes at irregular intervals. Consequently, being deprived of 
education, the children remain tied, even when they grow old to physical labour in 
agriculture. Their outlook and conception of life become narrow. It kills initiative 
and faterprise and limits intellectual development (SingJ-A.N. 1986). 
Since children are paid low wages, it has a depressing influence upon the 
wages of adult workers. Children work because they must because of poverty and the 
non-availability of schools compounded by the poor quality of education, rapid 
rural-urban migration and social and cultural attitudes. Employers find child workers 
specially attractive on account of their innate or perceived characteristics such as 
docility, speed and visual activity, because they can be paid low wages and because 
they offer flexibility in situations of fluctuating or unstable market conditions. 
(Assefa Bequele and Jo Boyden; 1988). 
The employment of children in the country-side where the standard of 
nourishment is rather too low, is sure to have adverse effect upon the health of 
children. The manner of their economic involvement, the nature of the work and the 
conditions under which they are often employed subject them to severe health and 
safety hazards. It is not only that children cannot undertake as much heavy work as 
adults or that the same amount of work can have more serious consequences for 
them, it is also that children react to the working environment differently from 
adults. (World Health Organisation, 1987). 
Employment of children out of doors for long hours , as in the case of guarding 
of cattle^ causes secu|sion and undesired separation from parents. It is harmful both 
psychologically and socially. 
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Though there is prohibition on the employment of children in factories hat 
children are still permitted to work in agriculture, in services and in cottage 
industries where conditions are often worse than factories. 
A 
In the previous chapters we had discussed al»»gt the employment of landless 
labourers in the agricultural and non-agricultural sectors. It was observed that 
agriculture provides employment to these landless labourers for about 5 months and 
when they do not get work in the villages, some of them migrate outside their 
villages in search of work. The study reveals that about 33.7 percent of the total 
workers migrated seasonally within the district and out of the district. Still majority 
of them stay back in their native villages, work there and derive their income directly 
from wage labour in agriculture. The wage rates inside the villages in the agricultural 
sector are much lower than the wages outside the villages in the non-agricultural 
sector. 
In this chapter an attempt is made to study the children of landless labourers 
who are engaged in the agricultural and the non-agricultural sectors. This chapter 
has been divided into four parts. The first part deals with their family background, 
the second part focusses on general profile. In the third part, economic conditions 
and in the fourth part social conditions of the sampled child labourers have been 
discussed. 
5.1 FAMILY BACKGROUND OF THE SAMPLED CHILD LABOURERS: 
The family background of the respondents (1,088 child labourers) assumes 
more significance because it is in the family where the child learns basic social skills 
to cope with the social norms, values and demands. Data regarding the various 
aspects of the family like caste and type of family of the working children, type of 
their house, level of education of their fathers, occupation of tl cir parents, possession 
of land, monthly income of their parents and extent of indebtedness of their families 
were gathered through field survey and discussed. 
5.1.1 Caste and type of family: 
It need not be emphasized that caste, especially in villages is still a major 
determinant of status. The distribution of the child labourers by caste and type of 
124 
family is presented in the table 5.1 and figure 3.1(1). In the table below, caste of the 
child labourers has been stratified into four categoties. Tbe categories are the usual 
categories of caste in India. 
Table 5.1: Distribution of the sampled child labourers by caste and type of 




Male Female Total 
Type of Family 
Nuclear 
z 
Male Female Total 
Extended 
3 
Male Female Total 
Total 
1+2+3 
Schedule 226 81 307 419 201 619 30 9 39 966 
caste (20 .8) (7 .4) (28 .2) (38.5) (18.6) (56.9) (2.7) (0.8) (3.6) (88.8) 
Backward 17 23 40 25 47 72 7 3 10 122 
caste (1.5) (2.1) (3.6) (2.3) (4.3) (6.6) (0.6) (0.3) (0.9) (11.2) 
Total 243 104 347 445 247 692 37 12 49 1,088 
(22 .3) (9 .5 ) (31 .8) (40.8) (22.9) (63.7) (3.4) (1.1) (4.5) (100.0) 
Note: Figures in brackets show percentages to total child labourers. 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
The table reveals that most (88.8 percent) of the child labourers belonged to 
the scheduled caste and only 11.2 percent belonged to the backward caste. The study 
also reveals that out of the total of 1,088, 63.7 percent were coming from nuclear 
families, 31.8 percent from joint families and 4.5 percent from extended families. 
The fact that most of the children belonged to the nuclear families tends to support 
the idea that economic necessity of the nuclear families compells children to 
undertake jobs at an early stage. 
5.1.2 Caste and type of house: 
The type of house and caste distribution of child labourers is shown in table 
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Table 5.2: Type of house in which the sampled child labourers belonging to 
different caste live in Aligarh district (1995) 
Type of bouse Caste 
Schedule Caste 
1 
Male Female Total Rank Male 
Backward Caste 
2 
Female Total Rank Total 
Total 
Rank 
Katcha 325 171 496 1 
(29.9) (15 .7) (45 .6) 
Pucca 148 56 207 2 
(13.6) (5.1) (18.7) 
Mixed 25 14 39 4 
(2.3) (1.3) (3.6) 
Thatched 28 17 45 3 
(2.6) (1.5) (4.1) 
113 66 179 
(10.4) (6.0) (16.4) 
57 22 79 
(5.3) (2.0) (7.3) 
10 5 15 
(1.0) (0.5) (1.5) 
18 13 31 









Total 526 258 784 
( 4 8 . 3 ) ( 2 3 . 7 ) ( 7 2 . 0 ) 
198 106 304 1,088 
(18.2) (9.7) (28.0) (100.0) 
Note: Figures in brackets show percentages to total child labourers. 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
The data regarding the type of house shows that 62.0 percent of the child 
labourers lived in katcha houses, 26.0 percent in pucca, houses, 7.0 percent in 
thatchad and 5.0 percent in mixed type of house. Out of 72.0 percent of child 
labourers belonging to schedule caste, 45.6 percent owned (phtcha houses. 18.7 
percent possess/JMCCA houses, 4.1 percent had ^/ja/c/ieo^houses and only 3.6 percent 
lived in mixed type of houses. Of the total of 28.0 percent belonging to backward 
at posses caste child labourers, 16.4 percent Jj ^ s katcha houses, 7.3 percent had pucca 
houses and only 1.5 percent owned mixed type of houses. 
5.1.3 Educational status of their fathers: 
Undoubtedly, education plays an important role in the development of an 
individual, society or the nation. Education is considered to be an investment for 
developing desirable qualities in human beings. It is an important ingredient of social 
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development. It is education which makes a man capable of living socially a 
comfortable life and enables him to become fit to survive in the society at large. The 
educated parents plan their families, provide best possible education and recreational 
facilities to their children. They are cautious about the nutritional and health 
requirements of their children and give them love and affection essential for their 
future life (Singh, A.N. 1986). The educational statusof fathers of the sampled child 
labourers is presented in table 5.3 and figure 5.1(3). 
Table 5.3 Educational status of fathers of the sampled child labourers in 






































Source Based on field survey (1995). 
The table shows that most (76.6 percent) of fathers were illiterate. Among the 
literate (23.4 percent) fathers about 15.2 percent were educated only till primary 
level. The table further revealed that even the educated parents send their children 
to work at an early age thfough the number of persons are insignificant. 
5.1.4 Parental occupation: 
In the rural areas children inherit their family occupations. Tfce'fable 5.4 and 
figure 5.1(4) ^ showi»f the occupation of parents of child labourers. 
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Table 5.4 Occupation of parents of the sampled child labourers in 
Aligarh district (1995). 
S.No. Occupation Number Percentage Rank 
1 2 3 4 
1. Primary 837 77.0 1 
2. Subsidiary 251 23.0 2 
Total 1,088 100.0 
Source: based on field survey (1995). 
The data analysis presented in the table and figure highlights that most of the 
parents (77.0 percent) worked as agricultural labourers and only 23.0 percent were 
involved in subsidiary occupation. This again shows that since they did not have 
occupation for all the year they were engulfed in poverty. This being one of the main 
reasons for children working as labourers. 
5.1.5 Possession of land: 
Possession and size of land holding is another important economic indicator 
which has been analysed in table 5.5 and figure 5.2(1). 
Table 5.5 Possession of Land by the sampled child labourer^^families in 
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As regards the possession and size of land holding of the families of child 
labourers, the above table shows that 9.6 percent households had only 0.25 to 5.0 
acre land,5.9 percent had land between 0.5 to 1.0 acre while most (84.6 percent) 
households did not have their own land for cultivation. It also shows that the 
respondents had very little land or no land. This again indicates jHh j^rftl^  their poor 
Vo 
condtions. Therefore, it was difficult for them to send their children itf school to 
continue their education with escalating school expenses. It also reflects that 
without educational allowances it is difficult for the parents to sen^d their children 
to school. 
5.1.6 Monthly income of parents: 
The monthly income of parents of the sampled child labourers has been 
divided into different groups as presented in the table 5.6 and figure 5.2(2). 
Table 5.6: Monthly income of parents of the sampled child labourers in 
















































Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
The above analysis reveals that most (40.5 percent) of parents had a monthly 
income ranging between Rs. 8,00-1,000, 23.6 percent disclosed that their income 
ranged between Rs. 6,00-8,00 and only 15.6 percent had their monthly income 
ranging between Rs. 1,000-1,200 and only 8.7 percent were having their monthly 
income ranging between Rs. 4,00-6,00. This indicated that due to low income of the 
131 
family, children were deprived of proper growth and development and on the 
contrary, they were put to work to supplement their family income from very young 
age.This shows the loss of childhood. 
5.1.7 Extent of indebtedness: 
Table 5.7 and figure 5.2(3) show4^ the position regarding the extent of 
indebtedness. 
Table 5.7: Extent of indebtedness in the sampled child labour households 
in Aligarh district (1995). 
S.No. Extent of Number of Percentage Rank 
Indebtedness Families 
1. Under debt 480 76.0 1 
2. Without debt 152 24.0 2 
Total 632(100.0) 100.0 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
This table shows that 76.0 percent of households have to resort to borrowing^ 
to meet both ends. 
5.2 GENERAL PROFILE OF THE SAMPLED CHILD LABOURERS: 
In this part, the general profile of the sampled child labourers has been 
discussed. Data regarding the various aspects like number of child labourers 
sampled, age-wise distribution, religion-wise distribution, family size and level of 
education has been collected through field survey and discussed. 
5.2.1 Sex-wise distribution: 
Table 5.8 and figure 5.3(1) show%the sex-wise distribution of the sampled 
child labourers. A total of 1,088 child labourers from the selected households of 85 
villages were sampled. Out of the total, 66.6 percent were males and 33.4 percent 
were females. 
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Table 5.8: Sex-wise distribution of the Sampled child labourers in Aligarb 
district (1995) 
S.No. Sex Number Percentage Rank 
1 2 3 4 
1. Male 725 66.6 1 
2 Female 363 33.4 2 
Total 1,088 100.0 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
5.2.2 Age-wise distribution: 
It is well established fact that age plays a dominant role in shaping the 
s 
personality and values of responsibility to work and to participate in different walks 
of life. The data regarding age-wise distribution is shown in table 5.9 and figure 
5.3(2). 
Table 5.9: Age-wise distribution of the sampled child labourers in 































































Note: Figures in bracket show percentages to total child labourers. 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
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It is observed that nearly half of the child labourers belonged to age group of 
14-16 years. The table further reveals that among males 20.0 percent were in the age 
group of 10 years, 24.4 percent in 10-13 years and majority (55.6 percent) of male 
child labourers were in the age group of 14-16 years. While in the case of 
females,45.4 percent belonged to 14-16 years age-group, 21.8 percent were in the 
age group of 10-13 years. Since the parents of these working children are landless,with 
acute financial crisis to support their family, the children are considered as economic 
assets. This is one of the reasons as to why the parents normally go for a large family. 
5.2.3 Religion-wise distribution: 
Religion exercises control over human beings and binds them within certain 
codes of ethics, attitude and modes of behaviour of the people.Table 5.10 and figure 
5.3(3) shows the distribution of child labourers by their religion. 
5.10: Distribution of the sampled child labourers according to their religion 
in Aligarh district (1995). 
S.No. Religion Male Percentage Female Percentage Total Rank 







































Note: Figures in parentheses are percentages to total child labourers. 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
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The table reveals that 81.6 percent chid labourers were Hindus and only 18.4 
percent were Muslims. Among males, 93.2 percent were Hindus and 6.8 percent 
were Muslims while 58.4 percent female child labourers were Hindu and 41.6 
percent were Muslims. 
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5.2.4 Family size: 
The large families with a comparatively less income can not have the happy 
Notions in their mind. As a result they can not give good shelter to their children. 
If a family isMimited and well planned, there will be no question of sending children 
into the labour market. Table 5.11 and figure 5.3(4) show^the family size of child 
labourers. 
Table 5.11: Distribution of the sampled child labourers according to their 
family size in Aligarh district (1995). 
S.No.Family size Male Percentage Female Percentage Total Rank 
to males to females 
1. 1-5 68 9.3 
(6.2) 
2. 6-10 53 7.3 
(4.9) 
3. 11-15 76 10.5 
(7.0) 
4/ 16-20 528 72.8 
(48.5) 
Total 725 100.0 
(66.6) 
Note: Figures in parentheses are percentages to total child labourers. 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
It is evident that most of the children (67.1 percent) come from very big 
families (family size being 16-20 members). The table further reveals that only 9.3 
percent males and 6.6 percent females come from small family of 4 members. 
Majority of the working children have more than 10 family members. Family being 
the basic economic unit provides working hands tttspective of age and sex for 































5.2.5. Level of education: 
Education is of utmost importance for the proper growth and development of 
the individual. It does not only shape the life pattern and living but also helps in 
shaping thinking, attitude and views. The distribution of child labourers with respect 
to education is presented in the table 5.12 and figure 5.3(5). 
Table 5.12: Distribution of the sampled child labourers according to their level 
o f edcuation in Aligarh district (1995). 
S.No. Educational Male Percentage Female Percentage Total Rank 
Level to males to females 
1. Illiterate 475 65.5 261 71.9 736 1 
(24.0) (67.6) 
5.5 70 9.3 110 3 
(6.4) (10.1) 
3. Primary 190 26.2 32 8.8 222 2 
(2.9) (20.4) 
2.8 -- -- 20 4 
(1.9) 
Total 725 100.0 363 100.0 1,088 
(66.6) (33.4) (100.0) 
Note: Figures in parentheses are percentages to total child labourers. 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
The table reveals that most of the child labourers (67.6 percent) were 
illiterate. This reflects their family background and poverty conditions. Parents do 
not know about the importance of education neither they have the money to send 
A 
their children to school. It is also clear from the table that more than half of male 
child labourers were illiterate. Only 34.5 percent had some education. In the case of 
female child labourers, 71.9 percent were illiterate. Only 5.5 percent male child and 
19.3 percent female child labourers are reported to being able to read and write as 












education upto primary and junior high school. This establishes the fact that various 
government effforts have not yet yielded the desired results. 
5.3 ECONOMIC PROFILE OF THE SAMPLED CHILD LABOURERS: 
Data regarding the various aspects of their income and employment like 
number of days of employment, working hours, type of work done both in the 
agricultural and non-agricultural sectors were gathered through field survey and 
discussed. 
5.3.1 Number of days of employment : 
Table 5.13 and figure 5.8(1) i^ showi i j | the number of days of employment of 
the sampled child labourers. 
Table 5.13: Number of days of employment of the sampled child l aboure r s in 
Aligarh dis tr ict (1995). 
No. of days Male Percentage Female Percentage Tota l Rank 
to males to females 
i 2 3 4 5 6 
< 1^00 \19 24J 242 66/7 42l 2 
(3months 10 days) (16.4) (22.2) (38.7) 
101-200 (3 months 425 58.6 91 25.1 516 1 
11 days - 6 months (39.0) (8.4) (47.4) 
20 days) 
201-300 (6 months 80 11.0 17 4.7 97 3 
21 days -10 (7.3) (1.6) (8.9) 
months) 
> 300 (More than 41 5.7 13 3.5 54 4 
10 months) (3.8) • (1.2) (5.0) 
Total 725 100.0 363 100.0 1,088 
(66.6) (33.4) (100.0) 
Note: Figures in parentheses are percentages to total child labourers. 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
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The table shows that most of the child labourers (47.4 percent) get employment 
only for 200 days, 38.7 percent got employment for less than 100 days, 8.9 percent 
were employed for 300 days and only S.O percent had more than 300 days of 
employment. Among males, most of them (58.6 percent) got employment for 200 
days, 24.7 percentAvere employed for less than 100 days and only 5.7 percent were 
engaged for more than 300 days. As regards female child labourers, 66.7 percent got 
employment for less than 100 days. This highlights the fact that the girls are kept at 
home to help in household activities. 
5.3.2 Working hours: 
A comparative analysis of the daily hours of work of male and female child 
labourers is presented in table 5.14 and figure 5.8(2). 




























































Note: Figures in parentheses are percentages to total child labourers. 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
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The table reveals that majority of the child labourers worked for 6 hours, 33.4 
percent had to work beyond 10 hours, 8.0 percent worked for 6 to 8 hours and only 
7.7 percent had their working hours ranging between 8-10 hours. It is also evident 
from this table that in the case of 48.3 percent of male child labourers, allegations 
are reported for forcing them to work beyond 10 hours while most of the female child 
labourers worked for 6 hours per day. 
5.^.3 Type of work done in the agricultural sector: 
Children are employed in many different types of work and employment 
relations governing their work very accordingly. Table5.15 and figure 5.8(3) sbowf; 
the type of work done by child labourers in the agricultural sector. 
Table 5 .15: Type of work done by the sampled child labourers in the 
agricultural sector of Aligarh district (1995). 






4. Watching Crop! 































































































Note: Figures in parentheses are percentages to total child labourers. 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
Fig. 5.4 ; In the agricultural sector chilu labourers work as 
cattle rearers. 
Fig. 5.5 ', Female child labourers cutting fodder for animals 
in the village Bhawan Kheda. 
l-ig. 5.6 : A child labour is Wdiumny u,^ crop in the village 
Hasanpur. ^ 
Fig. 5.7 The physical growth of children is retarted due to 
heavy burden of agricultural activities. 
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The table shows that of the total child workers (1,088), 43.3 percent are 
working inside the villages in the agricultural sector. They are mainly occupied in 
agricultural operations like peeling (20.4 percent) transplanting (19.7 percent), 
caring for cattle (19.7 percent), weeding (17.4 percent), sowing (13.8 percent), 
watching crops (5.7 percent) and harvesting (3.3 percent) . Of the 43.3 percent child 
labourers, 51.4 percent are males and 48.6 percent are females. Maximum male child 
labour is required at the time of caring cattle (21.9 percent), weeding (18.6 percent), 
peeling (15.3 percent), sowing (14.5 percent), transplanting (12.4 percent) and 
watching of crops (11.2 percent). Male child labourer is required for strenuous 
physical work. Female child labour is required for transplanting (27.5 percent), 
peeling (25.7 percent), caring cattle (17.5 percent), weeding (16.2 percent) and 
sowing (13.1 percent). Female child labour is required for lighter type of work. Male 
child workers can also do this work but female child labourers are preferred because 
they are paid low wages. Harvesting is absolutely a mono-sexual activity, an activity 
which is confined only to the males belonging to the comparatively higher age-
groups i.e. 13 to 15 and above. There is a taboo against females of the community 
participating in such an activity. 
5.3.5 Type of work done in the non-agr icu l tu ra l sector : 
Table 5.16 and figure 5.8(4) i^ showSetg the type of work done by the sampled 
child labourers in the non-agricultural sector. Of the total child labourers, about 
56.7 percent were working outside as well as inside the villages in the non-
agricultural sector. Of the 56.7 percent child labourers, 78.3 percent were males and 
21.7 percent were females. They worked as Pot makers (18.8 percent) , brick makers 
(18.6 percent) , in Lock factory (14.1 percent), basket makers (9.4 percent) , tailors 
(8.9 percent), repair shops (6.3 percent) , constructional workers (6.0 percent), 
carpet industry (5.8 percent) (3.6 percent were engaged in servicing in hostels, 2.6 
percent were as rickshaw pullers (2.0 percent) man driver carriage.Only 2.3 percent 
were rag pickers. Female child labourers were mostly engaged in household industries 
whereas the male child labourers were commonly employed outside the household 
industry. Among various occupations of non-agricultural sector, male child labourers 
were employed in brick making (21.1 percent) , in the lock factory (18.0 percent) and 
making pots (14.1 percent) , tailoring and repairing constituted about8.9 percent and 
F-ig. 5.9 : In the non-agncultural sector child labourers are 
involved in pot making. 
Fig. 5.10 : In the non-agricultural sector a large number of 
child labourers work in brick kilns. 
Fig. 5.11: A female child is making bricks and her brothers 
are assisting her. 
Fig. 5.12^ Child labourers work as helpers in repair shops in 
Dodhpur mohalla of Aligarh City. 
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Table 5.16: Type of work done by the sampled child labourers in the non-
































































































































































Note: Figures in parentheses are percentages to total child labourers in the non-
agricultural sector. 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
Fig. 5.13 •. In the non-agricultural sector child labourers work 
as constructional workers in Aligarh City. 
Fig. 5.14 : Female child labourers work as scavangers in 
Jeevangarh mohalla of Aligarh City. 
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8.1 percent respectively. Only 3.3 percent were rickshaw pullers. In the case of 
female child labourers, most of them (36.0 percent) got employment in making pots, 
23.1 percent were involved in making baskets, and 16.0 percent were rag-pickers. 
5.3.4 Income: 
The monthly income of the child labourers has been divided into different 
groups as presented in the table 5.17 and figure 5.8(5). 
Table 5.17: Distribution of sampled child labourers according to their monthly 
income in Aligarh district (1995). 
S.No. Monthly Male Percentage Rank Female Percentage Rank Total Rank 
Income to males to females 
i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9~~ 
T. upto 100 Tsi 21T5 3 66 TiTi 2 222 3 ~ 
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301 to 500 








































Note: Figures in parentheses are percentages to total child labourers • 
Source: Based on^eld survey (1995). 
The above analysis reveals that most of the child labourers (42.5 percent) had 
a monthly income of Rs,300. About 28.5 percent of them were having their monthly 
income ranging betwen Rs. 301 to 500, 20.4 percent upio Rs. 100 and only 8.6 
percent had their monthly income ranged between Rs. 501 to 700. Most of the male 
child labourers had a monthly income of Rs. 500 while in the case of female child 
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labourers, majority(67.2 percent) had monthly income of Rs. 300. This is mainly 
because female child labourers are paid low wages and the nature of work done by 
them. 
5.4 SOCIAL PROFILE OF THE SAMPLED CHILD LABOURERS: 
In this part of the chapter, three aspects namely, expenditure of income, 
health and drop outs from schools have been discussed. The data was collected 
through field survey. 
5.4.1 E x p e n d i t u r e of income: 
Table 5.18 and figure 5.15(1) f^  showiiS the expenditure of income of child 
labourers. 
Table 5.18: Distr ibution of sampled child labourers on the basis of expenditure 
of income in Aligarh d i s t r i c t (1995). 
S.No. Expenditure of Male Percentage Rank Female Percentage Rank Total Rank 
Income to males to females 
8 
1. Fooding 37 5.0 2 -- -- -- 37 2 
& clothing (3.4) (3.4) 
2. Support to 673 93.0 1 363 100.0 1 1036 1 
family (61.8) (95.2) 
3. Spent extra- 15 2.0 3 -- -- -- 15 3 
vagantly (1.4) (1.4) 
Tota l 725 100.0 363 100.0 1,088 
(66.5) (33.5) (100.0) 
Note; Figures in parentheses are percentages to total child labourers . 








































The table shows that 95.2 percent child labourers work to supplement their 
family income. It is very interesting tonotethat 100.0 percent female child labourers 
give their income to their parents while in the case of male child labourers, about 
61.8 percent spend their income on family, 5.0 percent spend some money on food 
and clothing and only 1.4 percent male child labourers speni some amount of their 
income extravagantly. 
5.4.2 Health 
The health problems which children have to face are presented in the table 
5.19 and figure 5.5(2). 
Table 5.19: Distribution of sampled child labourers on the basis of their 
health problems in Aligarh district (1995). 
S.No. Health Male Percentage Rank Female Percntage Rank Total Rank 


























































Note: Figures in parentheses are percentages to total chOd labourers • 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
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The table reveals that out of the total child labourers sampled, 55.0 percent 
suffer from skin problems, 25.5 percent from neck and backbone pain, 11.5 percent 
from weakening eyesight and 8.0 percent froma sthma. Among males, about 50.6 
percent had skin problem. Skin problem is caused due to hazardous agricultural 
activities. About 31.2 percent male child labourers were suffering from neck and 
backbone pain. This problem is associated with titt workfrlike brickmaking, pot 
making, basket making and tailoring etc. 12.0 percent male child labourers had 
asthma problem caused by working in lock factory and 4.1 percent were having 
eyesight problem. Weakening eye sight is caused by working for long hours in carpet 
industry. In the case of females, 64.0 percent were having skin problem, 22.0 percent 
had eyesight problem and 14.0 percent were suffering from neck and backbone pain. 
5,4.3 Drop outs from school: 
Table 5.20 and figure 5.15(3) 1^ showSlg the number of dropouts from 
schools. 
Table 5.20: Distribution of sampled child labourers on the basis of the 
number of drop outs from the schools in Aligarh district (1995). 
S.No. Whether Male Percentage Female Percentage Total Rank 









































Note: Figures in parentheses are percentages to total child labourers . 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
153 
The study shows that of the total 91.8 percent child labourers were school 
drop outs. Among males, 96.0 percent were school drop outs to support their 
families. Their parents do not have enough money to spend on their schooling. In the 
case of female child labourers, 84.0 percent were school drop outs because girls help 
in the household work and are a source of great help to their mothers e.g., in washing 
clothes/utensils, cleaning the house, looking after the children and cooking the food. 
The study reveals that the practice of child labour is primarily found among 
the socially and economically weaker sections of society.The evils of employment of 
children in agricultural and non-agricultural sectors is a product of economic, social 
and among others, inadequate legislative measures. The social evils involved in the 
employment of children may be due to illiteracy and occasionally shifting towards 
lack of development of child's personality which continues beyond fri« childhood. 
Economic problems compel children to work to supplement the family needs even 
inspite of free education facilities offered to children. Owing to abject poverty, the 
children have never enough to eat and lack clothing and medical care. They are 
forced in the labour market to have minimal subsistence. Another cause of child 
labour is the absence of schemes for family allowances. In rural areas, there is no 
such allowance as can be given to the families so that people may have adequate 
standard and may not be forced to send their children to the labour market. Absence 
of any provision for compulsory education is another important cause of child 
labour. The provision of compulsory education up^o a prescribed age could compel 
the children to attend school so that there may arise no question of entering of 
children into employment. Mostly children are finding non-availability of school 
going facilities at initial stage and seek some jobs as an alternative. 
The landless labourers belong to the economically poor, socially backward 
and oppressed section of the society. Most of them are uneducated. They only think 
about the present time which is their sole concern and worry. They never think of 
future. They are fully satisfied with what they gain by the earning of children. There 
are also certain other significant reasons for child labour. Firstly, the process of 
protective labour legislation is slow which could not even cover the agriculture and 
small scale industries. Secondly, inspecting machinery which is provided by the state 
government is inadequate to check up the prevalence of child labour. 
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The problem of child labour in India is on increase inspite of the legal 
enactments. The most important cause for it is poverty. Recognising the most 
magnitude of prevalence of child labour in every sphere of the society and considering 
the economic constraints and social exploitations which lead to continuation of child 
labour in society, child labour seems to be an indespensible social evil. Child labour 
caij^ot be totally eradicated at present by legislation alone unless supplemented by 
comprehensive socio-economic programmes and educational uplift of the under 
privileged sections of the society and by a total change in the attitude of the society 
towards child labour (Prasad, N. 1990). Acknowledging the spectrum of laws; the 
legislations related to child labour and rights to the child should receive wider 
coverage by the mass media to increase public awareness and the legislation 
regarding child labour should be implemented in the spirit of the law in every scheme 
of child labour. It also needs closer coordination between the departments and 
agencies implementing the laws. The general improvement in socio-economic 
conditions of people will result in gradual elimination of child labour. 
c«^6r«<R, s^^ 
INCOME, ASSETS, EXPENDITURE AND 
INDEBTEDNESS 
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In the previous chapters (III, IV and V) the employment pattern of 
landless labourers in the agricultural sector, non-agricultural sector and 
employment of children in both these sectors was discussed. It was observed 
that the agricultural sector was not providing employment to landless 
labourers for the whole year but for only part of the year and when they do 
not get work in the agricultural sector, most of them migrate seasonally 
outside their villages in search of work where the condition is worse than the 
villages. Still many stay back in their native villages, work there and drive 
their income directly from wage labour. The evils of employment of children 
in the agricultural and non-agricultural sectors is the result of abject poverty 
among the landless labour households. 
The present chapter has been divided into four parts. The first part 
deals with the income of landless labourers. The second part is devoted to the 
study of assets belonging to landless labourers. The third parts makes an 
attempt to study the expenditure pattern while in the fofuth part indebtedness 
among landless labourers has been discussed. 
6.1 INCOME 
Income is the most basic of all the determinants of development. It has 
been considered as the key indicator of economic development of a nation or 
group of people. The mode of life, savings, investment and overall standard of 
people depend on it. Thus, both the income pattern and the trend in the 
growth of income are important from the point of view of analysing the 
economic conditions of the people. Increase or decrease in the income 
transforms the economic activites of people and over all general-de-view. 
Therefore, unless a family has a certain minimum amount of income flowing 
steadily into the home, it can not meet the need of its members for essential 
services. In the absence of such minimum income, health, education, effeciency 
and social life of the individuals and the family is affected adversely. 
(Srinavasan, E.S. 1980). In this part of the chapter three aspects of income 
namely, source of income, per house hold income and per capita income have 
been taken into consideration. 
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6.1.1 Source of Income 
Income is the function of total employment rate for wage paid labour. 
Because of the seasonality of agriculture, non-agricultural occupations like 
baildari, brick-making, basket making, pot making, match industry are the 
source of supplementary income of the sampled landless labour households. 
Besides, rearing of milch cattle for selling the milk is one of the most 
important supplementary sources of income for landless labourers. The average 
annual income of the sampled landless labour households from different 
sources is given in table 6.1 and figure 6.1(1). 
Table 6.1: Average annual income of the sampled landless labour 
households in Aligarh district. (1995). 
S.N. Source of Income Income (In Rs.) Percentage Rank 

























Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
The table shows that the major source of income was from 
employment in the agricultural sector (56.3 percent). About 34.8 percent was 
from wage labour and 21.5 percent from cattle rearing. The other important 
source of income was from the employment in the non-agricultural sector 
which accounted for 30.5 percent of the total income. The major portion of 
the income in case of self employment (21.5 percent) came from cattle 
rearing. This included the sale of milk, milk products, cattle grazing, keeping 
of pigs, sheep and cow dung etc. About 13.2 percent of the total income came 
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6.1.2 Per household Income 
Table 6.2 and figure 6.1(2) is showing the per household annual income. 
Table 6.2 : Distribution of the sampled landless labour households on the basis 
of per household annual income In Aligarh district (1995). 
S.N. Income Class (Rs.) Number of Percentage Rank 
households 




4. 19,501-20,500 134 15.8 4 
Total 850 100.0 
Source : Based on field survey. (1995). 
A perusal of this table shows that 45.3 percent of the sampled 
landless labour households were earning Rs. 17,500, 21.6 percent households 
had their annual income ranging between 17,501-18,500. About 17.3 percent 
househols income ranged between 18,500-19,500 and only 15.8 percent were 
having annual income up to Rs. 20,500. As the income increases the number 
of households decrease. Nearly half of the sempled households are in the first 
income category. 
6.1.3 Per Capita Income : 
The distribution of landless labourers on the basis of per capita 
income in table 6.3 and figure 6.1(3) 
The table reveals that about 53.3 percent of the landless labourers 
were earning per capita income of less than 2,444 which was the average per 
capita income. About 46.7 percent of the persons had an annual per capita 












Table 6.3 : Distribution of landless labourers on the basis of per capita anhual 
income in Aligarh district (1995). 
S.N. Per capita income Number of persons Percentage Rank 
(in Rs.) 
1 2 3 
1. upto 2,295 2,138 
2. 2,296-2,445 1,279 
3. 2,446-2,595 1,496 
4. 2,596-2,745 926 
5. 2,746-2,895 571 
Total 6,410 100.0 
Source .• Based on field survey (1995). 
6.2 ASSETS : 
Table 6.4 and figures 6.2(1), 6.2(2), 6.2(3), 6.2(4) i ^ showii^ the 
distribution of landless labour households according to ownership of assets. 
Having assets is a sign of prosperity. The types of assets taken into 
consideration are land (with or without land), house (Katcha, pucca, katcha + 
pucca, thatched, katcha + thatched), animals (buffaloes, cows, goats, sheep, 
pigs) and agricultural implements (owining or not owining implements). 
Out of the total sampled households (850), about 84.5 percent were 
landless, more than 60.0 percent of the households had katcha houses. About 
70.0 percent of the households had buffalo and 88.7 percent households 
owned small agricultural implements. 
From this table it is observed that most of the sampled landless 
labour households (84.5 percent) did not have any land. The most important 
assets of the labour families was their residential accomodations. Only 10.8 
percent owned pucca houses. About 68.4 percent families possessed katcha 
houses, another 11.7 percent had only katcha + pucca houses, 6.3 percent had 
thatched houses and only 2.8 percent families owned thatched + katcha 
houses. There were no latrines, no separate kitchen. The surrounding areas of 
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outlets for smoke to go out. This results in pollution and bad environment. 
sTable 6.4 Distribution of the sampled landless labour households according to 





1. Having Land 
















House 1. Katcha 581 
2. Pucca 92 
3. Katcha+Pucca 99 
4. Thatched 54 











Total 850 100.0 






















Agricultural 1. Owining Implements754 








Source : Based on field survey (1995). 
During rainy season the houses are virtually unusable. The houses leak and 
walls cave in. Thus, the conditions and surroundings of the houses in the 
sampled villages of the district do not have healthy atmosphere to live in. The 
only asset which they had were animals and agricultural implements. About 
56.5 percent of the sampled labour households were owners of buffaloes, 15.5 
Fig. 6.3 : Landless labourers own katcha houses. 
Fig. 6.4 : A thatched house of 
village Jasrana. 
landless labourer in the 
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percent owned both cows and buffaloes, 13.5 percent owned goats, 11.9 
percent owned pigs and only 2.6 percent owned sheep. Buffalo was very 
popularly owned because of its milk while pigs are owned by Harijan families 
mostly scheduled caste. The pigs generate high income and they take little 
time to grow. These families also keep pigs for meat. Eating of pork is 
forbidden in other castes. About 88.7 percent households were owning small 
agricultural implements like phawra, khurpi, darati etc. As the total sampled 
households are landless, and have poor economic conditions, these households 
owned only small agricultural implements which they used for labour on 
other's farms. 
6.3 EXPENDITURE : 
In this part expenditure by the sampled landless labour households 
incurred on various items like on food, clothing, education, cattle rearing etc. 
has been worked out. Table 6.5 and figure 6.5 j^>^  showHig the results. 
Table 6.5 Annual expenditure incurred on various items by the sampled 
landless labour households in Aligarh district (1995) 
S.N. Items of Expenditure per Percentage Rank 
expenditure .household (Rs.) 
























Fuel and light 
Education 
Housing 










Total Expenditure 19,737.75 100.0 
Source : Based on field survey (1995). 
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annum came to be Rs. 19,737.75. As regards expenses on different items; the 
expenditure on food items formed the major share (56.7 percent) of the total 
family expenditure followed by expenditure on clothing (11.9 percent). Thus, 
the major share of family budget (68.6 percent) was spent on food and 
clothing. This is because of large family size. About 10.7 percent of the total 
expenditure of the family was spent on cattle rearing. These families keep 
cattle for milk and for yielding more milk they had to give extra fqod to their 
animals like khal, flour, etc. which generates more good quality mUk. It is 
worth noticing that the percentage expenditure on social cermonies (5.2 
percent) was higher than the expenditure on education (3.2 percent) and 
medical care (2.1 percent). 
6.4 INDEBTEDNESS : 
The problem of indebtedness of the rural populace particularly 
belonging to the agricultural labour households which form the poorest of the 
poor, is age old. The prepetuation of indebtedness among this segment of 
rural India is mainly on account of the grinding poverty of these people who 
may remain unemployed or under-employed for most part of the year on 
account of the seasonality of employment opportunities in rural areas, a to aft-
As their meagre and irregular income is not sufficient to sustain themselves 
and their families, they have to invariably incur debts, which is mainly utilized 
for mefrting household^ consumption needs or for performance of marriage and 
other ceremonies. However, as these loans^ are not economically productive in 
that they do not help in the creation of additional income!, it becomes 
difficult to repay them and so the amount of debt goes on mounting up from 
generation to generation and this malady still persists despite several measures 
initiated by the government to ameliorate the conditions of the weaker 
sections. (Rural Labour enquiry, 1964-65), 
For an indepth study of economic problems of agricultural labour in 
India, government of India conducted the First and Second Agricultural 
Labour Enquiries in 1950-51 and 1956-57. According to the first enquiry, 44.5 
percent of the total agricultural labour households were in debt and the 
average debt per family was Rs. 47. The corresponding figures according to 
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the Second Enquiry were 63.9 percent and Rs. 88 per household respectively. 
The average cash debt per household of agricultural labourers (inclusive of 
rural artisans) rose from Rs. 652 in 1971 to Rs. 1,678 in 1981. (Rural Labour 
Enquiry, 1982). 
The problem of ever-growing debt burden of agricultural labourers has 
been a matter of concern. Liquidation of old debts and establishment of 
suitable agencies to provide institutional credit to landless labourers and 
Other weaker sections like small and marginal fjirmers, rural artisans, scheduled 
cast! and scheduled tribes are not part of rural development programmes. 
These are related to some other measures like distribution of surplus land 
among the landless agricultural labourers, provision of house-sites and 
construction of houses for weaker sections, revision of minimum wage for 
agricultural labourers etc. The ongoing schemes of rural development like 
Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP) and Jawahar Rozgar Youina 
are programmes designed to alleviate poverty among the rural poor of which 
agricultural labour is the largest segment. Success of these programmes 
depends on how many of the weaker sections have crossed the poverty line 
and rescued from their ancestral debt burden. 
In this part five aspects of indebtedness like, extent of indebtedness, 
amount of debt taken, source of debt, rate of interest, purpose of loan etc 
have been taken into consideration. 
6.4.1 Extent of indebtedness : 
The study revealed that only 155 out of 850 sampled households are 
able to have some savings regularly or occasionally and 695 households have 
to resort to borrowing to meet both ends. The distribution of sampled landless 
labour house holds on the basi^ of extent of indebtedness is shown in table 
6.6 and figure 6.6(1). 
From the table it is seen that about 81.8 percent of the sampled landless 
labour households were under debt. Considering the debt position, per 
indebted household, the average amount of debt was Rs. 5,934.53. This shows 
that the magnitude of indebtedness among the landless labour households was 
very high even in a district which came under the category of a highest level 
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of development. 
Table 6.6 : Distribution of the sampled landless labour households on the basis 





















ebtedness (in Rs.) 
3 
5,934.53 
Source : Based on field survey (1995) 
6.4.2 Amount of debt taken : 
Table 6.7 and figure 6.6(2) show^ the amount of debt taken by the 
sampled landless labourers. 
Table 6.7 : Distrbution of the indebted landless labour households on the basis 
of amount of debt taken in Aligarh district (1995) 






















































Source : Based on field survey (1995). 
The table shows that among the indebted households, 30.5 
percent owed a debt of Rs. 3,500, 22.3 percent had an average debt of Rs. 
6,000, 16.5 percent households had an average debt of Rs. 9,500, 11.5 
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ALIGARH DISTRICT 
INDEBTEDNESS AMONG THE SAMPLED LANDLESS LABOURERS 
(1995) 
1. INDEBTEDNESS 
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percent families owed a debt of Rs. 1,700 and only 5.8 percent owed an 
average debt of Rs. 12,000. 
6.4.3 Indebtedness and source of crdit : 
^ '» i 
Tabel 6.8 and figure 6.6(3) show% the main agencies from where the 
landless labourers took money were ff©«- professional money-lenders, co-
operative credit society, landlords and relatives and friends. The survey 
reveals that institutional agencies like co-operative society provide loan only 
to 15.4 percent indebted households. Non-institutional sources like 
professional money lenders, landloards and friends and relatives provide loan 
to 84.6 percent of the househlds. 
Table 6.8 : Distribution of the indebted landless labour households on the besis 














































Source : Based on field survey (1995). 
It is clear from the table that 71.2 percent households took debt from 
professional money landers, the amount of debt incurred was Rs. 3,560.72 or 
60.0 percent of the total amount of indebtedness. Debt taken from the co-
operative credit societies amounted to Rs. 896.11 or 15.1 percent of the 
indebtedness and this amount was taken by 15.4 percent families. About 9.2 
percent families borrowed money from landlords and they contributed Rs. 
1,169.70 or 19.7 percent on an average. The debt taken from relatives and 
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friends was only Rs. 308.00 or 5.2 percent of the total amount of 
indebtedness and this amount was taken by only 4.2 percent of the families. 
Thus, it can be safely concluded from these figures that professional money 
lenders are still the major source of credit. The landless labourers are still in 
the hand of money lenders. 
6.4.4 Indebtedness and rate of interests : 
Table 6.9 and figure 6.6(4) showff the amount of debt incurred at 
different rates of interest from different sources. 
Table 6.9 : Amount and rate of interest of the debt paid by the sampled 
landless labour households in Aligarh district (1995) 
Rate of Interest 
(Rs. 100 per year) 
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Note : Figures in parentheses are percentages to total. 
Source : Based on field survey (1995). 
It is seen that maximum amount of debt was incured at the rate of 
interest between 30-40 percent and this amounted for 40 percent of the total 
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debt, for 18.8 percent of the debt, the rate of interest was 40-50 percent, 
15.0 percent of the debt was at 10-20 percent rate of interest, 12.0 percent 
of the debt was at 50-60 percent rate of interest and only 5.2 percent of the 
total debt was at below 10 percent rate of interest. The results revealed that 
large proportion of the debt at higher rate of interest was taken from the 
professional money lenders and landlords. This highlights the fact that non-
institutional agencies namely professional money lenders (60.0 percent) and 
landloards (19.7 percent) were charging exorbitant interest rate varying 
between 20^60 percent. However, the rate of interest charged by the 
institutional agencies such as co-operatives was much lower (10-20) percent. 
6.4.5 Purpose of loan : 
The study shows that most of sampled landless labour households (86.6 
percent) incurred debts for non-productive purposes to meet their consumption 
needs and social obligations while only 13.4 percent households had borrowed 
money for productive purpose. The classification of indebtedness according to 
purpose of debt incurred is given in table 6.10 and figure 6.6(5). 
The table further reveals that on an average Rs. 4,510.22 were indebted 
for unproductive purposes and this constituted about 76.0 percent of the 
total indebtedness. Only 24.0 percent of debt was incurred for productives 
purpose. The average amount of the debt incurred for family maintenance 
expenditure formed 40.0 percent. The amount of debt incurred for marriages 
and social and rel igious functions was 12.0 percent and 14.0 percent 
respectively. The debt incurred on construction of houses was only 10.0 
percent of the total amount of debt for non-productive purpose. 
The problem of indebtedness among the landless labour households is still 
very serious and it requires immediate attention on the part of government. 
The problem would be overcome only if effective measures are taken regarding 
increasing the income of these households. Controlling the activities of non-
institutional credit agencies and providing institutional credit facilities to the 
landless labour households even for meeting their consumption needs and 
social and religious obligations at low rate of interest and on easy terms. 
A more positive and permanent solution to the problem of indebtedness 
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among landless labourers lies in direct attack on their poverty and 
unempolyment. Despite multiplicity of the development programmes, the net 
Table 6.10 : Distribution of the sampled landless labour households on the 




Purpose of debt 
Prodactive purpose 
Purchase of milch 
animals 



























































Sub total (2) 602 86.6 4,510.22 76.0 
Total (1+2) 695 100.0 5,934.53 100.0 
Source : Based on field survey. (1995) 
result is not encouraging. The real success of these programmes lies not in 
achieving physical and financial targets but in the creation of assets and flow 
of incremeneal income from such assets. 
t 
PJIRT THREE 
AN ASSESSMENT OF THE ROLE OF LANDLESS 
LABOURERS IN THE AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY 
OF ALIGARH DISTRICT 
ROLE OF LANDLESS LABOURERS 
IN THE AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY OF 
ALIGARH DISTRICT 
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Landless labourers always played a pivotal role in the agricultural 
economy. They have not only been attending to the various field 
operations like preparation of land, sowing, application of manures and 
fertilizers, irrigation, interculture, weeding, transplantation etc. but their 
contribution is no way lesser in many harvest and post-harvest operations 
like harvesting, threshing, winnowing, storage etc. The tending of farm 
animals, cleaning, watering, feeding, bathing, milking bringing fodder, 
chaff cutting etc. is also their duty. Women also play an important role 
in agricultural production, animal husbandry and other related activities. 
Apart from these, they also work for household activities (besides the 
support and care of children as well as elders) including fetching of 
water and gathering of fuel. Child labour is also needed for such 
operations as weeding, husking, watching of crops and caring for cattle 
etc. 
Landless labourers are the single n^Q^ factor which is of primary 
importance in increasing the production in traditional agriculture. The 
oldest production industry known to mankind is agriculture and the basic 
input in this production process has been human labour. At the early 
stage of human development, since land was abundant, increase in farm 
labour led to the clearing of more land and bringing it under cultivation. 
Hence, the volume of agricultural production was directly related to the 
volume of human labour and multiplication of labour units augmented the 
returns from this industry. Such situations must have continued even 
after small urban settlements developed because farm labour in that had 
not only to produce for those directly dependent upon agriculture but 
even for urban dwellers. 
Transformation from traditional static agr icul ture to dynamic 
agriculture is dependeil as much upon the landless labour force as on the 
technological innovations. Many ajf technological innovations have been 
such as would require added labour. Even with the use of increased 
capital, a few agricultural operations require intensification of labour 
such as seed-bed preparation, weeding and harvesting etc. Landless 
labourers therefore, are of critical importance in agriculture whatever 
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the stage of its development may be. 
The introduction of various components of the new technology has 
been marked by an increase in the share of hired labour relative to 
family labour and male labour relative to female labour. Even the 
employment of family labour does not increase at the same rate as hired 
labour or it falls while the hired labour employment continues to 
increase. This is largely because of the pronounced emphasis on hired 
labour in high yielding variety cultivation and the withdrawal of the 
intermittent family workers (Women, children as well as the old) from 
the scene. Before independence when traditional agriculture was 
practised, all the agricultural operations in all types of crops namely, 
ploughing, hoeing, weeding, harvesting, transplantation and storage were 
performed by the farmers themselves with the help of landless labourers. 
Since Independence with the adoption of Green Revolution Technology 
in the form of high yielding variety of seeds, introduction of new means 
of irrigation, fertilizers and machinery, some agricultural operations now 
are being completed by machinery. However, up to now the landless 
labourers play a vital role in completing the agricultural operations in 
time and increasing the per hectare production. The bumper harvest 
requires innumerable hands to harvest it, collect it and store it. Some 
studies have shown that due to farm mechanization the demand of labour 
has decreased but it is not so. A number of agricultural operations 
especially the operation of wheat harvesting, sugarcane, potato, arhar 
and animal husbandry may not be completed well without the manual 
labour. 
After adoption of new agricultural technology, the place of 
landless labourers in the balance sheet of agricultural inputs has been 
minimized and it has been replaced by other agricultural ingredients 
namely, irrigation, high yielding variety of seeds, chemical fertilizers and 
agricultural machineries but the significance of landless labourers in 
completing various types of operations in time is still very significant. 
With the advancement of technology the need of labour in new types of 
operations like mixing of high yielding variety of seeds with insecticides 
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and pes t ic ides , b roadcas t ing of chemical f e r t i l i ze r s , spraying of 
insecticides, vy^vei^cides and pesticides in the fields and to irrigate field 
from time to time has increased. 
With increasing prosperity many members of wealthy families tend 
to drop out of the work force, particularly women (for status reasons) 
and children (many of whom now regularly attend schools, sometimes 
outside the village in the nearby town or in Aligarh city) and educated 
adult males with lucrative job opportunities outside. Thus, while the 
amount of work in terms of labour days has increased, such work is now 
being performed by large number of hired landless labourers and if the 
labour is not available during field operations, the crops suffer damage 
and the yields to the farmer from land c^^»^xaJ;1^tTve^H5>cx^T^e«-4«^. It is, 
therefore, natural that the demand for landless labourers in the study 
area is crucial during peak agricultural seasons for successful and timely 
operations. 
In the previous chapter we had discussed a^ c^uK income, assets, 
expenditure and indebtedness of the sampled landless labourers and it 
was observed that they are owners of katcha houses, livestock like 
buffaloes, cows, goats, pigs etc. and few small agricultural implements. 
They spend a good amount of money on food and clothing. They borrow 
money mainly from money lenders on high interest rates. Thus, majority 
of them are in debt and remain in the grip of money lenders. 
In the first five parts of the present chapter an attempt has been 
made to assess the role of landless labourers in season-wise and crop-
wise operations, in various agricultural operations, in farms of different 
sizes, after the introduction of technology in agriculture and in various 
livestock operations while the sixth part deals with the problems of 
unemployment amongst the landless labourers. 
7.1 ROLE OF LANDLESS LABOURERS IN SEASON-WISE AND 
CROP-WISE OPERATIONS: 
Of all various components of the agricultural economy, the landless 
labourers have greater role in various season-wise and crop-wise 
operations in Aligarh district. Table 7.1 and figure 7 .1 . 
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Table 7 .1 : Role of the sampled landless labourers in season-wise and 
crop-wise operat ions in Aligarh d is tr ic t ( 1 9 9 5 ) . 
Kharif 
Crops 
(8 hours day) 
Kharif Season: July to Mid Novetaiber = 4 months 15 days 
Male Landless Female Landless Average Rank 
Labourers Labourers 























































Total Days 68.3 100.0 37.5 100.0 52.9 
Rabi Season: Mid November to April = 5 months 15 days 
Rabi Male Landless Female Landless Average 
Crops Labourers Labourers 























































































1 3.8 1 
0.7 3 
2.6 2 
Total Days 10.4 100.0 3.8 100.0 7.1 
Total all 161.4 
three seasons 
101.1 131.2 
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Fig. 7.2 During the kharif season, the cultivation of ar/iar 
depends upon the availability of labour in the study 
area. 
Fig, 7.3 I J • I .. It.' is an important crop of kharif season. 
The cultivation of this crop depends upon the 
availability of labour. 
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A perusal of table 7.1 and figure 7.1 shows that for the three 
seasons, the male labourers are working for 161.4 days (5 months 11 
days) and the female labourers for 101.1 days (3 months 11 days). Male 
labour is doing work for 2 months 8 days during kharif season, 2 
months 22 days during rabi season and only 10 days during zaid season 
while the female labour is doing work for 1 month 7 days during the 
kharif season, 2 months for the rabi season and only 4 days for the zaid 
season. 
The kharif season lasts for nearly four and a half months from July 
to mid-November. The male labourers work for 2 months 8 days while 
the female work for 1 month 7 days. So it can safely be said that the 
labour is involved for nearly half of the kharif season. The crops grown 
during this season are cheap, coarse grained and depend considerably on 
rain water. In Aligarh district the monsoon comes very late and this 
causes variations in demand for labour. If rains come on time, the 
agricultural operations run as scheduled and accordingly generate 
demand for labour on usual pattern. Untimely rains cause variations in 
labour requirements as well. On the contrary, acute shortage of labour is 
felt during the crop operations closely linked with rainy season. If 
labour is not available the farmers grow fodder crops. Arhar, sugarcane 
and maize crops c a n n o t be managed without labour. Regarding crop-
wise operations, the major kharif crops in which the sampled landless 
labourers played an active role are arhar (11.1 days) maize (11.6 days) 
and sugarcane (10.7 days). In case of rice 10.5 days were absorbed and 
in bajra only 4.8 days were utilized. Jowar absorbed least days. Male 
landless labourers have an important role to play in crops like arhar (17 
days), maize (15.6 days) and sugarcane (15.3 days). Rice absorbed male 
labour for 9.5 days. About 5.6 days of male labour were utilized in 
bajra. Jowar absorbed them for only 5.3 days. In case of female labour, 
their major role was in rice crop (11.5 days) followed by maize (7.6 
days) and sugarcane (6.2 days). About 5.2 days of female labour were 
utilized in arhar. Bajra and Jowar which absorbed them only for 4.0 
Fig. 7.4 1 The study area specializes in raib/crops especially 
wheat. Its cultivation depends on quantity and 
quality of labour available. 
Fig. 7 5 1 Bumper production requires bumper hands to han-
dle it. Female labourers engaged in harveting of 
rabi crops. 
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days and 3.0 days respectively. 
The rabi season lasts for nearly five and a half months from mid-
November to April. During this season the male labourers work for 2 
months and 22 days while female labourers work for 2 months. So it can 
safely be said that labour is involved for half of the rabi season. The 
rabi crops are costly and require a good amount of care which only 
these working hand? can give, Rabi crops require good amount of 
irrigation, water, fertilization, frequent weeding, timely sowing and timely 
harvesting. Farmers of Aligarh district specialize in rabi crops. Non-
-availability of labour during the peak seasons affects production. If 
crops are not sown timely, the yield becomes lower. If crops are not 
harvested timely, it may be affected by bad weather, rodent and birds 
may eat it, it may rott in the field. As regards crops, the landless 
labourers are playing significant role in cultivation of wheat (20.2 days), 
potato (14.2 days) and peas (10.3 days). It can further be seen from the 
table that male labourers have greater role in wheat (23.7 days), potato 
(17.4 days) and gram (13.3 days) while female labour is indispensable in 
wheat (16.8 days), peas (11.3 days) and potato (11.0 days). 
The zaid season lasts for nearly 2 months from mid April to mid 
June The male labourers work for 10 days and the females work for 
only 4 days. So the labour is involved for the one-fourth of the zaid 
season. During this season they worked in moong (3.8 days), vegetables 
(2.6 days). Thus it can be concluded that the role of landless labourers 
in zaid crops is very low. 
The large variation in the labour use reflects the cropping pattern 
of the study area. Actual use also depends upon soil conditions, 
availability of complementary inputs etc. Multi cropping through high 
yielding variety use and/or irrigation may reduce seasonal varietions in 
labour demand. New peaks may also appear at times when harvesting of 
one crop is quickly followed by the ploughing of land for another. The 
seasonal variations are still very much in evidence, even after the 
adoption of high yielding variety of seeds. This is largely a reflection of 
Fig. 7.6 Femalesf labourers involved in vegetab le 
cultivation in the fringe areas of Aligarh City. 
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the slow progress made in extending the area under double cropping, 
despite the shorter maturing periods of the new varieties. The new peaks 
closely correspond to the old peaks in March, April and November, the 
times of harvesting and preparation of the field for the next crop. It is 
also observed that the new technology has not introduced any changes in 
the relative importance of different operatios in providing employment, 
harvesting still lead the field followed by threshing and then ploughing. 
7.2 ROLE OF LANDLESS LABOURERS IN VARIOUS 
AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS: 
4 ^ J( 
Table 7.2 and figure 7.7 h showfrlg role landless labourers in various 
agricultural operations 
Table 7.2 Role of the sampled landless labourers in various agricultural 
operations of Aligarh district. (1995). 
(8 hours day) 
A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Operations Male 
1 
Employment days in a year 
Percentage Rank Female Percentage Rank Average 
2 3 4 5 6 7 
Rank 
8 
Preparation of land 10.2 6.3 8 -- -- -- 5.1 10 
Sowing 22.0 13.6 3 10.2 10.1 4 16.1 3 
Application of manure 13.1 8.1 6 -- -- -- 6.5 9 
Irrigation 18.3 11.3 4 -- -- -- 9.1 5 
Interculture 13.4 8.3 5 14.0 13.8 3 13.7 4 
Harvesting 33.2 20.6 1 35.4 35.0 1 34.3 1 
Threshing 11.0 6.8 7 6 0 5.9 7 8.5 6 
Winnowing 6.5 4 0 9 6.9 6.8 6 6.7 8 
Weeding 28.7 17.8 2 19.6 19.5 2 24.1 2 
Transplantation 5.0 3.2 10 9.0 8.9 5 7.0 7 
Total days 
in a year 161.4 100.0 101.1 100.0 131.2 
Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
A perusal of table 7.2 and figure 7.7 shows that the male labour 
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Fig. 7.8 •. Harvesting can not be done without manual labour. 
Male and female labourers are harvesting the rabi 
crops in the village Udaipura. 
Fig. 7.9 '. Four to five irrigation are required. A male labourer 
is irrigating and making beds during rabi season in 
the village, Sithrauli. 
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employed for 101.1 days in a year. These agricultural operations can not 
be completed without the help of labour. 
Out of the total male labour employment days (161.4 days) more 
than 10 percent are employed in harvesting operations (33.2 days) 
followed by weeding (28.7 days), sowing (22 days) and irrigating fields 
(22.0 days). More than 5 percent of days are employed in interculture 
(13 4 days), fertilizer application (13.1 days) threshing (11.0 days) and 
ploughing (10.2 days). Winnowing (6.5 days) and transplantation (5.0 
days) have less than 5 percent of male labour employment. 
In case of female labour employment, it is seen that out of the 
total employment days (101.1 days) more than 10 percent of the female 
labour is employed for harvesting (35.4 days), weeding (19.6 days) 
interculture (14.0 days) and sowing operations (10.1 days). More than 5 
percent days are employed for transplantation (9 days), winnowing (6.9 
days) and threshing (6.0 days). This shows that in certain operatiuons 
like harvesting, weeding, sowing, irrigating fields, labour is in much 
demand and farmers cannot do these operations without them. In the 
preparation of land, irrigation and application of manures and fertilizers, 
as far as possible, the female labour was not employed. However, in 
agricultural operations such as threshing and winnowing, female labour 
has little role. However, female labour was preferred for operations such 
as interculture and harvesting of crops. Women play an impoitant role in 
all agricultural operations, with the exception of preparation of land and 
irrigation which is carried out almost exclusively by men. Certain 
operations are w.)men's domain, harvesting, interculture etc. However, as 
some of these operations have become mechanized women have typically 
been displaced by man. The preparation of organic manure is also a 
women dominated operation, however, as chemical fertilizers are adopted 
men generally take over the operation. In aggregate terms, the increased 
yields associated with the adoption of high yielding variety crops 
generally increased demand for labour. However, the adoption of the 
high yielding variety package of inputs often results in differential 
impact on male and female labour if disaggregated by agricultural 
l-ig. 7.10 *. Femele labourer harvesting the kharif crops in the 
village Sahnaul. 
Fig 7 11 : Male labourer* irrigating the field during khmrif 
season in the village Klzerpur, 
Fig 7 1 2 : Labourers play an important role in weeding oper-
ations. 
f i g . 7.13 : Male labourers are preparing the field for sowing 
wheat in the village Lakshman Garhi. 
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opera t ions Specif ical ly , chemical fer t i l izers and herb ic ides often displace 
women from ope ra t i ons that are typical ly female dominated i.e. manuring 
and weeding. It is, therefore , clearly seen from this table that male 
landless l aboure r s had a significant role in ha rves t i ng , weeding, sowing 
and i r r i g a t i n g o p e r a t i o n s w h e r e a b o u t 6 6 . 3 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l 
employment days were uti l ized in these o p e r a t i o n s . It is also observed 
that the female l and less l aboure r s have a c ruc ia l ro le to play in 
harves t ing , weed ing , in tercul ture and sowing ope ra t ions where about 
78.4 pe rcen t of thei"^ total employment days were ut i l ized in these 
opera t ions . 
7.3 R O L E O F L A N D L E S S L A B O U R E R S IN F A R M S O F D I F F E R E N T 
S I Z E S : 
Demand for landless labourers is inf luenced by the size of the 
farm, t he s y s t e m of fa rming and the d e g r e e of t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
development . The fact that the larger the size of farm, greater is the 
requirement of labour and vice-versa Table 7.^ and figure 7.14(1) is* 
showKtvg the role of the sampled landless l abou re r s in farms of different 
sizes in Aligarh d i s t r i c t . 
The table shows the important and s ignif icant role of landless 
labourers in farms of different sizes. On an average , 131.2 days of 
landless l aboure rs were used in crop cu l t iva t ion . Male landless labourers 
spent 52 6 percent of their time on large farms followed by medium 
(29 4 p e r c e n t ) , s emi -medium (14 .0 p e r c e n t ) and small farms (6 .4 
percent ) . On marginal farms, they are not employed at all. Maximum 
ut i l iza t ion of female landless l aboure rs was on medium farms (43 .2 
days). Large farms absorbed them for 37.7 days . On semi-medium and 
small farms, the female labour absorp t ion was for 15.7 days and 4 5 
days respec t ive ly The role of female l aboure r s is of immense importance 
on medium farms. The medium farmers prefer women because they are 
paid low wages . COL^*<A 
- J . - • • ^ ^ \ 
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Table 7.3: Role of the sampled l and les s l a b o u r e r s in farms of 
different sizes in Aligarh dis t r ic t (1995). 
(8 hours day) 
Agricul tural 
Farm siic(in hect) 
Employment days in a year 
Male Percentage Rank Female Percentage Rank Average 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Rank 
8 
Large(5.0 85.0 52.6 1 37.7 37.3 2 61.3 1 
hectares or more) 
Medium 47.4 29.4 2 43.2 42.7 1 45.3 2 
(3.0-4.99 hectares) 
* *'. 
Semi-medium 22.6 14.0 3 15.7 15.5 3 19.1 3 
(2.0- 2.99 hectares) 
Small 6.4 4.0 4 4.5 4.5 4 5.4 4 
(1.0-1.99 hectares) 
Marginal 
(Less than 1 hectare) 
Total days 161.4 100.0 101.1 100.0 131.1 
Source- Based on field survey (1995). 
Farmers still follow more or less the traditional methods of 
agriculture. The age old methods of preparing the soil, sowing, 
harvesting and storing are still carried on. The recent changes and 
improvements in agriculture relatef only to the use of better seeds, use 
of chemical fertilizers, greater emphasis is on irrigation and also on co-
operative efforts in the sale of agricultural produce. Only large farmers 
use tractor and other small mechanical appliances Farmers mechanize 
farm operations when biological source of energy i.e. human and animal 
labour becomes costlier than the mechanized sources. Medium, semi-
medium, small farmers for most of the agricultural production depend on 
manual labour. 
. . . uA-* 
Agriculture is still a family business Members of the family which 
form the labour force perform a major part of the farm work. On the 
ALIGARH DISTRICT 
ROLE OFTHE SAMPLED LANDLESS LABOURERS 
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small farms, where agricu^lture is largely conventional and the family 
labour inputf is the highest^ forms the basic input. Small and marginal 
farmers rely mainly on family labour while large farmers have to rely on 
hired labour. Hired labour do everything except decision marking. 
Generally labourers were hired mainly at peak seasons for hours, for 
certain operat ions which require quick completion such as tilling, 
sowing, harvesting, threshing, irrigating and weeding etc. Large farmers 
are mainly H*«- by the hired labourers. The family members do not work 
in the field. Several factors influence the decision making process of the 
farmers in the selection of crops grown by them. But some factors may 
be more dominating than other, in a particular region. It varies from 
region to region and even from farm to farm. We have tried to 
investigate the important factors influencing the cropping patterns of the 
sampled farmers in the study region. The 425 sampled farmers were 
asked several questions, relating to the various factors influencing them 
in the selection of crops. About 10 factors were taken into consideration 
i.e. price, yield, crop prospects, irrigation facilities, labour, financial 
problems, availability of high yielding veriety seeds, tradition, physical 
factors and government policies. The farmers belonging to different farm 
categories were asked as to which factors affected their cropping 
pattern. Since we are concerned primarily with the labour, so the 
discussion here is, limited to labour factor only. Table 7.4 and figure 
7.14(2) h showJ5rf0 the factors influencing the cropping pattern of the 
sampled farmers belonging to different farms. 
A perusal of this table shows that availability of labour at peak 
season was a major factor, affecting 9.2 percent of the total sampled 
farmers. Large farmers (16.5 percent) were the most affected followed 
by medium (12.6 percent) and semi-medium (4 4 percent) farmers. The 
large and medium farmers require hired labour because they themselves 
are not associated with farming activities. Therefore, without landless 
labourers, it is very difficult for them to manage their large holdings 
and the production of crops is very much dependent upon these 
labourers. 
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It may further be seen from the table that relative importance of 
labour decreases with the decreasing size of land holdings of the 
farmers. Among large and medium farmers the place of labour as an 
input in agriculture has been recorded at third and fourth positions 
respectively. The large farmers with big size of land holdings have a 
greater capacity to take risk, better access to information and improved 
capabilities in terms of education and skills. Their better wealth position 
and political power has biased the distribution of credit and other 
facilities towards them. This has strengthened their ability to adopt 
innovations at a faster speed They are in a position to own modern 
agricultural implements, apply prescribed doses of fertilizers, high 
yielding seeds and pesticides (Singh, A L. et al., 1994). The availability 
of labour at peak season is also one of the important factor affecting 
the farmer's cropping pattern. These farmers still suffer from the same 
old problem of indifference and uncertainty of hired labour. They need 
labour for most of the agricultural operation and there is a heavy 
reliance on them. Though zamindari system has been abolished, still in 
the study area the zamindars with their big size of land holdings have 
to depend upon landless labourers to complete agricultural operations in 
time After the tractorization of agriculture in the district, large and 
medium farmers do not like to do any manual work in agriculture except 
of management and ploughing fields with tractors especially at the time 
of agricultural peak seasons because it is a symbol of status of farmers. 
The other operations like broadcasting of seeds, hoeing, spreading of 
chemical ferti l izers, insecticides, pesticides, regular irrigation with 
intervals are all performed by the landless labourers So there is bumper 
production with bumper hands to handle the production. 
Among the semi-medium and small farmers, the position of 
labourers is at 7th place while there is no place of labour in the balance 
sheet of factors among the marginal farmers. These farmers generally V 
belonged to the economically under privileged section of the society. ^^  ^M^ 
They are socially and economically backward and belong to the category 
of rural poor. Their land holdings are small and most of the agricultural 
operations are done by family members including women and children. 
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They do not have their own irrigation facilities and are unable to invest 
on inputs like high yielding variety of seeds, chemical fertilizers and 
pest ic ides e tc . Consequent ly , the agricultural production is low. So these 
farmers sell thei r fields mostly to the large farmers and join the band of 
landless l aboure r s thus swelling the number of landless labourers. They 
also work on o the r farms to feed their family. 
Thus it may be concluded that the landless labourers play qui te an 
act ive role in la rge and medium farms while on small and marginal farms 
and other fac tors like financial problems i r r igat ion problems, availabil i ty 
of HYV seeds , old farming t rad i t ions , pr ices , yield etc. seem to be more 
important than labour . 
7.4 ROLE OF LANDLESS LABOURERS AFTER THE 
INTRODUCTION OF TECHNOLOGY IN AGRICULTURE: 
The p re -g reen revolut ion per iod was the period of t rad i t iona l 
agr icu l tu re . Agr icul tura l pract ices were carried out by pr imit ive methods . 
Farmers did not know much about soil , water , conservat ion of land and 
management p rac t i ces and the use of fer t i l izers . Low capital investment 
in agr icu l tu re resu l ted in low yields and low re turns . At the end of 1964 
when new t e c h n o l o g y was i n t r o d u c e d , the educa t ed fa rmers were 
a t t rac ted t o w a r d s it. Green technology seemed to be the answer for all 
the ques t ions of pover ty and hunger . 
During the Pos t -Green Revolu t ion period a remarkable change was 
not iced with the adopt ion of new technology which included a package 
of inputs including modern agr icul tura l implements , high yielding variety 
of seeds, adequa te amount of chemical fer t i l izers , required amount of 
pes t ic ides and insec t ic ides , bet ter i r r iga t ion facilities e tc . This brought a 
dras t ic change in agr icul tural p roduc t ion of wheat , maize, bajra and 
paddy in the s tudy area The area, p roduc t ion and yield under wheat 
i n c r e a s e d to 127 .22 p e r c e n t , 4 4 5 . 7 7 p e r c e n t and 140 .17 pe r cen t 
respec t ive ly . Similarly, there was an increase in area, p roduc t ion and 
yield of maize to 31.32 percent , 182.64 percent and 114.02 percent 
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An increas ing t rend in area, p roduc t ion and yield of rice to 50.98 
percent , 173.54 percent and 83 .58 percent was observed. The area 
under pulses decreased (25 .17 percent because of low prices and low 
yields. The area under oil seeds , bajra, sugarcane and po ta to increased 
cont inuously . Thus , it is observed that Aligarh dis t r ic t has made a 
t remendous development in agr icu l tura l sector . 
There are two opinions regard ing the role of landless labourers 
after the advent of new agr icul tura l technology. F i rs t , the int roduct ion 
of high y ie ld ing va r i e ty of seeds and o ther improved agr icu l tura l 
pract ices have e i ther increased their employment oppor tun i t i e s or have 
decreased it. 
To test this hypothes is , the head of landless labour households 
were a sked to g ive t he i r o p i n i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e impac t of new 
agricul tural t echno logy on employment and income. CTable 7.5 and figure 
7.15(1) and figure 7.15(2)). The table reveals that most of the sampled 
landless labour househo lds (64 .0 pe rcen t ) were of the opinion that the 
role of landless labourers after the in t roduct ion of new agricul tural 
technology was the same. About 27.0 percent r e sponden t s felt that there 
had been an improvement in employment avenues due to in t roduct ion of 
high yielding variety of seeds but the wage ra tes have not risen as the 
supply of labour is qui te elast ic . The wage ra tes in the agricul tural 
sector are very n«±fii low as compared to non-agr icu l tu ra l sector . Hardly 
9.0 percent of the r e sponden t s were of the opinion that with the 
i n t roduc t i on of new ag r i cu l tu r a l t e chno logy , the i r employment has 
reduced. Some of farm opera t ions such as p loughing and threshing are 
being gradual ly taken over by t r a c t o r s and th re she r s . Thus reducing the 
demand for casual w o r k e r s . Mult iple cropping no doubt will compensate 
the loss in employment but the big farms who are the source of demand 
for landless l aboure r s are gradual ly in t roducing more complex farm 
machines which might in future reduce the demand for landless labourers 
in the study area. 
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Table 7 .5: O p i n i o n of the head of l a n d l e s s l a b o u r h o u s e h o l d s 
regarding the impact of technology on the employment 
and income in Al igarh distr ict ( 1 9 9 5 ) . 
Opinion regarding employment Number of heads Percentage Rank 
1 J 3 
Employment has risen 230 27.0 2 
Employment has remained the same 544 64.0 1 
Employment has reduced 76 9.0 3 
Total . . 850 100.0 
Opinion regarding income Number of heads Percentage R a n k 
Income has increased 374 44 0 2 
Income has remained the same 450 53 0 1 
Income has fallen 26 3.0 3 
Total s i o 100.0 
Source Based on field survey (1995) 
Table 7 5 and figure 7 15(2) i s showJfe^ the impact of new 
a g r i c u l t u r a l t e c h n o l o g y on income of the sampled l and less labour 
households It is seen from this table that 53 0 percent of the sampled 
landless l abour househo lds were of the opinion that they had not 
exper ienced any increase in their income and 44 0 percent expressed 
their views about the increase in income and only 3 0 percent of the 
r e sponden t s went to the extent to say that with the incoming of new 
agr icul tura l s t ra tegy their income had actual ly fallen 
The study reveals that so f^ V the demand for labour per hectare 
has not been significantly cur ta i led by the so called 'Green Revolut ion ' . 
This is because of increased use of farm machinery which has led to 
mul t ic ropping and more intensive agr icu l tu re However , the nature of 
labour demand has changed For ins tance , more ta lented labourers are 
198 
ALIGARH DISTRICT 
OPINION OF THE HEAD OF THE SAMPLED LANDLESS LABOUR 
HOUSEHOLDS REGARDING THE iMPAa OF TECHNOLOGY ON 
EMPLOYMENT AND INCOME (1995) 












0 < u j 



























SOURCE BASED ON FIELD SURVEY (1995) 
FIG.715 
199 
sought often for y e a r s - r o u n d employment . Also, at peak per iod such as 
harves t ing , labour demand has become more cri t ical because of the need 
for quick clear of the land and its p repara t ion for the next crop. This 
has resul ted in high wages at harvest t imes and in fact t h roughou t the 
year. The farmers , consequent ly are seeking harves t ing combines and 
o the r mach ines to rep lace slow and increas ing ly expens ive manual 
labour . It seems fairly clear that demand for labour will diminish as 
agr icu l ture becomes more mechanized. 
Large land owning farmers becoming p rospe rous with the help of 
government agenc ies , bank and co -ope ra t ive soc ie t ies . They are invest ing 
in capital in tens ive equipment in order to enhance their direct control 
over agr icu l tu re and also their income. The small cu l t iva to r s and the 
landless l aboure r s , on the other hand, are losing out in several ways. 
For ins tance , the demand for their t rad i t ional services had diminished, 
availabil i ty of land on crop sharing basis is reduced. Inflat ion has kept 
the i r rea l w a g e s a lmos t c o n s t a n t and a l t e r n a t i v e e m p l o y m e n t 
oppor tun i t i e s have lagged behind need. Consequent ly , the two classes are 
becoming polar ised and increasingly an tagonis t ic to each o ther . 
From the foregoing discussion, it may be concluded that new 
agr icul tura l t echnology has not touched the vast masses of landless 
labourers . Due to seasonal charac ter of agr icu l tu re , this class suffers 
from unemployment , underemployment and due to thei r unorganised 
nature they get very low wages which resul ts in pover ty and low level 
of l iving. 
7.5 R O L E OF L A N D L E S S L A B O U R E R S IN V A R I O U S L I V E S T O C K 
O P E R A T I O N S : 
The role of landless labourers is also not iceable in the animal 
husbandry sec to r and it is in no way lesser than in the agr icul tural 
sector . The role of landless labourers in the agr icu l tura l sector is 
indispensable similarly in the animal husbandry sec tor their role is also 
indispensable . They look after all the work of the animals like feeding 
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Fig. 7.17 '. The role of landless labourers in livestock opera-
tions is in no way lesser than in the agricultural 
operations. 
Fig. 7.18 *. Female labourers feeding the animals in the vil-
lage Barkatpur. 
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them etc. The most important feature of animal husbandry sector is that 
it is not only provides subsidiary occupation but it also offers gainful 
employment at the location itself. It makes better utilization of female 
and child labour. A supplementary programme of diversified agriculture 
through animal husbandry activities is suitable for raising the income of 
landless labour households Aligarh district comes under the programme 
of operational flood - a programme of the government to increase the 
products of milk, to fulfill the local demand and surplus and to 
transport the milk to the capital city of Delhi. Therefore, the arrangements 
of special trains connectig Aligarh to Delhi has been made for the milkman to 
transport their milk. Sometimes these trains are so full of these milkmen 
that common persons cannot travel. Moreover, various incentives have 
been provided to the farmers for feeding buffaloes. The males generally 
are engaged in collecting and transporting the milk firstly from villages 
to collecting centres and then to railway station and then from railway 
station to Delhi. But there are certain operations which are specifically 
done by female workers like the cutting of the fodder and milking and 
feeding of animals. Thus, the role of females in animal husbandry is also 
very vital and significant Table 7.6 and figure 7 16 i^  show^jg the role 
of the sampled landless labourers in various livestock operations. 
A close examination of the table reveals that the landless labourers 
have a significant role in feeding the animals (16.6 days) followed by 
bringing fodder (13 4 days), cleaning (11.4 days) and milking (10 0 
days) Male labourers were absorbed in feeding (14.8 days), bringing 
fodder (11.1 days). Most of the female labourers have important role in 
feeding, milking and bringing fodder for the animals. It is further seen 
from the table that female labourers have greater role than male 
labourers in all the operations About 1 3 days of male and 2.6 days of 
female labour were utilized for miscellaneous operations. 
Fig. 7.19: Female labourers involved 1(1 cutting fodder for the 
animals in the village Ladhauli. 
Fig 7.20: A labourer is milking buffalo in the village Jasrana. 
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Table 7.6: Role of the sampled landless labourers in various livestock 
operations In Aligarh district (1995). 
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Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
7.6 PROBLEM OF UNEMPLOYMENT AMONGST THE LANDLESS 
LABOURERS: 
Inspite of their important and significant role which these landless 
labourers play in the agricudltural economy of Aligarh district they are 
still engulfed with problem of unemployment. So here it was thought 
necessary to discuss this aspect also. 
A recognized feature of rural employment is its seasonality. 
Intensity of employment varies according to seasons. Shortage of labour 
is actually felt during peak agricultural seasons and a large proportion 
of labour remains unemployed or under^^mployed during the slack 
seasons. The seasonal aspects affect i both wage paid and self employed 
persons because both work below capacity or less than what they are 
capable of doing or are willing to do. Table 7.7 and figure 7.21 show*: 
the problem of unemployment amongst the sampled landless labourers. 
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Table 7.7: Problems of unemployment amongst the sampled landless 
































Source: Based on field survey (1995). 
The table reveals that male landless labourers get employment for 
273 days in a year (75 percent) while females are employed for 226.4 
days (62.0 percent). The table further shows that the male and female 
landless labourers were unemployed for 91.3 days (25 percent) and 138.6 
days (38.0 prcent) respectively. The tendency of women to suffer 
deprivation is not just because of wage differential but it is because 
women enjoy less than equal opportunities in the labour market. Days of 
employment available to women are less than that of man. The study 
further reveals that most women who are compelled to work.^; as 
agricultural labourers were able to find work at least during peak 
season. But by ndmeans .they found as much work as they wanted. Even 
when they were get t ing work, for most of the time they were 
unemployed or under^ employed as they got very low wages or got work 
for a few hours a day. In the sampled villages it was found that the 
supply of female labour is very high as compared to the availability of 
work. As mentioned by the respondents, the reason for their poverty was 
not low wages it was also due to less work that was available. 
Regarding the problems perceived by landless labourers, it was 
found that lack of employment opportun#ities was the prime concern of 
all respondents. They are willing to do any type of work because of this 
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as the quantum of work they have to complete in a day is very high. 
Sometimes, when they are not able to complete their work in a day, they 
are paid only half day wage although they remain working throughout 
the day without any break. Extra work is frequently taken from them, 
but they are seldom paid for that. Thus, by taking work beyond the 
normal working hours and not making payments for this additional work, 
the landlords are economically and physically exploiting them especially 
in the case of female labourers. There is no security of job for them at 
all. They are never sure that they will get work even in the peak season 
due to high incidence of female labour. Sometimes they have to come 
back from the fields for not getting work. 
Respondents reported that there was no one XfiC whom they can 
approach and tell about their problems. They discussed their problems 
with the Sarpanch many times but no steps were taken to find a 
solution. They are very eager that the government should listen to their 
problems. 
Whenever, we went for field survey, these labourers gathered 
together and welcomed us with good spirits perhaps knowing that some 
government official had come to know about their problems. A cot was 
laid for us so that we could sit there and make a note of all their 
problems. The first question which they asked was have you come to our 
village to find a solution to our problems? will you report about all this 
matter to the government? In response to our question they started with 
their complaints stating there is non-availability of work all the year 
round especially in the agricultural sector where without them no work 
is completed, there is wage differential, low wages etc. In response to 
the question - have you not been benefited by the government schemes 
for poor? They told that we are aware of all these programmes but all 
the money sanctioned by government for this purpose goes to the 
Pradhan and he distributes it among his relatives. The landless labourers 
are the unfortunate lot, eager to work but were not provided with any 
regular job. During most of the periods, they remained jobless and have 
no work to do to earn their livelihood. Because of low income, they are 
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in debt. The respondents told that if they are not able to pay debt, they 
are exploited by money lenders from whom they mostly borrow. Even 
these labourers have not got the facility of drinking water. The females 
have to go far away to fetch water which is not potable. We asked the 
question-why do you not send your children to school? They reported 
that there is nothing to eat how could we send our children to school? 
Their dwellings present the site of co-existence inhabiting the animals 
and human being together under the same roof. They are so innocent 
imagining us to be officers so they offered us some bribe in form of 
rupees for getting their work done. In fact there is acute poverty in the 
households of landless labourers and their plight invites human approach 
to resolve their problems. Immediate measures should be taken by the 
government to improve the lot in the larger interests of them to fulfil 
Mahatma Gandhi's dream for India. 
CO^NC^S^O^NS 
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The main conclusion that arises from the foregoing analysis is that 'the 
landless labourers play a very important and crucial role in the agricultural economy 
of Aligarh district'. Inspite of the introduction of technology in agriculture especially 
the use of modern agricultural machinery and implements, agricultural operations 
can^not be completed without them. The availability of labour is a major constraint 
in the agricultural land use and cropping pattern. The quality and quantity of labour 
available at the periods of peak labour demand has a great influence on the decision 
making process of the farmers. Inspite of urbanization and industrialization, there 
is a regular growth of the landless labourers and agriculture provides employment 
to most of them. Seasonal unemployment is a conspicuous feature of the agricultural 
sector and this compells them to migrate outside their villages to nearby villages or 
to some town or city in search of job, where conditions are worse. 
The author has made extensive use of primary data which was drawn from a 
comprehensive survey of 850 households in Aligarh district with the help of a 
questionnaire (Appendix I) during 1995 and 1996. In the foregoing chapters we have 
tried to analyse our data to test the hypothesis that we had set before us while 
undertaking this work. 
Aligarh district has good climatic conditions, vast reservoir of surface and 
ground waters and fertile soils which have favoured agricultural development. It is 
one of the ten districts of Uttar Pradesh (total districts are 70) which came under the 
category of highest level of development. Technology was ushered in this district 
from early sixties because this district was selected for Intensive Agricultural 
District Programme (lADP) in 1961-62 with a view to accelerate the food production 
by providing the farmers with all the requisite inputs. The result was that this district 
made rapid strides in agriculture. High growth rates were recorded in agricultural 
output and productivity. So in such an agriculturally advanced district it was 
thought worthwhile to examine the role of landless labourers in the agricultural 
economy 
The author has sampled 850 households in which nearly 6,410 persons live. 
The survey result indicated that the heads of the households were males having big 
families (6-10 members), mostly belonging to schedule and backward castes and 
most ofjihem were uneducated. They did not give importance to the education of 
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children. They cook food on kanda. They thought that one of the surest way to gain 
social status in the society was through higher income and education. Most of them 
prepfer going to private doctors for treatment. There is no drinking water and 
electricity facility. Their houses are poorly served by katcha roads. They are aware 
of the Anti-Poverty Programme because few of them have been benefitted by this 
programme. Most of them are aware of the Family Planning Programme but they 
were not implementing it because of illiteracy and povery. They are of the opinion 
that children are the gift of God and more the number of children more will be the 
helping hands in supplementing their income. They are not aware of the Minimum 
Wage Act because the wage rates are fixed even below the current rates of wages. 
Since they are illiterate they can not fight for their rights. 
The following general conclusions may be drawn from the study: 
1. The number of landless labourers is large and growing rapidly in Aligarh 
district. There has been an increase of 276.6 percent in the number of landless 
labourers during the last thirty years. This tremendous increase is the result 
of (a) rapid growth of population during the last thirty years (68.7 percent 
increase, (b) Rapid decline in the number of workers engaged in household 
industries (-87.1 percent) and in other occupations (-29.3 percent), (c) 
Fragmentation of holdings has rendered many holdings to become very small 
and uneconomic, (d) Rise in the cost of agricultural inputs, (e) Increase in the 
number of intermediaries. 
2. Agriculture provides employment to almost three quarters and the bulk of the 
addition to the total labour force will continue to be absorbed in the 
agricultural sector in the study area. But it was observed that (a) employment 
opportunities in the agricultural sector tended on the whole to lag behind the 
increasing number of labour force, (b) There is heavy dependence on the 
agricultural sector which has resulted in under employment and constant 
migration of landless labourers in search of better employment, (c) Male, 
female, children all work in the agricultural sector. They do the work of 
harvesting, weeding, irrigating, threshing, transplantation, sowing, applying 
manures, interculture, winnowing and preparing the fields, (d) Form the type 
of work these labourers do it is evident that they are not occupied for the 
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whole year, (e) On an average, a labour gets work in the agricultural sector 
for 131.2 days in a year. Male labour is employed for 161.4 days while female 
labour is employed for 101.1 days (0 The wage rates in the agricultural sector 
are low. Average wage rate for male lab\3urer is Rs. 27 per day and for female 
it is just Rs. 15 per day. Wage rates are high during rabi season (ranging 
begween Rs. 30-35 per day for males and Rs. 15 to 20 for females), (g) There 
are variations in wage rates for different cropping seasons, .for different 
agricultural operations and for male and female labourers. 
The growth of employment in the non-agricultural sector in the study area is 
a result of'distress phenomena' of unemployed agricultural labourers who 
are forced to under take non -farm work either inside the villages or as daily 
commuters to near by city area or as seasonal migrants to some far off urban 
centres, (a) Inside the villages they work as loaders, rag^-pickers, basket 
makers, constructional workers, in match industry, pot makers and wavers 
They work for 8 to 10 hours and get on an average employment for 30 to 50 
days in a year. Male labourers get employment for 51 to 70 days while female 
labourers for 30 to 50 days. Wage rates are higher than the agricultural 
sector. It varies between Rs. 20 to Rs. 35 per day. There is difference in male 
and female wage rates. Most of the males get Rs. 30 to 35 per day while most 
of the females get Rs. 20 to 25 per day. (b) Daily commuters are mostly male 
labourers. They migrate from a distance of 5 to 30 kilimeters to Aligarh city. 
They do the work of baildari, in lock factories, brick making, glass making 
and repairing. They work for 8 to 10 hours and get employment for 20 to 50 
days in a year. The wage rates are higher being Rs. 35 to Rs. 50 per day. (c) 
There are more seasonal migrants than the daily commuters. Unemployment 
and poverty have pushed them outside their villages. It is their relatives living 
in the city, better employment opportunities and higher wages which pull 
them to the city. They have migrated to Dadri, Delhi, Ghaziabad and 
Firozabad. They work as baildars, in glass factories and in sarya mills. They 
work for 8 to 10 hours and get employment for 5 1 to 60 days per year. Wage 
rates were higher. It ranged between Rs. 30 to Rs. 50 per day. Inspite of 
higher wages it is not always that they get employment all the year round or 
they are making good income in the city but the conditions are not better than 
the villages but are worse. 
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Woman labourers play an important role in the agricultural and allied activities 
in the study area but they are paid much less both in the agricultural and non-
agricultural sectors. The reasons are (a) the technology change, in particular 
mechanisation, woman workers are displaced because technolgy is not sex-
neutral, (b) Male and female workers often work in segmented markets. 
Female labourers are required only for certain agricultural operations, (c) On 
the demand side, there is social (male) prejudice which results in the 
employer assuming the existence of sex differences in performance and /or 
there could be a deliberate bias against woman workers for whatever reasons, 
(d) On supply side, there may be imperfections and bottlenecks, women may 
be less mobile, their domestic responsibilities may restrict them to seek jobs 
within a limited geographic area, (e) Woman workers of the backward classes 
suffer from a double discrimination both being women and belonging to 
discriminated or low castes. 
The children of the landless labourers are also doing work in^he agricultural 
and non-agricultural sectors to supplement the meagre income of their 
parents, (a) In the agricultural sector, they work for mostly 10 hours a day 
Male children get employment for 101 to 200 days and female children for less 
than 100 days per year. They are involved in operations like peeling, 
transplantation, caring of cattle weeding and sowing etc. Their wa?e rates 
being Rs. 15 for male and Rs. 10 for female per day. (b) In the non-
agricultural sector, they work in pot making, brick making, lock factories, 
basket making, tailoring, repairing, construction, carpet industry, servicing, 
rickshaw pulling and rag picking. On an average, they are earing Rs. 13 per 
day. Male child labourers get wage Rs. 26 per day while female paid jusi half 
of male child labourers. 
The major source of income of the landless labour households was from the 
agricultural sector (56.3 percent) and partly from the non-agricultural sector 
(30.5 percent) and from their children's income (13.2 percent). The annual 
income of nearly half of the sampled landless labourers (45.3 percent) 
households waS Rs. 17,500 and another 21.6 percent had income rangendK 
between Rs. 17,501 to 18,500. There were few households (15.8 percent) 
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which had a handsome income of Rs. 20,500. The average annual per capita 
income was Rs. 2,444. The major share of family budget (68.6 percent) was 
spent on food and clothing following by social ceremonies (5.2 percent) and 
education (3.2 percent). Most of the landless labour households (81.8 percent 
were under debt. The debt was mainly taken from professional money lenders, 
cooperative credit society, landlords, relatives and friends. They are mainly 
taking debt at exorbitant rate at 60/100/year. The few assets which thtj^  
landless labourers have include katcha houses, animals (like buffaloes, cows, 
sheep. Goats and pigs), small agricultural implements (like Khurpi, darati 
and phawra). 
The basic hypothesis that 'the landless labourers played an important 
role in the agricultural economy of the study area' was further assessed by 
assessing their involvement in season-wise and crop-wise operations, in 
various agricultural operations, in farms of different sizes, after the 
introduction of hew agricultural technolgy and in various livestock operations. 
Role of Landless Labourers in Season-Wfse and Crop-Wise Opeations: 
Kharif se&son lasts for nearly four and a half months in the study area. On an 
average, the landless labourer is employed for 52.9 days during this season. Male 
labour works for 68.3 days while the female works for 37.5 days. The farmers 
decision regarding the sowing of arhar, maize and sugarcane still depends on the 
availability of labour. The rabi season lasts for five and a half months. During this 
season the landless labourer is employed for 71.2 days. Male labourers work for 82.7 
days and female labourers are employed for 59.8 days. They availability of labour is 
again crucial at the time of sowing and harvesting of wheat, potato and peas crops. 
This shows the crucial role played by the landless labourers during the kharif and 
rabi seasons. The farmer decision regarding the cropping pattern still depends on 
the availability of labour. 
Role of Landless Labourers in Various Agricultural Operations: 
On an average, a landless labourer is employed for 131.2 days per year in the 
agricultural sector. The male labour is employed for 161.4 days while the female 
214 
labour is employed for 101.1 days. Out of the total mal« labour days (161.4 days), 
33.2 days are devoted to harvesting, 28.7 days to weeding, 22 days to sowing and 
18.3 days to irrigating fields. Out of total female labour days, 35.4 days are 
employed in harvesting, 19.6 days in weeding, 14 days in interculture and 10 days 
in sowing. This shows that operations like harvesting, weeding, sowing, irrigating 
the field can ;iot be completed without the help of landless labourers.Farmers 
especially large and medium fully depend on them for successful and timely completion 
of agricultural operations. 
Role of Landless Labourers in Farms of Different Sizes: 
The demand for labour is determined by the size of the farm. Several factors 
influence^ the decision-making process of the farmers inthe selection of crops grown 
by them. Large farmers were the most affected by the availability of labour followed 
by medium and semi medium farmers. The large farmers need labour for most of the 
agricultural operations and there is a heavy reliance on them. The semi-medium and 
small farmers are poor, socially and economically backward having small holdings. 
So most of the agricultural operations on their farms are done by family members. 
Role of Landless Labourers After the Introduction of New Agricultural 
Technology: 
Inspite the introduction of new agricultural technology especially agricultural 
implements and machinery, many farm scientists had thought that the role of landless 
labourers would decline but till now we have seen that their involvement in 
agricultural operations, in farms of different sizes especially on large and medium 
still very crucial and important. The number of days of employment have increased 
due to multi cropping. The bumper harvest requires bumper of hands to handle and 
manage it. 
Role of Landless Labourers in various live-stock Operations: 
The role of landless labourers in the ,livestock operations is in no way lesser 
than in the agricultural sector. They are indispensable. On an average, the labour 
is employed for 68.8 days per year in various livestock operations. Male labour is 
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absorbed in feeding (14.8 days), bringing fodder (11.1 days). Chaff cutting (8.3 
days). Females also play a significant role in feeding (18.5 days), milking (16.3 days) 
and bringing fodder (15.7 days). Female labourers have greater role than male 
labourers in all the operations. They remain in the villages to look after them 
properly. 
Although the landless labourers b«M« play«# an important and significant role 
in the agricultural economy of Aligarh district, still the problem of unemployment 
and under employment exists. Rural living in India is still like a flying on a mono 
plane. If the single engine shuts off due to malfunctioning or a bird hit, the high flier 
hurfles down to crash into a dead heap. Droughts and floods do the saqne. Plop, he 
falls into an ocean of hunger and debt from which rescue is most difficult. 
The analysis presented in earlier chapters has a number of far reaching 
implications for the formulation of appropriate policies related to the iniprovement 
in the economic and social conditions of the landless laboureres, towards increasing 
the rural employment potential in both the agricultural and non-agricultural sectors, 
towards creation of jobs in the village itself, towards creation of better employment 
environment for women and towards abolition of child labour. 
1. The first policy suggested is towards increasing the rural employment 
potential in agricultural and allied sectors: Improvement in agricultural 
sector must be brought about by a consolidation of holdings, the spread of 
irrigation, the use of better seeds, fertilizers and other inputs, better transport 
and marketing facilities, double and multi cropping and the development of 
the rural tertiary sectors together with a large reduction in indebtedness and 
an increase in productivity of landless labourers will provide employment to 
them all the year round. Livestock production is another area which is free 
from the constraint of limited land resource and which can help most of the 
landless labourers to improve their economic conditions. Cross breeding of 
indigeneous cross cows supported by a programme of improving fodder and 
concentrates can lead to a doubling of milk production. Piggery is another 
important act ivi t^which may provide employment to them. Swines generate 
higher income and has small period of gestation. Loans should be provided 
by banks for milch animals especially for buffaloes for the sale of milk. 
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2. The second policy suggested is regarding the allocation of manpower in 
non-agricultural sector: It should be based on capital extensive and labour 
intensive technology. The landless labourers have to be provided financial 
support and technical assistance at subsidized rates to operate dairy, poultry, 
piggery etc. 
3. The third policy has to be made to facilitate employment to the surplus 
and seasonal landless labour force in their own villages only. Its solution 
lies in the overall development through the rural works programme to create 
off farm employment. The rural work programme has a vital contribution to 
make both towards relief of unemployment and underemployment and assuring 
of minimum earnings and towards acceleration of the pace of agricultural and 
rural development. 
4. The fourth policy has to be made for the improvement of working 
conditions of woman landless labourers. Under traditional agricultural 
production, women's skills and tools might be upgraded. Women might be 
trained in male typed tasks and operations. Minimum Wage Regulations 
should be strictly enforced. There might be labour counselling and informal 
unions for female wage labour. Particular attention should be paid to the non-
farm opportunities, animal husbandry, collection and processing of grasses, 
shrubs and minor forest products and the processing and utilization of 
agricultural byjiroducts (straw, bran, husks, leaves etc.). 
5. Fifth policy is suggested for the removal of children from work% in 
hazardous occupations and to create conditions to gradually eliminate all 
child labour f«igjajH>«r. Eradication of the problem, at the present stage of 
economic development is not feasible whttis require therefore is to make the 
working conditions of child labourers better until we are in postion to 
gradually eliminate the evil totally. Regular madical check-ups must be done at 
all work sites. Generally schools should be made attractive in terms of 
properly qualified and committed teachers with the required infrastructure 
and economic assistance in terms of books, uniforms and mid-day mears. 
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Voluntary organizations must go to the villages and make their parents aware 
not to force their children ifl'Jabour market. 
To sum up, amelioration of the lot of tlie landless labourers whoform 
the bulk of the rural poor and the rural weak through integrated rural 
development programmes adopting an area approach, intensification of 
agriculture including animal husbandry, poultry, piggery, forestry etc., 
development of rural crafts and small industries, effective and meaningful 
land reforms, use of the vast human resources i.e. the landless labourers by 
providing gainful and stable employment on massive development of land and 
water resources and organising the landless labourers on healthy lines seems 
to be only plausible answers suited to study area. The task is seemingly 
difficult mainly due to the enormity of its size but certainly, it is not beyond 
realms of realization. Once a determined effort is made and it will surely pay 
rich dividens in not too distant a future. 
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APPENDIX - 1 
G e n e r a l P r o f i l e 
Personal Data (Head of the households) 
1. S. No 2. Name of the village/tehsil 
3. , Name of head of 4. Sex 
5. Age 6. Caste 
7. Religion 
8. Marital Status : Married/Unmarried/divorced/widower. 
9. If marred, how many children do you have? 
Number Male Female Age 
10. What is your occupation? 
11. Education Educated/Uneducated. 
12. If educated, up to what class? 
13. Do you own any piece of land? Yes/No 
14. If, yes, what is the size of holding? 
15. Do you work in your own field? Yes/No 
16. If yes, is it self sufficient or do you sell your produce in the 
market 
17. Did you possess any land in the past? Yes/No. 
18. If yes, how mach land was it? 
19. What happened to that land? did you sell it or any other reason for 
disposing it? 
20. What is impact of new agricultural technology on your employment 
and income? 
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Households Data : 
21. Family Size. 
Number Male Age Female Age Children Age 
22. How many persons in your family are educated? 
Number Male Female Childre 
23. How many children in your family are going is school and how many 
are drop outs . 
Number Ma^e Female 
24. Food habit Vegetarian/Non-vegetarian 
25. What fuel do you use in your kitchen? 
26. What is your opinion about the social status in the society? 
27. Do you get any health care facility? Yes/No 
28. If yes, what type of facility? 
Children are immunized/mother care facilities/primary health centre/ 
Private doctor/Hakim/vaid. 
29. Source of driking water ; 
Tap/Handpump/Well/Other. 
30. Accessibility to the house : 
Pucca road/kaicha road/kharanja, 
31. Do you have any school facility in your village? 
32. What is the source of light in your house? 
Kerosine oil/eletricity/lamp/any other. 
33. Are you aware of various programmes floated by the government like 
Anti-poverty, Minimum Wage Act and Family Planing Programmes? 
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34. Are you benefited by these programmes? Yes/No. 
Economic Profile 
35. What is your main occupation? 
36. What is your secondary occupation? 
37. How many family members do work ? 
Number Male Female 
38. How many children in your family do work? 
Number Male Age Female Age 
39. In what sector are they employed? 
40. What is the reason for doing work? 
41. What is your attitude towards child labour? 
42. What type of work do you get in the agricultural sector? 
Type of work Number Male Female Children 
43 Month-wise employment. 
Months Number Male No. of days. Female No. of days 
44. Season-wise employment 
Season Number Male No, of days. Female No. of days 
45. Crop-wise employment 
Crops Number Male No. of days. Female No. of days 
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46. Operation-wise employment 
Operations Number Male No. of days. Female No. of days 
47. On what size of land holding are you employed? 
Size of Holdings Number Male No. of days. Female No. of days 
48. Duration of Contract : Day/Month/Season 
49. Basis of payment Hourly/Daily/Piece rate/Product share. 
50. Medium of payment Cash/kind/meals/or combination 
51. Degree to which work obligation and hours of work are specified or 
are left unspecified? 
52. Interlinkages with other contracts with the employer in credit or land 
relations? Yes/No. 
53. Freedom to work for different employers? 
Full freedon/absence of such freedom/conditional or resticted freedom. 
54. What is wage rate? 
55. Are the wage rates varying for different cropping seasons various 
agricultural operations or male/female labour? 
56. How is the behaviour of landlord towards you? 
57. Do you get any extra help from your master? 
58. In what sector do you work during slack season? 
Sector Male Days wage Female Days Wage 
59. How many hours do you work?. 
60. How many family member do migrate outside the village in research 
of employment? 
61. Why do they migrate? 
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62. Type of migration? Daily /Seasonal 
63. Place of migration? 
64. What type of work do they perform there? 
65. How many days are they employed during migration? 
66. What is duration of hours? 
67. What is wage rate? 
Social Profile 
68. What is source of Income? 
Agricultural sector/Non-agricultural Sector/Others 
69. What is the income of your household? 
70. Do you have your own house? Yes/No 
71. What type of house do you have? 
Katcha/pucca/thatched/other 
72. Do you have a separate kitchen, bathroom, and latrine Yes/No. 
73. Do you have electrical appliances? Yes/No. 
74. Do you have animals? 
Cow/buffelo/goat/pig/hen. 
75 Where do you keep them? 
76. What is the purpose for keeping these animals? 
77 What is the income from these animals? 
78. Do you have agricultural implements? 
79. What is the amount of money spent on different items.? 
Items Expenditure 
80. Are you under debt? Yes/No. 
81. If yes, from whom do you borrow money and how much?. 
Source of debt Amount taken. 
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82. What is the rate of interest? 
83. Why do you borrow money? 
Farmer's Data 
84. Which factors do you affect regarding the decision making process of 
growing crops? 
Irrigation/High Yielding Seeds/Labour/Fertilizers/Price etc. 
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APPENDIX - II 
Number of sampled villages and households of landless labourers in Aligarh 
district (1995). 
S.N. Name of Number of Name of Number of sampled 
Block villages villages Households 



















































































































































































































Source : Based on field survey (1995) 
